Three Levels

Although no summary can provide a complete account of how an individual thinks, general patterns emerge that assist us in our understanding. In completing his approach to God, Origen uses the neo-Platonic structure of the three levels to demonstrate how every aspect of our life with God is interrelated.11 As a result, he offers one of the earliest forms of the right ordering of our loves in order to know God. 

Origen of Alexandria Ordering
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Level Order Book of the Bible  Principle of Judgment Goal Kind of Life
oI Spinit Song of Solomon  Apatheia Union Contemplative
o Soul Ecclesiastes Physics Tlumination  Active-Contemplative

o

Proveibs Ethics Purgation  Active




On the lowest level, we find God through our five senses. Our focus is the body, and the book of Scripture that orients us here is Proverbs. We read Scripture literally and historically at this level, and we receive moral knowledge that produces ethical understanding if we are committed to a deeper life with God. On the second level, we find God through Scripture.

The type of knowledge we receive is enlightened knowledge, and the human faculty that captures this knowledge is the soul, which includes the capacities found in our memory, intelligence and will. The key book of Scripture at this level is Ecclesiastes. Our reading is guided by grammatical interpretation, and our understanding is based on the natural sciences. As we study physical processes, we gain insight into the ways of God. The life that results is one of enlightenment based on a combination of active love and contemplative reflection.

On the highest level, we find God through perpetual communion with him. The knowledge we receive here is “celestial knowledge,” which we attain through the faculty of the spirit. Song of Solomon read on the spiritual level is of greatest importance, and our learning is guided by philosophy. Our spiritual goal is to attain “apatheia,” a passionless state completely absorbed in the Trinity and no longer controlled by desire. The goal at this level is to enter into union with God through contemplation, and the life that results is one of pure love and active charity. When we order our lives properly, Origen tells us, our soul develops a proper love of God as we move from the tangible realities of the physical universe to the intangible realities of the spiritual realm. The greatest challenge we face is not lack of belief but the enormous gravity of our egocentric desires. The weight of these desires creates a force on human nature that is virtually impossible to escape. The only means of rescue is found in turning to God, beginning to imitate Christ and starting to progress from the lowest level of reality to the ultimate reality of perpetual divine communion. 

Origen’s farthest-reaching influence is the way he illustrates how our destiny is tied to the power of our de- he does not see the life of faith as one of strict contemplation of the mysteries of God. For Origen, Christian faith begins and ends with our imitation of Jesus and the contemplation of God that results from this imitation. 

By imitating Christ, we ascend to a higher level than seeking to satisfy our temporal desires. But temporal desires are seductive. If we are not freed of their gravity, the divine love that should rule us becomes disordered and we attempt to attain it in ways that do not honor God.
Origen also emphasizes a forgotten truth: we need each other. The community of faith strengthens and sustains our life commitments. 
Origen teaches that the mystical quest is always rooted to the life and teachings of the church. The church is not a tether that shackles the believer, but rather the body and bride of Christ living in dynamic relationship with the prevailing culture. This flies in the face of contemporary spirituality, in which the dominant path in the twenty-first century is individualistic.

Origen asserts that although faith always begins in us, it grows and develops through interaction

with a broader community. There are no “communityless” Christians. Whether we find it in a group of two or three or a worldwide ministry of millions, we need a community to nurture and sustain us.

� � HYPERLINK "http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=samsimmons.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FLonging-God-Seven-Christian-Devotion%2Fdp%2F0830835148%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fie%3DUTF8%26s%3Dbooks%26qid%3D1256929403%26sr%3D8-1" \t "_blank" �Longing for God: Seven Paths of Christian Devotion� by � HYPERLINK "http://go2.wordpress.com/?id=725X1342&site=samsimmons.wordpress.com&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRichard_Foster_%28religion%29" \t "_blank" �Richard J. Foster�  





