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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Possibilities of Revival 
Ezekiel 37 : 1 – 14 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Introduction 
 
This prophetical passage talks about the restoration of the people of Israel. It is the 
miraculous vision of the dry bones coming in to life and becoming great army. It is 
interpreted in the many ways, specially pointing towards the gathering back of Israel to 
their home land. Some interpretations are below: 
 

1. Some scholars interpret it as the fulfillment of the return from Babylon after 70 
years of captivity in 3 groups each in different time. 

2. Some teaches that the vision talks about the future gathering of God’s people, the 
12 tribes into Palestine. 

 
But here I would like to draw your attention toward what this passage has to talk to the 
church presently. The question to be asked in this context is, can there be revival today in 
the church? 
 
To answer this consider the explanation of the vision :- 
 

1. The Situation of the Bones 
 
Bible mentioned clearly that one of the conditions of the bones were DRY. It is to say 
that the bones were hopeless and had no future. There was not even possibility of 
remaining a bit of life or flesh nor had any chance to live again.  
 
Even today we see many kind of dryness in the lives of believers of Jesus. They are not 
prosperous in their growth with the Lord. No fruits are seen since they are dry.  
 
Second nature of the bones we see is that they were not only dry and dead but also 
SCATTERED and mixed here and there. They were not gathered and arranged orderly in 
one places. There was no joint bone; no unity. 
 
This kind of things also seen in today’s church. Most of the church has disunity, selfish 
nature, without understanding and peach with others.How can this dead, dry and scattered 
church be revived?  
 
Bible says revival is God’s work alone. It is he who can bring into pass in His won way 
and own time. He does it :  

 For His glory,  
 By His Spirit and  
 Through His Word.  
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2. The Salvation of the Bones : 
 
Whatever the situation or conditions may be God always remains Almighty and nothing 
is impossible for Him. He is not bound any situation or seasons. Let us see how God 
bringing this dry-dead and scattered bones into life :- 
 
 

a. Salvation belongs to the Lord 
 
When prophet Ezekiel was asked, “ Can these dry bones be life again ?”  The prophet 
answered, ‘You know Lord.” yes. It is possible. Our lives without Jesus were dead and 
dry but when we received Him we are born again. Our salvation always belongs to God 
and according to His knowledge and plan. He knows from the beginning to the end. He is 
the author and finisher of our faith. He is all-knowing God, so also about our salvation is 
according to His own knowledge.  
 
Our salvation as well the revival of the church is belongs to the Lord. It is His way, plan, 
time and glory matter. Only god can revive any one.  
 
Today there are many churches who have not yet realized this divine truth that revival 
belongs to the Lord. They try to bring it by the help of music, songs, drama, preaching, 
etc. but they are not so. When God takes initiative step to touch there take place the real 
revival. This God can do anywhere, any time, to anybody. 
 

b. Salvation comes by hearing the Word of God.  
 
Another fact that we should know is salvation and revival come by hearing the Word of 
God alone. In Romans 1:16 Paul mentioned it so vividly: ‘gospel is the power unto 
salvation’. This fact has been real and proved in the history of the church. Wherever there 
was preaching of the Word and sharing of it by any means people were revived and 
transformed in to God centered lives. Our salvation is based on this foundation which is 
for ever, the Word of God. Our spirituality is not to be based on any sermon, or any 
preacher, or any spiritual leader’s advice, or any effective music and praise and worship.  
Prophet Jonah just warned about God’s judgment to Nineveh, yet God turned their heart 
towards Himself. And there was renewal and revival in the city like a Nineveh because of 
God’s Word. This was the way God revived once and again His people of Judah and 
Israel through His prophets in the Old Testament time. Ezra was used to remind the Law 
of God to His people in a foreign land like Susan and people were enlightened and came 
back to their lad and built the Temple of God with one accord. John the Baptist preached 
the Word God to prepare God’s way for the coming messiah. When Jesus preached 
people began to experience the very love and person of God in their heart. Apostle 
preached on the Day of Pentecost 3000 people added to the church. Truly revival comes 
by hearing God’s Word alone because it quickens the heart and change the life. (Romans 
10:17) 
 



© G. Prasad Rao/ 07/07 
www.thegreentree.weebly.com  

This is the reason prophet Ezekiel was told to preach the Word to the dry bones and when 
he did the bones came into its own bones and sinews, flesh and skin came covered them 
all. Preaching the Word can never be in vain. It brings forth fruits. Its is the seed that 
never dies but brings everlasting life 
 

c. Salvation is by Works of God’s Spirit. 
 
Ezekiel saw that bones came into its own bone and flesh and skin covered them, yet the 
bible says there was no life. There was no breath in them. It was just like as Adam was 
created by God out of dust yet was without breath and when God breathed he become a 
living being. 
 
These kinds of Christians are also seen in the midst of the church today. They are for 
name sake/ they are Christian to the very truth but without thirst and desire of God. 
Without power for God’s service. They are enthusiastic to attend churches and revival 
meetings but for the evangelism of His word and preaching the unreached they are 
powerless and not willing so. They look like lifeless Christians. The enthusiasm of His 
Spirit is not seen. They are like the fig tree where there were no fruits at all, yet to look it 
is ever green.  
 
The reason is they don’t yield to God’s spirit. They are not walking according to His 
Spirit. The church which does follow the instruction and direction of the Spirit never 
prospers and be effective in the Work of God’s kingdom. Truly as God said, it is by 
might, not by power but by the Spirit alone.  Today’s church needs the breath of the Lord 
to be revived and be renewed for the Work of God. 
 

3. Strength of the Bones 
 

a. When God breathed into Adam he became a living being ; when God sent 
His Spirit on the first church, it become powerful church ; when the breath  from four 
winds entered in to the dry bones they become a great army. Bible says they become 
exceedingly great army. Hallelujah ! That is the revival of God. 
 

b. It became spirit filled grate army. A army which is of the Lord. He 
becomes their commander. The bones shall never be defeated again because they have 
overcome the death by resurrection power of God. The church truly touched and revived 
by God shall overcome the gates of hell and its power and will never be defeated.  
 
Conclusion  
 
There is always possibility of revival when we are available to God’s will and ways. God 
is His sovereign knowledge can change us. His word is powerful enough to transform any 
one an make him or her Spirit filled soldier for God’s kingdom. 


