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OUTLINE OF EXODUS

Dr. James G. Murphy gave the following outline of the book of Exodus in his commentary on the book of Exodus.

I. Bondage In Egypt- Exodus 1-6

A. Israel oppressed in Egypt,
Exodus 1

B. Moses born and bred,
Exodus 2

C. Moses called and commissioned,
Exodus 3-4

D. Moses enters on his office,
Exodus 5-6

II. The Ten Plagues- Exodus 7-12

E. The first three plagues,  
Exodus 7:8-19

F. The second three plagues,
Exodus 8:20-9:12

G. The third three plagues,
Exodus 9:13-10

H. The tenth plague. Passover,
Exodus 11-12

III. The Exodus- Exodus 13-18

I. The escape of Israel,
Exodus 13-15

J. Journey from Elim to Sinai,
Exodus 16-18

IV. The Lawgiving- Exodus 19-24

K. The Moral Law,
Exodus 19-20

L. The Civil Law,
Exodus 21-24

V. The Tabernacle- Exodus 25-40

M. Plan of the Tabernacle,
Exodus 25-31

N. The first breach of the Covenant,
Exodus 32-34

O. The Tabernacle made and set up,
Exodus 35-40

Introduction To Exodus

Introduction

God has now given us the privilege of moving onto the study of the second book of Holy Scripture.  Exodus is a continuation of Genesis as the connective “now” of verse one reveals.  We would do well to make a mental review of Genesis.  Moses was born some sixty years after the death of Joseph.  During that time Israel had grown from a large family into a people yet had degenerated in public estimate from honored relatives of Joseph to slaves of a new dynasty (Exodus 1:8).

VI. The Title

“Exodus” means “departure” and of course refers to the exodus of Israel out of Egypt.

VII. The Author

Moses is the author of the first five books of scripture. These books are known as the Pentateuch.  In Mark 12:26 our Lord specifically referred to Moses as the author of Exodus.

VIII. The Outline of Exodus

See Handout

IX. The Importance of Studying Exodus

All scripture is spiritually profitable (II Timothy 3:16).  Even Old Testament histories are full of practical spiritual food (Romans 15:4, I Corinthians 10:11).  

Exodus contains some notable information:

P. Exodus is our major source of information on the life of Moses.

Q. Many prophesies given in Genesis are fulfilled in Exodus (Genesis 12:1-3, 15:13‑16).

R. Exodus records important events in salvation history as God’s redemptive plan unfolds.  The enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent takes new proportions as Israel and Egypt clash (Genesis 3:15).  God enters into covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai.  This covenant of law was an important preparation for the coming of Christ (Galatians 3:24).  God’s righteous standards reveal to men their need of Christ.

S. There are doubtless more types of Christ in Exodus than in any other book of scripture.  While Genesis illustrates the doctrine of election; Exodus emphasizes the work of redemption.  Think of the Passover and the exodus of Israel from Egypt (I Corinthians 5:7 & 10:1-11).  Consider also the tabernacle which is one great figure of Christ (Hebrews 9:8-9).

X. The Land Of Egypt

Israel was held captive in Egypt.  This nation is always a type in scripture of the evil world system (I John 5:19).  To help understand the aptness of this type let us consider the following details:

T. Egypt at the time of our narrative was the chief nation of earth and the star of man’s accomplishments.

U. Egypt from the air would be seen to be a vast desert with a seven mile wide ribbon of green running through it.  This ribbon was the Nile and its flood plain.  All agriculture in Egypt depended not on rain from above but on the yearly flooding of the Nile.  This plain was fertile beyond comparison.

V. In these matters Egypt was a wonderful type of the world.  The rain that enriched their land fell far from their sight.  All of their blessing came from Heaven but they did not see this.  They looked down to the Nile as the source of their prosperity and in fact worshiped it.  Canaan on the other hand was watered by rain from Heaven (Deuteronomy 11:10-11).  Israel was taught to look upward to the source of their blessings (James 1:17).

W. Egypt was notorious for its cruelty to slaves.  The lost are slaves to sin.  The Devil is a hard taskmaster.

X. Egypt’s relics remind one of death.  Pyramids and mummies are their memorials.  Their greatest literature was the “Book of the Dead”.  Only in Jesus Christ is life found (I John 5:12).

Y. The elect people were held in bondage in Egypt until redeemed and led out by Moses.  God’s elect are in spiritual bondage until redeemed and called out of this present world system (Gal 1:4, I John 5:19).

XI. The Purpose Of The Egyptian Bondage

Let us quickly review the purpose of God in permitting Israel to suffer in Egypt.  This was formerly covered in Genesis:

Z. The bondage of Israel in Egypt provides a great type of sin and redemption by Christ.

AA. Egypt was the place where Israel could multiply into a great nation without being absorbed or influenced by a pagan culture.  Egypt practiced strict segregation with the Israelites (Genesis 46:34).

AB. In leaving Egypt, the Israelites obtained materials needed to construct the Tabernacle (Genesis 15:14).

AC. In the redemption of Israel from bondage the power of God was wonderfully displayed (Exodus 9:16).  God often allows trials to create an opportunity to magnify His name.

AD. While Israel grew as a nation the original inhabitants of Canaan gradually filled up their measure of sins and exceeded the limits of God’s longsuffering.  They were ripe for judgement when Israel crossed Jordan (Genesis 15:16).

Exodus 1:1-22

Introduction

With a brief review, Exodus begins where Genesis leaves off.  This first chapter gives us the background for the introduction of Moses.

XII. The Twelve Tribes- Verses 1-5

This paragraph connects Genesis and Exodus.  We are reminded that Israel’s vast number began as a family of seventy souls.

Here we are again introduced to the twelve sons of Jacob who were each father of tribes. The number twelve is significant in scripture.  Think of the twelve apostles (Revelation 21:12-14).  Remember however that there were actually thirteen tribes.  In the book of Numbers the tribe of Joseph is divided into Ephraim and Manasseh, while Levi is not mentioned (Numbers 1:5-15, 47-53).  In the book of Revelation, Ephraim is called Joseph and Levi is mentioned while Dan is omitted (Revelation 7:5-8).

XIII. The Passing Of A Generation- Verse 6

This sentence brings us to the time surrounding Moses’ birth.

XIV. God Keeps His Word- Verse 7

What description is given here.  God was obviously causing the nation to multiply beyond what might be expected.  This was done in fulfillment of God’s prophetic promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:2 & 15:5).

XV. A New Dynasty- Verses 8-11

A new ruler came into power that viewed Israel with fear and suspicion.  All memory of and appreciation for Joseph was gone.  The vast body of people who as Israelites had remained segregated from the rest of Egypt was viewed as liabilities to be feared.

This produced three attempts to destroy Israel as a people.  In this we see the age-old enmity of Genesis 3:15 assume greater proportions as nations clash.  Satan has ever tried to destroy God’s people and God’s Christ.

This first attempt to destroy Israel is mentioned in verse 11.  The king tried to break them with bitter and arduous labor.  The people who were invited into Egypt as honored guests were turned into slaves.

XVI. Egypt’s Unsuccessful Persecution- Verses 12-14

Satan, whenever able, will provoke men against God’s people (Ezra 4:11-12, Esther 3:8).  What a folly to fight against God.  Every effort of Pharaoh was futile.  Like the burning bush, the fire could burn but not consume Israel (Psalm 32:10, 33:18-22).  The more they suffered, the more they grew.

While Egypt was not permitted to destroy Israel, they were permitted to make their lives miserable.  God was preparing Israel to desire redemption.  Egypt, like sin, is a hard taskmaster.  God often uses the burdens of Egypt to make His people desire redemption and the rest found in Canaan.

XVII. God-fearing Women- Verses 15-21

In these verses is recorded the record of the second attempt to destroy Israel.  See here the desperate evil of the human heart.  Imagine requesting midwives to murder newborns. We could scarcely believe this if we did not see the abortion industry busy in our day.  

Satan is a murderer and delights to destroy human life (John 8:44).  As was already mentioned, he is especially keen to destroy the line of Christ (Genesis 3:15).  Think of how Herod killed the male children in Bethlehem while trying to destroy Christ.  Then and in Exodus it was Satan leading these rulers on.

Notice how several thoughts suggested by our narrative:

AE. We are never obligated to disobey God.  The obedience owed to government, parents, or husbands should never be seen as an excuse to disobey God (Acts 5:29).

AF. God honors those who honor Him (I Samuel 2:30).  The midwives feared God and He blessed them (Verse 21).  It would appear that they were barren or unmarried before this.

AG. No one can hinder God’s plan (Psalm 33:10-11, Exodus 9:16, Daniel 4:35).  Wicked men become instruments in His plan.  God made childbirth easier for the Jewish women and defeated Satan’s rage.  The Lord protects us today and will watch over His people in every age (Revelation 12:1-17).

XVIII. Pharaoh’s Desperate Plan- Verse 22

In desperation Pharaoh demands that the Israelites destroy their own baby boys at birth.  This was his third attempt to crush God’s people.  Again we see the futility of fighting against God.  As the next chapter reveals, Pharaoh only succeeded in raising Israels’ deliverer in his own house.  God turns the wrath of evil men into an avenue for His own glory (Psalm 76:10).

EXODUS 2:1-10
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Here begins the history of one of the greatest men that has every lived.  From Deuteronomy 34:7 we learn that Moses lived one hundred and twenty years.  By comparing this to Acts 7:20-30 we find that his life may be divided into three periods of forty years each.  Author George Henderson gives us an excellent outline of Moses’ life which we would do well to memorize:

1. Moses spent forty years learning to be somebody.

2. Moses spent forty years learning he was a nobody.

3. Moses spent forty years learning that God is everything.

The first eighty years are covered in Exodus 2.

XIX. Marriage- Verse 1

This marriage occurred before the edicts of Exodus 1:16&22.  Miriam and Aaron were both older siblings of Moses.  These edicts were probably not in effect long.  Note well that this family was of the tribe of Levi.

XX. A Child From God- Verse 2

Beyond the ordinary parental affection there was something about Moses that caused his mother to desire his preservation (Acts 7:17-20).  Her efforts were acts of faith (Hebrews 11:23).  This would imply that in some way God had spoken to them of Moses.

XXI. A Desperate Plan- Verses 3-4

While the preservation of Moses was providential it would appear that his mother’s plan was laid out in hope of what actually occurred.  Perhaps the site was chosen because it was common for royalty to bathe there.  Rushes were often used to build boats (Isaiah 18:2).  (People familiar with the local color of ancient Egypt realize the extreme accuracy of the Bible record.  Only someone in Egypt would know that the rich bathed in rivers or that reeds were used to make boats).

XXII. Providential Preservation- Verses 5-6

As Moses’ mother hoped the babe was found, the woman’s heart was touched by the cries of the beautiful baby.  Notice here God’s marvelous providence:

AH. Pharaoh’s daughter was first to find the babe.

AI. She alone could safely ignore her father’s decree.

AJ. Moses was a beautiful child and wept at the right time to touch the woman’s heart.

XXIII. God Honors Faith- Verses 7-9

Was Miriam instructed to do this?  Perhaps so.  At any rate God honored the faith of Moses’ parents.  He was not only saved from death but they were paid to raise him.  There can be little doubt that they taught him about God’s promises to Abraham concerning Israel.  Who would deny that God used his mother’s instruction to produce the faith in Moses that caused him to renounce Egypt (Hebrews 11:24-27).  These scriptures also give a wonderful illustration of Psalm 76:10.  Pharaoh desired to destroy Israel but unwittingly his wrath caused Moses to be trained up to deliver them while Egypt paid the bill.  Truly there is no counsel against the Lord (Proverbs 21:30).

XXIV. Worldly Greatness- Verse 10

Moses was actually adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter.  She named him in memory of his rescue.  This was perhaps intended to remind him of his debt to her.  He was given the best education available.  For forty years he lived as a prince.  At age forty he was physically powerful, learned, eloquent, and a man of action (Acts 7:21-22).  More worthy of note was his love for God and His downtrodden people (Acts 7:23).

Truly he was “somebody” however he had yet to learn that God uses those know their own weakness (II Corinthians 12:9).

Exodus 2:11-25
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Spiritual maturity comes from the school of hard knocks (James 1:2-4).  Moses here takes some classes in humility.  This forty years of discouragement was needed to mold Moses’ character and make him a proper instrument for God’s use.

XXV. Moses’ Greatness – verses 11-12

Acts 7:22-25 gives us some important facts about Moses.  At age forty he was a man of eloquence and action.  According to Jewish tradition he was already a military hero in Egypt.  Stephen tells us that he was learned in all the wisdom of Egypt, a nation of intellectual culture.  Physically, mentally, and spiritually Moses was a great man.  God used him to carry out a great work.  Through God he delivered Israel, mediated the giving of the Old Covenant, and wrote the first five books of scripture.  Note well, however, that before Moses accomplished anything he learned to be truly diffident.  Faith in God not in self brings victory.

XXVI. Moses’ Choice – verses 11-12

Hebrews 11:24-27 explains the spiritual dynamic behind the actions of Moses.  He was a man of faith in the God of Israel.  Doubtless he learned from his parents the history of Israel.  He certainly contemplated the promise God had made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  We also know from Acts 7:24-25 that the Lord had spoken to him concerning his work as Israel’s deliverer.  Thus Moses chose to turn his back on Egypt and to identify with the people of God.  Notice some aspects of Moses’ choice:

AK. His Choice was made in intellectual maturity (Hebrews 11:24).  Young people easily make decisions, the consequences of which, they do not fully understand.  Such zeal seldom perseveres.  Moses, on the other hand, had fully counted the cost.  He knew what he was giving up and what he was gaining (Hebrews 11:25‑26).  May we, like our Lord always inform would-be disciples of the real cost of discipleship (Matthew 10:16-39, Luke 9:57-62).

AL. Moses made his choice at a time when being an Israelite was not the way to honor or ease (Hebrews 11:25).  Many choose for God when it seems the popular thing to do.  Many of these later turn back.

AM. Moses acted purely upon the basis of faith in God (Hebrews 11:24-29).  Human reason would never have dictated such a path.

XXVII. Complications – verses 11-15

Some Bible students applaud Moses’ actions here, while others believe he acted in sinful haste.  They accuse him of running before he was sent and thus causing these problems.  How are we to view these events?  The narrative is very brief and doubtless many details are omitted that would help us in understanding Moses’ actions.

Really there is no difficulty.  The Bible describes Moses’ behavior as being motivated by faith (Hebrews 11:24-27).  Why would men condemn what scripture applauds.  One wonders how men feel qualified to make such judgements on a man like Moses who towers above them in true greatness.

Doubtless Moses was profoundly disappointed in Israel’s lack of understanding as to his mission (Acts 7:25).  The rebuff of verse 14 revealed to him the greatness of the task.  Not only Egypt but Israel herself was an obstacle to the work.  In later years Moses probably felt that God’s people gave him more problems than Pharaoh did.

These events ended with Moses fleeing for his life (verse 15).  This was not failure but simply another step in God’s plan.  Moses had made his choice, yet he needed better preparation.  In Egypt he was educated and became confident and able.  In the desert he would learn humility and that God uses not the confident but the trusting (II Corinthians 12:9).  Why would we blame Moses for not being as mature at forty as at eighty.  He once was young and then he grew.  God’s plan was carried out in God’s time.  May God help us to do so as well.

XXVIII. Comments on Moses’ Character – verses 11-15

This part of the narrative reveals several things about Moses’ character that will appear again and again.

AN. He was a man of great faith.  He saw the invisible (Hebrews 11:27).  The greatest civilization on earth was not as real to him as the promises of God.

AO. Moses was a man with a keen sense of justice.  He could not stand by as people were mistreated.

AP. Moses was always impelled to action by a sense of duty.  The call of duty, not the call of gain, fame or ease was the North Star of Moses’ life.

XXIX. A Sojourn In Midian – verses 15-22

AQ. Further Heroic Actions (verses 16-19).

This scene further confirms our view of Moses’ character.  He loved justice.  Duties call brought him to the aid of those mistreated.  Also he appears to have been a man with a kind and helpful spirit.  Again we see that Moses was characterized by courage and physical strength.  No doubt he was trained in war.  Both strength and gentleness of character was combined in him.

AR. Moses’ Father In Law 

Reuel (friend of God) is called the priest of Midian (verse 16).  Some think that like Melchizedek he was a worshipper of the true God.  Others believe that only later did he learn the truth of monotheism (Exodus 18:10-12).  We do not have all the facts but the Bible always seems to present him in a positive light.  Moses probably would not have lived in a home where false gods were worshipped.  Certainly Revel did not possess the degree of knowledge that Moses possessed.

AS. Marriage (verses 21-22)

While in Midian Moses was married to Zipporah the daughter of Reuel.  We know little about this woman.  The evidence would seem to indicate that the home thus established was a happy one.  She never seems to have been a help to Moses in his service to God.  In fact there are indications that she proved a great hindrance and grief to him.  Perhaps God used this to make Moses a man of greater meekness.  The Lord knows how to put unpleasant circumstances to good use.

XXX. God Remembers – verses 23-25

As time proceeds and burdens increase Israel begins to cry out to God.  Not only were the extra forty years needed for Moses to grow but also for Israel to ripen in their resolve to flee bondage.  God’s plan includes the timing of all details.

In hearing Israel’s prayer God remembered His promises to the patriarchs.  Such language is anthropomorphic.  God never forgets.  He is said to remember His people when the time comes for Him to act in their behalf.

As Christians we rejoice that God never forgets His chosen ones.  According to His covenant engagements He redeems, preserves, calls and keeps each one.

Conclusion

In looking at Moses we are reminded that God’s providences are strange to us and often unexpected.  His program is so different from what we anticipated that we are tempted to feel discouraged and forgotten as if God had no plan for us.  Take heart!  Even during great difficulty or long periods of seemingly mundane labor God is working His purposes.  Like the clay on the wheel we know not the potter’s deep designs.

Exodus 3
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Exodus 3 brings us to the end of Moses’ second forty-year stint.  His training in humility was completed and the call to special service came.

XXXI. God’s School- verse 1

Forty long years Moses had herded flocks in the wilderness.  This of all things was the opposite of what he had been trained in Egypt to view as greatness (Genesis 46:34).  During this time he had grown in meekness and humility.  He had learned to distrust his own strength.  Let us learn here not to despise God’s method of training.  Trials are lightened when we remember that they are God’s school of preparation. (James 1:2-4).

XXXII. The Burning Bush- verses 1-6

Moses leads the flock under his care far and wide in search of good pasture.  Approaching the mount where he would later receive the law of God he sees a bush burning but not consumed.  Turning aside to view this sight he meets the Almighty (Deuteronomy 33:16).  Several matters here deserve special notice:

AT. The Need Of Reverence

God was not to be approached in curiosity.  Moses must remove his shoes and keep his distance.  True reverence is the first lesson of godliness(Proverbs 1:7, Psalm 89:7).  Not spirituality but ignorance breeds undue familiarity and irreverence.  Outside of Christ the Lord can neither be viewed (John 1:18, Hebrews 12:29) nor approached.  Even as those who are brought nigh as God’s children let us observe due reverence in prayer and worship.  Note how great saints spoke of the Almighty (Habakkak 2:20, Psalm 93:1-5, I Timothy 6:14-16, Romans 11:33).  The very inhabitants of Heaven know the importance of reverence.  The angels cover their faces before God (Isaiah 6:1-2).  False preachers are recognized by their lightness and crass familiarity with God.

AU. God’s Covenant 

God introduces Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (verse 6).  This was to remind Moses that God had come to keep His covenant with these men.  Israel’s redemption as with ours was and is based on the Lord’s covenant promise (Titus 1:1-2).  The gospel of Christ comes according to prior promise (Romans 1:1-2).

AV. The Resurrection - Verse 6

God did not say “I was” but “I am” the God of the patriarchs.  This not only proved that they yet existed in God’s presence (II Corinthians 5:8) but also that their bodies would one day be resurrected (Mark 12:26-27).  God never ceases to be our God and not even the body of God’s people is lost to the grave (Romans 8:11).

AW. The Symbolism of the Burning Bush

We know that the fire was a symbol of God’s presence (verse 2, Deuteronomy 33:16).  The “angel of the LORD” was a revelation of God Himself.  Men have also seen in the burning bush a picture of Israel in bondage.  They were in the fire yet were not consumed.  This type could apply to all of God’s people (II Corinthians 4:8-9).

XXXIII. Moses Commissioned - Verses 7-10

God had heard the cry of Israel but they knew it not.  He saw their suffering and remembered His promises.  May we learn from this never to doubt God’s concern or knowledge of our state.  It would be more accurate to say that God’s people forget Him than vise-versa.  Israel had forgotten God’s time frame (Genesis 15:13-14) and His promises, but He had not.

Moses had doubtless given up on being Israel’s’ deliverer.  After forty years he must have wondered to hear God send him to Pharaoh.  Truly human weakness is the only human trait through which God will exercise His power.  “Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity”.

XXXIV. True Diffidence - verses 11-12

Forty years had made great changes in Moses’ thinking.  Spiritual maturity sees the weakness of the flesh and the difficulties involved in service to God (Jeremiah 1:6).  It is inexperience that causes a man to feel falsely ready for service to God (II Corinthians 3:5).  Only the divine “I will be with thee” upholds God’s true servants.  This is the answer to every quibble.

(God kept His word to Moses.  The law was given and worship later offered at Mt. Sinai).

XXXV. God’s Name- verses 13-15

As God progressively revealed Himself and His plan to man He constantly gave more knowledge concerning Himself.  Moses knew that upon receiving this great revelation of mercy that the children of Israel would wish to know what new revelation of God’s nature and name was to accompany it.  He is told to inform Israel that the “I Am” or “Jehovah” had sent him.  While this name of God was already known, the depths of its meaning was only here explained.  Let us note several matters of importance here:

AX. Jehovah is the great covenant name of God.

AY. The Jews in awe refused to pronounce this name and substituted “Adoni” which means “Lord” in their public prayers and readings.  This has been somewhat carried over into our Authorized Version.  The word “LORD” written in capitals is often used in the Old Testament to signify “Jehovah” (Psalm 23:1).

AZ. This name means the “I Am”.  It refers to God’s eternal, independent, self-existent and self-sufficient nature.  There are many gods but one “Jehovah”.  All depends upon Him but He exists independent of all things or persons.  As the “I Am” He never changes and can never be a “was” or “will be”.

BA. This name is the basis of the “Jehovah titles” of God.  These titles reveal the self existent God as the one who is everything we need.  Here are two of them:

1.  The LORD our righteousness- Jeremiah 23:6

2.  The LORD that healeth thee - Exodus 15:26

BB. All three persons of the Trinity are referred to as “Jehovah”.  Isaiah 40:3 teaches us that the one who John the Baptist announces was “Jehovah” (Matthew 3:1-3).  Notice how Christ refers to Himself in John 8:58.  By comparing Hebrews 10:15‑16 with Jeremiah 31:31‑34 we learn that the Holy Spirit is Jehovah.  Beware of “Jehovah’s Witnesses” who deny the full deity of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Even the scriptures from which they take their name prove the deity of Christ (Isaiah 43:10-11).  Jesus means “Jehovah saves”.  Christ Jesus is our Saviour.  In Psalm 23:1 David says, “Jehovah is my shepherd”.  Even a Sunday school student should know that Jesus is the good, the great, and the chief shepherd (John 10:14, Hebrews 13:20, I Peter 5:4).

BC. The reason that this name is not explained until here is worth considering.  The patriarchs knew of the name of God but it was not expounded until God had proven His veracity and fullness.  “Jehovah” reminds us that God’s promises never change and that He is all we need.  The years do not weaken God’s resolve or power for His people (Malachi 3:6).  Think of how many times Christ referred to Himself as the “I Am”.  He is all we need.  (Ask the class how many of the “I AM’s” of Christ they can recall).

XXXVI. Further Instruction- Verses 16-20

What a difficult commission Moses was given.  Thankfully God always gives strength and encouragement for the task.  Note how specific God is with Moses:

BD. He is told exactly what to say to the elders of Israel.  Moses is to make it clear that his coming is a fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

BE. Moses is assured that Israel will listen to him.  Years of suffering had prepared them to desire redemption.

BF. Moses is told what to say to Pharaoh.

BG. Moses is forewarned that Pharaoh will not listen.  God never hides the difficulties of a task from His children.

BH. The Lord makes it plain that redemption will come as a result of the divine power.  Pharaoh’s obstinacy will provide a background for the display of God’s power.  The ten plagues were to be remembered by Israel as an encouragement to trust the Lord (Psalm 105:26-45).

BI. Moses is assured that Israel will be finally and certainly redeemed from Egypt (verse 20).

XXXVII. A Promise Recalled - verses 21-22

God’s word is kept down to the smallest detail.  Who could imagine that Egyptians would give their wealth to a nation of slaves.  This was of course what happened.  Again even this detail was given in promise to Abraham (Genesis 15:14).

EXODUS 4

Introduction

This chapter concludes God’s communication with Moses at the bush and takes us all the way into Egypt where Moses meets Aaron.  Notice how candidly the narrative is told.  Moses records all of his faults and weaknesses.  How contradictory this is to human nature.  The honesty of Bible authors, even about their own failings is a strong evidence that God’s word is truly inspired (II Peter 1:21).

XXXVIII. Another Objection – verse 1

In Exodus 3:11 Moses had made his first objection to God’s call.  He continues to express doubts as to the wisdom of God’s plan.  There had not been a theophany since the Lord appeared to Jacob (Genesis 35:9-15).  Surely Israel would not believe that God had spoken to him.  No doubt the recollection of His former failure (Exodus 2:14) haunted him.

While we may empathize with Moses yet we cannot justify him.  His objection was nothing but unbelief in God’s promise (Exodus 3:18).  He had yet to learn that with God all things are possible.

XXXIX. The First Sign – verses 2-5

God accompanies new revelations with signs.  The greatest display of miracles in the Old Testament came during the ministry of Moses.  Moses wrote the first five books of scripture, which collectively are called the Law.  They are foundational to the Old Covenant and all further revelation.  It was imperative that signs authenticated the ministry of Moses (verses 4-5).

What if any is the symbolic significance of this first sign?  Bible teachers have given many explanations for which they fail to offer any proof.  One thing we do know is that the signs of Moses were judgments on the gods of Egypt (Numbers 33:4, Exodus 12:12).  Serpents were a common theme of Egyptian religion with various cults dedicated to them.  Here as with the other signs God was asserting His sovereignty over Egypt’s gods.

XL. The Second Sign – verses 6-8

There may have been a cultural or religious significance here of which we are now uninformed.  We do know that leprosy was greatly feared in the ancient world.  Herein God is asserting His power over life and death.

XLI. The Third Sign – verse 9

In this sign the warning to Pharaoh is intensified.  The Nile was the basis of physical and religious life in Egypt.  By turning its waters to blood God is revealing His power over Egypt’s source of life and its many gods.

In modern America we speak of “mother earth” rather than multiple gods.  We trust in our technology to produce huge crops.  We, like Egypt, forget that there is a God in Heaven who holds the bounties of nature in His hand.  He can bless with plenty or He can cripple our best efforts to provide for ourselves.

XLII. Still Doubting – verse 10

How hard men find it to trust in God and how easy to feel that success comes form natural ability.  It is sad to think that we would doubt God’s ability to wisely pick His instruments. We have trouble remembering that our weakness is God’s favorite tool (II Corinthians 12:7-10).

(How do we reconcile Exodus 4:10 with Acts 7:22?  Had Moses grown rusty in the Egyptian language or was Stephen referring to the content of Moses’ speech rather than its eloquence?  This question is more one of curiosity than practical value.)

XLIII. An Aide To Faith – verses 11-12

Remember that God is creator and many of faith’s trials are overcome.  Hebrews 11 chronicles the great triumphs of faith but first mentions this (Hebrews 11:3).  Our Lord used this logic in Matthew 6:25-33.  A God who can create can certainly provide for His creatures.

As the creator God would know best which of His creations could best be used in any situation.  Truly God designed each saint with His ultimate purpose in mind (Ephesians 2:10).

XLIV. Sinful Words- verse 13

Moses’ meaning here seems to be, “do as you please but do not hold me responsible for the results”.  While it is shocking to think that men would so speak to God yet we are all guilty of these attitudes when things do not go as we think they should.

XLV. God’s Anger- verses 14-17

Unbelief is very provoking to God.  Some say that Moses lost here the honor of going alone in the work.  This is doubtless a mistake.  God has often sent men in pairs (Luke 10:1).  What Moses lost was the honor of not following God with unquestioning faith.  He was not the first or the last to do that (John 20:29).  (Verse 16 makes it clear that Moses would always remain in a position of leadership.  God would speak to others through Moses.  There were many times when men forgot this.  Notice Numbers 12 & 16).

XLVI. Courtesy - Verse 18

Notice the respect Moses gave to his father-in-law.  True godliness teaches us how to treat others (Exodus 20:10, Romans 13:7).

XLVII. Further Comfort- verse 19

XLVIII. On The Way- verses 20-21

As we study the weakness of Moses let us not forget the greatness of his faith.  How many would get on a donkey and travel to confront the greatest power on earth with nothing but trust in God?  The task before Moses was only possible by supernatural power.  Even the greatest of saints are a strange mixture of faith and unbelief.

Notice that in verse 2 God had asked Moses what was in his hand.  It was a mere shepherd’s rod.  In verse 20 this was referred to as the “rod of God”.  “Little is much when God is in it”.

XLIX. Righteous Judgment - verses 22-23

In verse 21 Moses is warned that Pharaoh will not heed his message.  In verse 22-23 the judgment awaiting this rebellion is explained.  Israel is God’s firstborn.  Should Pharaoh refuse to release Israel his own firstborn will be slain.  This was carried out to the letter (Exodus 12:29-30).  

L. A Lesson For Christian Workers- verses 24-26

As Moses carried his family toward Egypt God taught him a necessary lesson.  One night in the inn God sought to kill Moses.  This may have been through a dangerous illness or perhaps the visible visit of a judging angel.  At any rate, the conscience of both Moses and Zipporah told them the reason for this judgment.  Moses had neglected to circumcise his son in obedience to God’s command.  From the record it seems evident that his yielding to his wife’s dislike for the rite caused this.

Zipporah never seems to have been a spiritual aid to Moses.  His life was saved only by her forced circumcision of the son.  Her displeasure at being forced to do this was openly expressed.  Even the judgment of God taught her nothing.  Notice some important lessons to be learned from this even:

BJ. Christian leaders need to have their own homes in order (I Timothy 3:4-5).  Moses must not proceed in God’s work until he obeys God.

BK. Moses learned here the seriousness of sin (Genesis 17:14).  He would later be God’s instrument of judgment on the sins of Egypt.  Later yet he would bring to Israel God’s holy law.  First though he must be reminded of the awful holiness of God’s law and the terrible penalty of sin.  The Lord is so pure that all sin is an affront to Him.  The servant of God who thinks lightly of sin will never effectively proclaim the law or the gospel.

BL. Moses learned as we must learn that God must be obeyed before all others (Matthew 10:37).  How many let others lead them into sin.  A rebellious mate gives us not leeway to disobey God.

LI. Aaron- verses 27-28

Aaron was three years older than Moses.  He became his helper but never his equal as a saint.

LII. Israel Informed- verses29-31

For the first time in two hundred and ten years Israel received a message from God (Genesis 46:2).  They believed God and humbly worshipped Him.  Sadly they failed to realize that the difficulties would be great.  God’s work is seldom easy.  Many rejoice at the promise of victory but draw back when the battle begins. 

Exodus 5:1-30

Introduction

God’s work is often begun and carried out under distressing circumstances.  Things seem to grow worse and we wonder if God’s purposes will ever be achieved.  We must constantly be reminded that God’s ways are different than ours.

LIII. Facing Pharaoh- verse 1

In God’s wisdom and mercy the opening request is very mild and only involves freedom of worship.  What could be more reasonable?  The Lord’s restrained approach served to reveal the sinful and high handed attitude of Pharaoh.  As a believer in many gods he could have at least shown respect to Israel’s God.  As is often the case the true God is the only one truly despised.

LIV. The Impiety of Pharaoh- verse 2

Pharaoh was not denying the existence of Jehovah or even the assertion that He had spoken.  Rather he judges the Lord by the lowly state of His people.  Surely Pharaoh’s gods are so much more powerful than Jehovah that obedience is not necessary.  Should Pharaoh fear the God of slaves?

Who is Jehovah?  Before God finishes, Pharaoh learned the answer to this question.  The plagues were actually judgments on the gods of Egypt.  One day the world will again learn the answer to this question (Isaiah 2:11).

LV. God’s Strange Ways- verses 3-4

In light of Proverbs 21:1 why did God not give immediate deliverance to Israel?  The answer should help us to understand God’s ways in our own life.

BM. To create a situation where more of His power is revealed to the covenant nation (Exodus 15:1-11).

BN. To reveal more of His love to His people (Isaiah 43:1-4, 21).

BO.  To teach us patience in all ages.

BP. To prove that His power must prevail against Satan’s devices.

BQ. To warn us of being led astray by false miracles as Pharaoh was by his magicians (Revelation 17:8, II Thessalonians 2:9).

BR. To expose the hardness and blindness of man’s heart.

LVI. A Cruel Response- verses 5-14

In God’s plan things often get worse before they get better.  He places His people in positions of desperation but never of despair.

LVII. Faltering Faith- verses 15-21

The Israelites were in a bad case but their unbelief was still sinful.  This shows the need of trials to increase faith.

When we have obeyed God let us never be surprised when hardship comes.  Desperation drives us to God.  Despair is to give up on God.

LVIII. Moses Wavers- verses 32-33

While it is easy to empathize with Moses yet he cannot be justified.  In upbraiding the Lord he only shows that he has forgotten God’s word (Exodus 3:19-20).  God warns us of trials yet we act as though we were not warned when they do come (I Peter 4:12-13).

Exodus 6

Introduction

What a mercy that God did not rebuke Moses for his complaining (Exodus 5:22-23).  Truly God exercises great patience toward His children for He knows our weakness (Psalm 103:14).  Rather, in Exodus 6 God continues to reveal Himself as the great covenant keeping “Jehovah”.

LIX. The Promise Restated- verse 1

In answer to doubt God simply restates the promise.  Pharaoh will soon demand that they go.  Peace comes by encouraging ourselves with the certain outcome of God’s promises (Romans 15:13).  The Lord is able (Daniel 4:35).

LX. Jehovah- verses 2-3

God’s great name is “Jehovah”.  He is the self-existent and all-sufficient one.  God was known to the patriarchs as:

Elohim- God (the Creator)

El Shaddai- God Almighty

Here He reveals Himself as “Jehovah” or the “I Am”.  Verse 3 does not mean that the patriarchs had never heard this name but that its meaning was not known.  They knew God as the one who promises rather than the promise keeper (Hebrews 11:13).  God waited until time to fulfill the covenant before revealing the content of this name.  God has an obligation to the glory of His own Name to fulfill His promises (Joshua 7:7-9, Psalm 79:9-10, Ezekiel 20:9, 14, 22, 44).

Likewise in the new covenant God’s “I wills” are the cause for rejoicing (Jeremiah 31:31‑34).  The glory of the gospel is God'’ free grace.  Security is not in what we might do but in what God will do.

LXI. The Covenant- verses 4-5

The reason God would deliver Israel is because of His covenant.  This covenant was made with them through Abraham before their birth.  It was based not on their goodness but on God’s love (Deuteronomy 7:6-8).  What a wonderful picture of the covenant of grace made with the elect through Christ (Ephesians 1:4).

LXII. Promise Of Redemption- verses 6-8

Because of God’s covenant He will redeem Israel and bestow upon her all the covenant blessings.  The best part of the covenant here is the “I wills”.  Notice here God’s seven “I wills”:

1.  “I will bring you out from under the burdens of Egypt”.

2.  “I will rid you out of their bondage”.

3.  “I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgment”.

4.  “I will take you to me for a people”.

5.  “I will be to you a God”.

6.  “I will bring you into the land”.

7.  “I will give it you for an heritage”.

LXIII. Further Unbelief- verses 9-12

Each trial seemed to bring forth fresh doubt in Israel.  Even Moses seemed to have no hope.  Truly there is no dependence to be put in man.  How slow we are to realize that God’s word is never failing support.  No amount of opposition matters.

LXIV. The Charge Repeated- verse 13

LXV. Genealogical Information – verses 14-27

While this section may seem to be an interruption of the narrative it actually gives information critical to the history of Israel.  Moses was the leader of Israel and Aaron was the father of the priestly line.  This record positively identifies them as descendants of Levi.  The tribe of Reuben and Simeon are mentioned because, like Levi, the fathers of these tribes were children of Leah (Genesis 29:31-35).

Interestingly Moses records something concerning his own parents that most would wish to leave unmentioned.  Moses’ father had married his own aunt.  Under the Old Covenant law this union would be forbidden (Leviticus 18:12).  The Old Covenant was not in force when this marriage occurred.  Knowing however the nature of men we believe that had Moses not be writing by inspiration of God he would have deleted either the law or the details of his parent’s marriage from the record.

LXVI. The Heart of Moses- verses 28-30

The chapter ends with God asserting His greatness and Moses his unbelief.  We might take a moment to notice the sources of Moses’ doubt.  In verse 30 he reveals that he is plagued with a sense of his own sinfulness.  This is implied by the expression “uncircumcised lips” (Compare to verse 12).  Seeming setbacks in God’s work often cause the Lord’s servants to blame themselves.  In Exodus 5:22-23 we also see that Moses was deeply discouraged. Thankfully our weakness does not hinder God.

Exodus 7

Introduction

In Exodus 6:30 we left Moses in the valley of despair.  The weakness of Moses is clearly recorded that all may see that the real power behind Israel’s deliverance came from the Lord.  In our Christian service God likewise permits hard times, seemingly fruitless labors, and discouragement so that we may realized the source of the gospel’s ultimate success (II Corinthians 4:7).

LXVII. God’s Plan – Verses 1-2

God’s plan is to use men.  Moses was the revealer of God’s will to Aaron and the executor of God’s will upon Pharaoh.  The word “god” in scripture can refer to someone with authority from Almighty God (John 10:34-35, Psalm 82:1-2).

LXVIII. Pharaoh’s Heart Hardened – Verses 3-5

In several places Pharaoh is said to have hardened his own heart.  Apart from God’s grace men will naturally rebel and move further and further from God.  Whenever God ceases to restrain men their inherit depravity will cause them to wax worse and worse (Romans 1:24, 26, 28).

Here God is said to have hardened Pharaoh’s heart (verse 3).  This is the just and judicial judgment of God upon man’s sin.  While we rejoice that God is perfectly holy, yet we realize that in hardening men He goes beyond the mere removal of restraints.  He is never the author of sin yet He so orders things that the wicked are judged and His purposes are carried out (Deuteronomy 2:30, Joshua 11:19-20).  God hardens men not by infusing evil into their nature but by:

BS. False Prophets – II Thessalonians 2:11-12, Matthew 24:24

Can we doubt that Pharaoh’s magicians were an instrument in His hardening?

BT. Satan – Luke 22:3-6.

Unsaved men are already under Satan’s delusion (II Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2).  God can justly allow Satan even greater power over those He would harden in a special way.

BU. Circumstances – Matthew 6:13

How easily God can permit events that turn men’s evil desires into actions.  Let us all be humble.  Sometimes it is only lack of opportunity that keeps men from open debauchery.

BV. Man’s mental state

Some of the Hebrew words used to refer to God’s work of hardening men seem to refer to the firming up of one’s resolutions.  Perhaps we could say that while God does not instill evil convictions in men, yet He gives some men the courage of their convictions.  Think of Pharaoh’s persistent rebellion as Egypt is destroyed around him.

LXIX. Meeting Pharaoh – Verses 6-9

Moses and Aaron were informed in advance of what they would face.  The Lord may not give us the same knowledge in specific matters, but those who study the scriptures learn what to expect from men and God.

God often still sends us to proclaim His word to those who will not listen.

LXX. The First Sign – Verses 10-13

Remember that the signs done for Israel were done separately from those performed before Pharaoh (Exodus 4:29-31).  Here is the first sign done before Pharaoh.  Indeed this was to be a contest between God and the gods of Egypt.

It is important to note that one of Satan’s favorite tools is the “supernatural” (II Thessalonians 2:9, Matthew 24:24).  God’s men are often withstood by Satan’s workers (II Timothy 3:8).  Satan’s signs are accompanied by a denial or corruption of God’s Word and are often permitted as a test of men’s hearts (Deuteronomy 13:1-3, I Corinthians 11:19).

There has been much discussion as to how the magicians performed their works.  Were they clever tricks or works of Satanic power?  The Bible does not answer this question.  It is not necessary that we understand all of Satan’s ways, but to obey God.  We do notice that the Lord’s signs are in every way superior to Satan’s “lying signs and wonders” (II Thessalonians 2:9).  Think of the works of Christ and His apostles as contrasted with modern self-proclaimed “healers”.  Even the Egyptian magicians eventually confessed that Moses alone worked by the power of God (Exodus 8:19).

LXXI. The First Plague – Verses 14-25

Now the contest becomes more severe.  The Nile was the basis of life and religion in Egypt.  They worshipped the river and its inhabitants.  The waters fertilized and watered their crops, supplied them with fish, and remained the favorite beverage.  In one stroke the water of this great river becomes blood.  What a wake-up call to Egypt.

Notice the folly of Pharaoh’s magicians.  The last thing Egypt needed was more blood.  Satan has power but it can never stay God’s judgment (Daniel 4:35).  Neither is it ever used for anyone’s benefit.

Consider also the mercy of God.  This judgment lasted only seven days.  The Egyptians were also allowed to dig for water and preserve their lives.  The Lord is longsuffering.  His blows become harder only as man continues to rebel.  Remember that Moses had warned Pharaoh twice before this judgment fell.

Addendum to Lesson (Taken from Commentary on the Book of Exodus by James G. Murphy)

This second appeal having failed to make any impression on the heart of Pharaoh, the Lord, as a third and last resort, directs Moses to the infliction of the first of a series of judicial strokes, increasing in intensity of effect, by which the refractory monarch is at length compelled to let the people go.  The Jewish Rabbis have not been slow to observe the regular order in which these successive strokes are arranged, and the gradual advance which they made from the external to the internal, and from the mediate to the immediate hand of God.  

They are in number ten; which is one of the numbers of perfection.  They are divided first into nine and one; the last one standing clearly apart from all the others, in the awful shriek of woe which it draws forth from every Egyptian home.  The nine we arrange in threes.  In the first of each three the warning is given to Pharaoh in the morning (Exodus 7:15, 8:20, 9:13).  In the first and second of each three, the plague is announced beforehand (Exodus 8:1, 9:1, 10:1), in the third not (Exodus 8:16, 9:8, 10:21.  At the third the magicians of Pharaoh acknowledge the finger of God (Exodus 8:19), at the sixth they cannot stand before Moses (Exodus 9:11), and at the ninth Pharaoh refuses to see the face of Moses any more (Exodus 10:28).  In the first three Aaron uses the rod; in the second three it is not mentioned; in the third three Moses uses it, though in the last of them only his hand is mentioned.  All these marks of order lie on the face of the narrative, and point to a deeper order of nature and reason out of which they spring. 

The graduation in the severity of these strokes is no less obvious.  In the first three no distinction is made among the inhabitants of the land; in the remaining seven a distinction is made between the Israelites, who are shielded from, and the Egyptians, who are exposed to, the stroke.  In these seven which are peculiar to the Egyptians, the order is the reverse of that in the work of creation.  Three refer to the animal creation, and three to the vegetable world, the support of animal life. The last of these six is darkness, the opposite of light, the product of the first day; and the seventh is death.  The first three affect the health and comfort of man; the next three take away the staff of life; then comes death itself, and the work of destruction is complete.

LXXII. The Purpose Of The Plagues

In reading the Bible, one is struck with how often this contest between God and Egypt is mentioned.  Here for the first time since Babel the conflict between God and this world system comes into plain sight.  God’s judgments crushed Egypt and exposed her gods as imposters.  These events forever stand as a warning to the nations of a greater future judgment.  The memory of these things was to humble the heathen and comfort the people of God (Joshua 2:8-11, Psalm 105:26-45).

Exodus 8

Introduction

In this chapter we have the plagues of the frogs, lice, and flies.  God carried out many purposes in these miracles:

1. Each plague was a judgment on Egypt’s gods (Numbers 33:4).

2. These signs gave Israel a future ground for trust in God (Deuteronomy 7:17-19).

3. Egypt was judged for her treatment of Israel (Genesis 12:3, Genesis 15:14).  These plagues remind us of the judgments of God that will fall on the world during the Great Tribulation (Revelation 6-19).

4. God’s name was exalted (Exodus 9:16).

LXXIII. The Frogs – Verses 1-6

How like the Lord to use such a weak and seemingly foolish instrument to judge this great nation (I Corinthians 1:27-28).  It is as if God wished to show His contempt of human power (Psalm 107:40-43).  The Egyptians were a very clean and particular people.  This plague must have made life a burden to be endured with disgust.

II. The Magicians – Verse 7

All Satan can do is add to this world’s problems.  First more blood and here more frogs.  On is reminded of modern healers who take the money and create confusion of mind in those who are already sick.

III. Pharaoh’s Desperation – Verses 8-11

Pharaoh is convinced that only God can remove this judgment.  He is humbled into a temporary submission.  Moses is much to be commended in his words here.  He makes sure that God receives all the credit.  He allows Pharaoh to choose the time for the frogs’ removal so that all will know that it was not a natural but a supernatural event.

IV. Pharaoh Hardened – Verses 12-15

Miracles alone never change the heart.  No sooner is the plague removed than Pharaoh hardens his heart.  Look at the transient effect that wars and disasters have on people today.

V. The Lice – Verses 16-19

This plague as with the two others came without warning.  Again we see with what contempt God regards human power that He would use lice as a judgment (Psalm 2:4).

Here the priests and magicians are humbled.  The magicians cannot duplicate the judgment and confess that God is at work.  We hear no more of them (Compare this with Numbers 23:23).  History records that Egyptian priests shaved their heads and body to avoid this defiling pest.  Under this plague all of Egypt’s religious leaders must have been considered too unclean to perform any religious rite.

VI. The Flies – Verses 20-24

What a destructive and disgusting judgment.  Life must have been unbearable.  Notice that in each plague there is proof that the Lord is at work.  The frogs were removed at the time of Pharaoh’s choice.  The magicians could not duplicate the miracle of the lice.  In this plague Goshen is exempted from the swarms of flies.  This revealed God’s complete control over the circumstances and His care for His people.  Pharaoh must not think that God can not destroy Egypt without destroying His own people.  Perhaps Pharaoh was counting upon this as a reason why God would not go too far in judging Egypt.

VII. Pharaoh Bargains Deceitfully – Verses 25-32

Pharaoh is so humbled by the flies that he begins to offer terms.  First he offers Israel time to worship within the borders of Egypt.  Moses rejects this.  The sacrifices of Israel would have provoked the Egyptians to anger and thus have endangered Israel.  Pharaoh then offers to let Israel go into the wilderness if they will remain near.

In Pharaoh we see an illustration of the fact that fear alone never brings true and lasting repentance.  Only as one is convicted by the Holy Spirit can he truly repent (II Corinthians 7:10).  Moses warns Pharaoh but no sooner are the flies removed than he hardens his heart and breaks his promise.  Men by nature are all like this.

Exodus 9 & 10

Introduction- 

In these chapters we have the record of six more plagues.  Both the economy and the theology of Egypt were destroyed.  Their bodies were stricken and in some cases slain.  None of this however sufficed to humble Pharaoh.  Judgement alone never brings true repentance (Revelation 9:20-21).

LXXIV. Egypt’s Cattle Destroyed- Exodus 9:1-7

These rulers were so separated from the everyday affairs of life that one wonders if Pharaoh truly grasped the seriousness of these judgements.  That he did not seems to be implied in Exodus 10:7.

LXXV. Egypt Smitten With Boils-  Exodus 9:8-12

Now for the first time the Egyptians were smitten with terrible pain.  God was warning them that His judgements had no limit.  Continued rebellion would bring total destruction.  We cannot but smile at the plight of the magicians in verse 11.

LXXVI. Egypt Smitten With Hail-  Exodus 9:13-26

Having been warned by the boils, Egypt is now visited by a plague that not only destroys vegetation but has the power to kill man and beast.  We cannot however but notice how merciful and longsuffering God is.  Before this plague falls all are warned and given the opportunity to save both life and flocks.  What can we think of those who still refused to fear and believe God (verses 20-21).  Are not God’s judgements just?  Think of how long God will have put up with man’s unbelief before the judgements of the great Tribulation fall.

In verse 16 God explained to Pharaoh that his very existence and elevation as ruler was brought about that the Lord might be exalted.  What greatness there is with the Lord.  The highest of men are mere instruments of His will.  Paul refers to verse 16 to illustrate the sovereignty of God in salvation (Romans 9:17-23).

LXXVII. Temporary Repentance- Exodus 9:27-35

True repentance brings a permanent change of mind (II Corinthians 7:10).  There is, however, a change produced by fear rather than by saving grace.  This is manifested by its temporary nature (II Peter 2:20-22).

Even as Pharaoh’s hypocrisy is being described the mercy of God is manifested.  Had Egypt truly repented God would have taken care that starvation would not come (verses 31-32).  Sadly their rebellion caused even this mercy to be withdrawn (Exodus 10:5).

LXXVIII. A Permanent Testimony- Exodus 10:1-2

Both judgements and mercies are for the purpose of bringing God glory (Romans 9:21‑23).  God explains to Moses that these signs are to form a record of God’s greatness for future generations.  Even today out faith is to be strengthened by the memory of God’s great works (Romans 15:4).  May we not also believe that this record stands as a warning to the nations of their future clash with the Almighty.  The next time you read the “Book of the Revelation” notice how much of the imagery comes from Exodus.

LXXIX. Pharaoh Threatened With Locusts- Exodus 10:3-6

Verse 3 truly exposes the heart of sinful man.  By nature pride keeps us from humbling ourselves before God.  This bowing before God is either accomplished in salvation or in judgement (Philippians 2:9-11).

LXXX. Pharaoh Bargains- Exodus 10:7-11

Pharaoh’s servants become exasperated and chide him into bargining with Moses.  Notice however that Pharaoh is only bargaining with God as a rival, not submitting as a servant.  He still has no intention of obeying God.  

LXXXI. The Locust- Exodus 10:12-20

How strange the armies that God uses (Joel 2:11).  He needs none of man’s power to humble man.  The horror of this plague would have to be experienced to be understood.  When the locusts were removed all vegetation had been stripped.  Egypt was a scene of utter desolation yet Pharaoh’s heart is hardened by God 

(Think in our own days of scenes like Somalia where all industry and agriculture is destroyed yet men continue to wrestle for power unconcerned by the devastation.)

LXXXII. Darkness In Egypt-  Exodus 10:21-29

Egypt’s main deity was Ra the sungod.  For three days God reveals His power over this pretend deity.  Only Israel had light.  

Pharaoh again wishes to bargain but when his compromises are rejected he flies into a rage and orders Moses forever out of his sight upon pain of death.  At this point God ceases to warn Pharaoh.  From here on there is no mitigation.  Egypt is stripped of her riches, her firstborn, and her armies.  The greatest nation on earth is reduced to a scene of desolation. 

LXXXIII. Pharaoh Compromises

Many have seen in Pharaoh’s bargaining a type of Satan’s temptation of saints in all ages.  When Satan cannot cause full scale rebellion against God he attempts more subtle diversions from God’s will.

Notice now that God seeks not to bargain but to be obeyed.  His orders to Israel were clear.  They were to make a clean break with Egypt in their worship (Exodus 3:18).  Pharaoh however as an instrument of Satan would moderate this:

A.  He offers to let them worship God in Egypt (Exodus 8:25).  This is a picture of all who would mix the church with the world.  It is the doctrine of Balaam and such worship is spiritual adultery (James 4:4).  True saints who try to join with the world will only be despised (Exodus 8:26-27).  Imagine a scriptural church joining with false churches in worship.  If they preached and practiced truth they would totally offend the others.

B.  Next Pharaoh offers to allow them to worship if they will not go as far as God commands (Exodus 8:28).  Satan still encourages God’s people not to be “fanatical” in their obedience to God.

C.  In Exodus 10:8-11 Pharaoh will allow worship if the families are not included.  Such reminds one of Russia where parents were not permitted to proselyte their own children.  Satan wants our family.

D.  In Exodus 10:24 Pharaoh will allow God to be worshipped if Israel left their possessions behind.  Until God has control of our wallet we are still in Satan’s hand (Matthew 6:21).  If our treasure is in Egypt our worship is of no value (Matthew 6:24-34).

May we learn from all this that the only acceptable worship is that which involves whole hearted and unreserved obedience to God.

Exodus 11

Introduction

Exodus 10 closed with Moses and Pharaoh engaged in their final words to each other.  Exodus 11:1-3 breaks into this conversation to give us some necessary background information.  In Exodus 11:4 this final interview of Moses with Pharaoh is resumed.

LXXXIV. One More Plague- Verse 1


What folly for mortal man to disobey God.  Pharaoh learned that there is no turning back or hindering God in the accomplishment of His will (Compare Exodus 5:2 with Exodus 12:31-32).  The Lord knows how to humble the stubborn and overcome man’s puny resistance (Isaiah 14:27).

God could have struck this blow first and avoided the delay.  He is however a longsuffering sovereign who gave Pharaoh opportunity to obey and thus miss this terrible judgement.  In so doing, the Lord revealed His mercy, exposed man’s wicked heart, and left a record of His mighty power.

LXXXV. Spoiling Egypt- Verses 2-3

Israel was to prepare for the exodus by borrowing the riches of the Egyptians.  The awe in which Moses had come to be held made their requests successful and thus fulfilled God’s promise (Genesis 15:14, Exodus 3:21).  God can always open doors for His own.

Some have been disturbed at the idea of Israel borrowing without repayment.  Aside from the fact that God alone truly owns His creation and can dispose of it as He pleases we should consider also:

1. The Hebrew word translated “borrow” means to “ask” or “request” and does not necessarily convey the promise of repayment. 

2. Israel had enriched Egypt without receiving wages.

3. By leaving Egypt, God’s people left their homes and land to be claimed by the Egyptians.

LXXXVI. A Terrible Judgement- Verses 4-6

God is longsuffering yet continued rebellion will bring the day of wrath (Proverbs 29:1).  The firstborn was the hope, strength, and heir of the family.  No family in Egypt would be exempt.  From the mansion to the hovel, none escaped the visit of the death angel.  A night like this the world has seen but once.  Imagine this taking place in our country.  Grief everywhere!  When men grow deaf God knows how to speak so that they will hear.

LXXXVII. The Safety Of God’s Covenant People- Verse 7

Not an Israelite was slain.  Not even a noisy dog barked out a threat against God’s people that night.  By nature they were no better than the Egyptians.  It was God’s electing and redeeming grace that made the difference.  There is safety in Jesus Christ.  What a picture! All of the chosen nation safe, all of the world under judgement.  In this Israel is a type of the elect and blood-bought saints of all ages.

LXXXVIII. Pharaoh Hardened- Verses 8-10

In verse 8 Pharaoh is informed that all Egypt will soon repent of his determination to keep Israel in bondage.  Moses boldly speaks God’s word to Pharaoh and then leaves in a state of righteous indignation.  (The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart has been covered in a former lesson).

Exodus 12

Introduction

In Exodus 12 we have recorded the final plague upon Egypt and one of scriptures greatest types of redemption.  The passover was a sacrifice where the lamb took the place of the firstborn.  Not only was the substitutionary nature of our Lord’s death illustrated but many details of redemption were brought to light.  Best of all the Apostle Paul leaves no room for anyone to question the divine intention of making this event a type of salvation through Christ (I Corinthians 5:7).

LXXXIX. A New Beginning - Verses 1-2

The month of the passover was to mark a new beginning for Israel.  Henceforth this month which had been the seventh of the old year would be the first of Israel’s new sacred year.  Several thoughts come to mind here:

BW. Our calendar counts years from the birth of Christ.  He is the focal point of history. 

BX. Redemption is a new beginning in the life of God’s people.  It is a deliverance from the bondage created by the world, the flesh, and the devil (II Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 2:1-5).

XC. The Lamb - Verses 3-6

BY. The Lamb of God- John 1:29

The passover sacrifice was to be a lamb.  This mild-natured and inoffensive animal is often used in scripture to picture Christ Jesus (Isaiah 53:7, Genesis 22:8).  The lamb was to be a male of the first year.  It was to be unblemished, thus making it an apt type of the perfect lamb of God (I Peter 1:18-19). 

BZ. God’s Time Frame

This lamb was to be penned up on the tenth day and slain on the fourteenth day of the same month.  This reminds us that our Lord lived and died within the time frame of God’s plan (Galatians 4:4-5).  No one could speed up His death (Matthew 2:13), yet He gave up His life at the appointed time (Luke 23:46).

CA. The Lamb Penned Up

Why was the Lamb penned up from the tenth to the fourteenth day?  Was it not to verify by observation that there was no undetected blemish in it?  Our Lord lived thirty years upon earth before His public ministry even began.  At the end of this period the Father declared Him to be blemish-free (Matthew 3:16-17).  Christ’s death would be meaningless if His purity could be questioned.  As the last Adam he was tested and approved in every way (Hebrews 7:26).

CB. Particular Redemption

In scripture the sacrifices were never offered for people in general but rather for some in particular.  The sinner was identified with, and represented by the sacrifice before it was even offered (Leviticus 1:1-15).  Even on the great day of atonement the sacrifice and scapegoat was for the covenant nation, not the other peoples of Canaan (Leviticus 16:15-16 & 20-22).  Thus in Exodus 12 we are not surprised to learn that the lamb was slain for, and eaten by a people that were chosen to partake of it before hand.

Christ came to die for those who were specially beloved by the Father.  These were chosen to be blessed in Christ Jesus who as their surety would represent them on the cross (Ephesians 1:3-4).  Their names were from eternity placed in the book of life (Revelation 17:8) as those for whom Christ would die (Revelation 13:8).  As a shepherd He would give His very life for these (John 10:11).  Those chosen in Christ will all partake of the benefits of His saving work (Acts 13:48, II Timothy 1:9, Romans 8:32-34).

We refer to this eternal purpose of God as the “covenant of grace”.  This covenant is between the persons of the Trinity concerning the salvation of those given to Christ by the Father (John 6:37, 17:9).  These covenant people are typified in Israel.  Notice that while all of Israel had a lamb (verse 6), all the Egyptians, representing the world, lost their firstborn (verse 29).

CC. The Lamb Slain

“For the wages of sin is death…”.  Either the lamb or the firstborn must die.  Christ is our substitute and our passover (I Corinthians 5:7).  He bore the penalty of our sin and by faith we are clothed in His righteousness (II Corinthians 5:21).

CD. The Sufficiency Of The Lamb

Those who trust in Christ find a perfect and all-sufficient Savior.  In some cases the house was too small for the lamb, but the lamb was never too small for the house.  Christ can save completely all who come to Him by faith (Colossians 2:9‑10).

Before closing our study on verses 3-6 we should notice that while thousands of lambs died, the word “lamb” is always in the singular.  Does this not emphasize that only one lamb could really take away sin?  The ‘many’ simply pointed to that ‘one’.

XCI. The Blood- Verse 7

It was not enough that the lamb was slain.  The blood must be applied to the door so all behind it would be safe.  When the death angel passed by it was not the good works of the household, but the blood on the doorposts that saved (verse 13).

Notice that the blood was applied to the top and side posts of the door.  No blood was applied at the bottom, for to tread upon Christ and to despise His blood is to incur God’s wrath (Hebrews 10:29).

XCII. The Lamb Eaten- Verses 8-11

Everyone for whom the lamb was slain feasted upon it.  This illustrated the truth that salvation is a partaking of Christ Jesus by faith.  To spiritually hungry sinners He is the bread of life (John 6:35).  As with every type that foreshadowed the Savior, our Heavenly Father was very particular about the details;

CE. The lamb was to be roasted with fire until fully cooked.  No other method of preparation was allowed.  Most students see in this a picture of Christ suffering for our sins, the just wrath of Almighty God.  Our sins brought God’s judgment upon His own Son (Isaiah 53:10, Zechariah 13:7).  As our Lord Jesus suffered on Calvary He, like those in Hell, received no water (John 19:28, Luke 16:24).

CF. The lamb was to be eaten with unleavened bread.  This represented the sincerity and the absence of guile or hypocrisy in those who partook of the lamb (I Corinthians 5:8).  No one can come to Christ by faith except they come in sincerity and truth.  Paul also used the command concerning the unleavened bread to emphasize the need for purity and discipline in New Testament churches (I Corinthians 5:1-13, note verses 6-8).

CG. The lamb was also to be eaten with bitter herbs.  These represented the godly sorrow and repentance found in those who receive Christ (II Corinthians 7:10).

CH. Carefully note that the entire lamb was to be consumed.  Those who are truly saved have received Christ in all of His offices.  He is a prophet to teach us, a priest to cleanse our souls, and a king to rule over us.  No one has Him as Savior who refuse Him as Lord.

CI. No part of the lamb was left for mere secular use.  All was to be consumed at the feast or else burned.  Woe to those who attempt to use Christ for worldly purposes.  Some join churches for business or social reasons.  As Judas learned, this is a most dangerous business.

CJ. We might also observe that by burning the remains, none was allowed to spoil.  Christ’s precious body saw no decay (Acts 2:27).

CK. Those who partook of the lamb were to do so in full travel attire.  Faith in Christ brings one out of Egypt (Colossians 1:13) and makes one a spiritual pilgrim (Hebrews 11:13).

CL. Finally we observe that the passover was to be eaten in haste.  Only such as flee to Christ really come to Him (Hebrews 6:18). 

XCIII. Passing Through- Verse 12

The Egyptians represented the entire lost world that without Christ will finally suffer God’s judgment.  The gods of Egypt were also judged just as Satan and his angels will one day suffer for their rebellion (Matthew 25:41).

XCIV. Passing Over- Verse 13

None of Israel’s firstborn died.  The blood stood between them and the death angel.  Likewise we are safe because Christ shed His blood for our sins and thus became our passover (I Corinthians 5:7).  We are as guilty as the world but Christ’s blood justifies from sin (Romans 5:9) and cries out for mercy (Hebrews 12:24).

XCV. A Memorial - Verse 14

The feast of the passover was to be repeated every year as a memorial.  In this way the gospel continued to be proclaimed in picture.  In a very real way the Lord’s Supper serves the same purpose in our age.  The passover pointed forward to Christ while the Lord’s Supper points back to Him (I Corinthians 11:26).

It is interesting that it was at the last passover before Christ abolished the Old Testament ceremonial law with His death that He instituted the Lord’s Supper for a new age (Colossian 2:14-16, Matthew 26:17-30).

XCVI. The Feast Of Unleavened Bread - Verses 15-20.

On the day of the passover the feast of unleavened bread began.  On that day the house was carefully searched and all leaven (yeast) was removed.  Even the floors were swept lest a crumb of leavened bread remained.  For seven days no leaven was allowed in the house or used in the bread.  The first and seventh days were an holy convocation.  Knowing that leaven is a type of sin the symbolism is plain:

CM. The passover was a type of redemption.  Redemption brings a cleansing from sin (Hebrews 9:14).  Those who trust Christ will, by repentance, sweep out the leaven of sin.  

CN. We who are redeemed need to be careful to keep the leaven of sin out of our lives (II Timothy 2:22).

CO. Those eating leaven were to be cut off from the assembly (verse 19).  In the same manner those baptized into the Lord’s church are claiming to be redeemed by the blood of Christ.  By repentance the leaven has been swept from their life.  Should they at a later time begin to reintroduce the leaven of sin into their lives and thus into the membership of the church they are to be dealt with (Galatians 6:1, I Timothy 5:20).  When such remain unrepentant they are to be cut off from the privilege of church fellowship (I Corinthian 5: 1-13).

XCVII. Further Information Concerning The Passover - Verses 21-23

CP. In verse 21 the lamb is called the “passover”.  This agrees with New Testament scripture (I Corinthians 5:7).  Christ does not help in salvation, He is our Salvation.  In Him alone do we find acceptance with God and forgiveness of sin (Matthew 1:21).  

CQ. The blood of the passover lamb was applied to the doorposts with hyssop.  Hyssop was a small plant suitable for the purpose.  In other parts of the Old Testament it is associated with the cleansing power of the blood (Leviticus 14:2-7, Numbers 19:18-19, Psalm 51:7).  

Clearly hyssop was a type of faith.  Christ has died but salvation does not come until by faith we receive the benefits of His shed blood (Romans 3:25, Ephesians 2:8-9).  By faith the blood is applied and we are cleansed.  Even the repentance and humility that accompany true faith are illustrated by the insignificant appearance of the plant (I Kings 4:33).  It is not great faith but faith in a great Savior that saves.

CR. These scriptures reveal the security of God’s people. None of the covenant people were to go out of the door and the destroyer would not come in.  When all was past there was not one Israelite dead (Exodus 11:7).  God had chosen, redeemed, and kept them.  Saving faith comes from God and never turns from Christ (I John 5:4, I Peter 1:5).

XCVIII. God Keeps His Word - Verses 29-36

Absolute dependence may be placed upon God’s word.  As God had promised so it happened.  Judgment came, Israel was thrust out of Egypt, yet they came out with great wealth (Genesis 15:13-14).

XCIX. Leaving Egypt - Verses 37-39

Nearly two million people marched out of Egypt hurried on by the Egyptians who feared for Israel to remain there any longer (verse 33).  We can scarcely conceive what this was really like.  Only divine intervention such as the plagues could have nerved Israel for this, and only faith could sustain them.  It is not difficult to envision the murmuring that occurred after a few days as many began to wonder if they were not on an insane trek.  Only faith is content to follow God and to rely on Him for every need.

Adding to the difficulties faced by Moses was the presence of a mixed multitude that followed Israel out of Egypt.  This group probably consisted of slaves and disaffected Egyptians who were glad for any chance to leave Egypt.  When Satan cannot keep the redeemed in Egypt, he sends the mixed multitude into Canaan.  Much of the trouble and worldliness in church may be traced to this crowd (Numbers 11:4).  They profess to follow Christ but hunger after the world.

C. A Night To Be Much Observed - Verses 40-42

The passover and exodus both stand as a testimony to God’s power in delivering Israel and as a type of redemption through Christ.

CI. The Feast Restricted - Verses 43-50

God has always been particular about those things that pointed to Christ.  Love to the Savior should motivate us to follow the divine pattern in these matters.  May God’s restrictions concerning the passover remind us of the need to scripturally guard the Lord’s Supper.  Much concerning the proper observance of the passover has its counterpart in the Lord’s Supper:

CS. Only those who were circumcised could eat of the passover.  Circumcision was a symbol of the new birth (Colossians 2:11) and a seal of the righteousness obtained by faith (Romans 4:11).  Likewise only those who are saved may partake of the Lord’s Supper.  To partake is to profess communion (participation) in the body and blood of Christ (I Corinthians 10:16).

CT. No stranger or mere passerby was allowed to eat the passover.  They were to be already specified as one who would observe the passover in that household.  Such is also true of the Lord’s Supper.  God’s people are to partake in the church whose watch and care they are under.  To eat of the one loaf is to profess membership in the church observing the ordinance (I Corinthians 10:16-17).

CU. The passover was to be eaten in one house and not carried abroad.  This was the place where God placed His name or authority (Deuteronomy 16:6).   Not even a bone was to be broken lest part of the lamb be carried out of the house. (There is not doubt this command concerning the bones of the lamb had prophetic significance- John 19:31-33).

Today the Lord’s supper can only be scriptually observed in God’s house (I Timothy 3:15) by those who are members.  A scriptural church alone can act in God’s name for it alone has authority to do the work of God’s kingdom (Matthew 28:19, I Corinthians 5:4, Matthew 18:15-20).

CV. Finally notice that all the congregation of Israel was to observe the passover.  Even our Lord delighted to do this (Luke 22:15).  Today every true Christian needs to be baptized and in a church where the Lord’s supper is observed in a Biblical manner.  When the ordinance is observed the whole church should be present (I Corinthians 11:33).  

CII. The Exodus - Verse 51

Exodus 13

Introduction

Exodus 13 continues the record of Israel's exodus.  How rich are the spiritual truths made known in connection with this!  Those who see only the historical event and miss the typology are missing a great picture of salvation through Christ.  Think of modern Jews who observe the passover as a mere reminder of national liberation.  The veil of spiritual blindness hides the great redemptive truths foreshadowed therein (II Corinthians 3:14-15).

CIII. The Firstborn- Verses 1-2

By reason of God passing over and saving the firstborn of Israel He here commands that all the firstborn of man and beast be set apart for Him.  The parents and owners learned that their first and best belonged to God.  More important yet is the fact that the firstborn as redeemed ones typified God's chosen people who are redeemed by the blood of Christ (Hebrews 12:23).  All those saved from God's wrath by faith in Christ are also sanctified by God (I Corinthians 1:2&30).

CIV. The Feast Of Unleavened Bread- Verses 3-10

The Lord here gave the command that the feast of unleavened bread be observed every year once Israel arrived in the promised land.  Note several important thoughts:

1.  This feast reminded them of the repentance and sincerity found in the lives of those who truly know Christ (I Corinthians 5:8).  Leaven is a common type of sin in scripture.  Repentance always accompanies faith in God's lamb (Acts 20:21).  

2.  Mark well the command of God that we teach our children (verses 8-10).  Each new generation is to be carefully instructed.  The parent was to explain to the son that the feast of unleavened bread was to act as a string around his finger to remind him of God's great deliverance.  How easily we do forget.  No wonder Christ has given His church two ordinances to remind them of His work for our salvation (Romans 6:3-6, I Corinthians 11:24-26).  

The Jews took the words of verse 9 in an unnaturally literal sense.  They began to wear phylacteries which were small leather boxes containing strips of parchment with scriptures written on them.  In Matthew 23:5 Christ mentioned the abuse of this custom.  

Their tradition seems to be without scriptural foundation.  The Lord intended the feast itself to be the reminder.  The words of verse 9 and Deuteronomy 6:6-9 seem to have the same meaning as Proverbs 3:1-3 or Psalm 119:11.  The ordinances of God act as a spiritual string around the finger to prod our memory.

CV. Redemption-  Verses 11-16

These scriptures give a further explanation concerning the firstborn male which was set apart for God.  The firstborn male of clean animals was sacrificed unto the Lord.  The firstborn male of unclean animals had to either be redeemed by the death of a lamb or be slain.  All the firstborn male children were redeemed.  (Our Lord Jesus was born under the law.  As Mary’s firstborn this applied to Him.  See Luke 2:22-24).

As the Israelites practiced these duties it was naturally assumed that the children would ask questions (verse 14).  Here again the great works of God in Egypt were to be explained. 

Before moving from this section let us meditate upon some of the spiritual truths illustrated by the redemption of the firstborn:

CW. The firstborn of clean animals was sacrificed to God as was Christ our pure and perfect redeemer.  He was the firstborn (Romans 8:29, Colossians 1:15).

CX. Should we view the firstborn of clean animals as picturing God's people (Hebrews 12:23) then we see the necessity of their lives being dedicated to the Lord (Romans 12:1, I Corinthians 6:19-20).

CY. The unclean animals represented the sinful state of man.  We like the firstborn ass must either die or be redeemed.  The death of the lamb could alone cause the ass to be passed over in judgment.  Without God's lamb man like the ass will die and be cast out from God's presence (verse 13, Jeremiah 22:19, Revelation 20:15).

CZ. The ass typified not only man's danger but his defiled nature.  It was an unclean beast.  By birth it was stupid, stubborn, and bred for slavery (Job 11:12, Genesis 49:14).  Only God would redeem such through His precious Son (Romans 5:6-8). 

DA. At a later time God took the Levites in place of Israel's firstborn sons (Numbers 3:12-13).  Those above the number of the Levites were redeemed with money (Numbers 3:40-51).

What a picture of Christ our great high priest taking our place before God.  He is our priest and our substitute (Hebrews 7:26-27).  In Israel there were insufficient Levites so that some of the firstborn had to be redeemed with money.  In Christ's salvation He is an all sufficient Saviour and none are redeemed with silver or gold (I Peter 1:18).

CVI. The Right Way- Verses 17-18

There were two routes to Canaan.  Israel could have headed northeast through the country of the Philistines and have reached their destination in a few days.  Instead God led them in a southerly direction  toward the Sinaitic peninsula.

There is no doubt man in his fleshly wisdom would have chosen the shortest route.  This teaches us that only the Lord is a safe guide (Proverbs 3:6, Jeremiah 10:23).  His ways may not be short or easy but they are the best (Psalm 107:7).  While Israel may not have understood God's way yet in looking back we see the wisdom of His leadership.  One day we will look back and understand God's way in our lives.  Note now God's purposes with Israel:

DB. God knows the strength and limitations of His people (Exodus 14:17).  Oftentimes the path we complain of is the safest one for us (I Corinthians 10:13, Deuteronomy 32:10-12).

DC. As Israel followed God's leadership their enemies were destroyed (Exodus 14:27‑30).

DD. While going through the wilderness they were led to Mt. Sinai where the law was received.

DE. In the wilderness Israel learned of her own weakness (Deuteronomy 8:2).

DF. In the wilderness Israel learned to trust in God's word ( Dueteronomy 8:3).  Christ referred to this while resisting Satan's temptation.

CVII. The Bones Of Joseph- Verse 19

Joseph believed with all his heart that God would keep His word and take Israel back to Canaan.  So strong was his faith that he caused them to make an oath that they would carry his bones with them when this happened (Genesis 50:24-25, Hebrews 11:22).  That they kept this oath proves that they never totally forgot the promises of God.  We believe that the Israelites knew their history and remembered God's words to the patriarchs.

(This event reminds us of I Thessalonians 4:16.  Just as the bones of Joseph were not left in Egypt so one day the bodies of God's children will be removed from this world.  Our end is not a "coffin in Egypt").

CVIII. The Shekinah-  Verses 20-22

As Israel left Egypt they were led by the pillar of cloud and fire (Psalm 78:14).  This was a visible manifestation of God's presence.  God spoke to them out of the pillar (Psalm 99:6‑7, Exodus 33:9-11).  The Lord's leadership is one of the most valuable blessings we enjoy.  The pillar reminds us of God's presence in our lives:

DG. God leads us by His word (Psalm 119:105, Proverbs 6:20-23).

DH. God leads us by His Spirit (Romans 8:14).  

In many ways the pillar reminds us of the presence of God's Spirit.  The pillar came to Israel after their redemption from Egypt just as the Spirit comes to those who believe on Christ for salvation (Ephesians 1:13).  The pillar like God's Spirit was a light and a covering to God's people (John 16:13, Psalm 105:39).  At the same time the pillar was darkness to the Egyptians just as the world cannot comprehend the things of God's Spirit (I Corinthians 2:14).

Exodus 14
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The Red Sea passage was an important step in Israel's history.  For us it also is significant because of the spiritual lessons to be received from meditating upon this event.  

We might first consider that this incident is often mentioned in scripture as a testimony to the power of God and to the inability of man to stand against Him (Isaiah 51:15, Psalm 136:13-15, Psalm 106:7-8).  The Bible record should remain a great support to our faith when trials and enemies hem us in.

Paul also uses the record of Exodus 14 to exhort God's people to faithfulness.  He points to the Red Sea passage as a figurative baptism (I Corinthians 10:1-2) that publicly confessed the authority of Moses over the nation.  Paul's point is rather simple.  Many who were baptized unto Moses in the Sea and the Cloud died in the wilderness of unbelief and rebellion.  This should be a warning to those who profess Christ in baptism to prove the reality of their salvation by perseverance in faith and godliness (I Corinthians 10:1-12).

CIX. Man's Extremity- Verses 1-2

The Lord's direction placed Israel at a seeming impasse.  In this dead end they were hemmed in on three sides by mountains, desert, and sea.  Certainly the flesh would never have chosen this path.  Those following Christ will often find themselves in such positions (II Corinthians 4:8).

CX. God's Opportunity - Verses 3-4

We must learn that God does not concern Himself with our ease but with His glory and our spiritual good.  The Lord was here creating an opportunity to display His power, destroy Israel's enemies, and strengthen the faith of His people.  May we also view our trials as God's opportunities to bless (II Corinthians 4:7-11, 17).

This move appeared to Pharaoh to create the perfect setting for Israel's capture.  Their direction probably proved to him that they were not returning.  Perhaps the seeming folly of the move caused him to believe that God had forsaken them.   As he recalled the lost treasure and the absence of his slave labor, his heart was hardened.  God set the trap and Pharaoh went for the bait.

How soon the king forgot the power and judgment of God.  What madness to pursue the people when Egypt was already in shambles.  Allow this to stand as a warning to all whom by spiritual stubbornness temp God to judicially harden them in sin.  Those whose lives are not testimonies to the glory of God's grace will become monuments to the awfulness of His wrath and power (Romans 9:17-23).

CXI. Overtaken- Verses 5-9

Israel's two million people were as mere sheep before the approach of a trained and equipped army.  Considering that there were six hundred chosen chariots, the number of  ordinary chariots must have been vast.  God's people seemed to be in a difficult spot.  In reality they were in God's will and in God's hand.  No place could have been safer.

CXII. A Breakdown In Faith- Verses 10-12

The sudden appearance of Pharaoh's army caused Israel to lose all courage.  Should we be surprised at how quickly Pharaoh forgot God's power when we see Israel so quick to stagger through unbelief?  True faith considers God, not the circumstances (Romans 4:19‑20).

CXIII. Faith Is The Victory- Verses 13-14

Was not this one of Moses' most heroic hours?  There was no outward evidence that his faith wavered.  His threefold command to Israel contains the order in which faith operates:

DI. "Fear Not"- How often the Lord Jesus spoke these words (Luke 12:32).  Has God redeemed us to let us perish?  "Faith" and "Fear of circumstances" cannot exist together.

DJ. "Stand Still"- In Israel's case this was to be literally obeyed.  They were to neither flee nor fight.  Even when action is called for there can be an inner stillness that comes from resting upon God's promises.

DK. "See The Salvation Of The Lord"- While verse 13b-14 are promises, this statement must be viewed as a command.  True faith does not worry about what Pharaoh will do but looks to see what God will do.

CXIV. "Go Forward"- Verses 15-18

While Moses was outwardly confident he was inwardly crying out to God.  When the command comes Moses is told to stop praying and obey.  We need not pray about obedience when God's will is know.

CXV. The Pillar- verses 19-20

The pillar moved to the rear of Israel's camp as a protection for them.  Light was provided for Israel while Egypt stumbled in darkness.  God always stands between His people and danger.

CXVI. The Red Sea Divided- Verses 21-22

What appeared to be a dead end became a highway for faith (Hebrews 11:29).  Many have stumbled over the greatness of this miracle.  All attempts to find a natural explanation have failed.  God's child can only say; "Is anything too hard for the Lord?"

CXVII. The Folly Of Fighting Against God- Verses 23-25

In the darkness the Egyptian army may have hardly realized where they were.  As the light broke they began to realize their danger.  The chariots they had such confidence in began to fail (Psalm 20:7).  The memory of God's past judgments must have awakened.  They were seized with terror.  This terror will one day fill the hearts of all that fight against God (Revelation 6:15-17).

CXVIII. A Fearful Contrast-  Verses 26-30

Thus we see all of the redeemed saved and all the Egyptian worldlings lost.  The greatest army on earth perished in a short time without Israel striking a blow.

CXIX. Seeing Is Believing- Verse 31

Those who thought they would die saw their enemies dead on the shore.  This confirmed the leadership of Moses (I Corinthians 10:1-2) and struck fear into Israel's future enemies (Joshua 2:10-11).

Israel rejoiced in this great work of God.  How sad that the people had to see before they could exalt the Lord.  Such faith falters as soon as new troubles arise.  In this case their confidence lasted three days (Exodus 15:22-24).  May we consider often the words of Christ to doubting Thomas (John 20:29).

Exodus 15:1-21
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Our first duty after receiving blessings from God is to thank and praise Him.  God's people often composed hymns of praise after times of deliverance (Judges 5, II Samuel 22).  Exodus 15 records the first of these songs.

This was a song of redemption.  Israel had been delivered and her enemies destroyed.  When we consider that God has redeemed us from sin and hell our song services should take on a new importance.  Today we sing of redemption by the Lamb of God.  One day in Heaven we will add to this the Song of Moses as we contemplate Christ's victory over the nations (Revelation 15:1-4).

CXX. Singing Unto The Lord - Verses 1-2

Moses wrote this hymn and led Israel in the singing.  Our hymns are to be directed toward the Lord as an act of worship.  Every part of this hymn exalts Almighty God as the strength and joy of His people.

CXXI. A Strange Title For The Lord - Verse 3

The expression "man of war" means one expert in battle.  Few modern preachers would use this language to describe God.  They have exalted his love to the neglect of His other attributes.  Our age will end with man once again learning that the God of heaven is a "man of war" (Revelation 19:11-16).

CXXII. Glorious Language - Verses 4-7

With what ease the Lord achieves victory.  As fire consumes stubble or as a boy casts a stone into the water so God deals with opposition.

CXXIII. Power Over Nature - Verse 8

Armies have often been stopped by acts of nature.  The snow stopped Napoleon while a storm destroyed the Spanish Armada.  With God every part of nature is just another weapon in His arsenal.

CXXIV. A Ruler Who Knows Man's Heart - Verse 9

The evil intent of man is never hidden from the Lord (Psalm 2:1-4).

CXXV. A God Like No Other - Verses 10-12

None can do what God can.  Earth's armies are nothing before Him.  The false gods of the ancients were nothing but demons represented by various forms.  God is greater in power than all these and unlike them He is a holy God worthy of our praise.  The gods of the nations are immoral and vindictive thugs.  Purity is the crown jewel of Jehovah's character and even His judgments are righteous.

CXXVI. Redemption - Verse 13

What a type of spiritual salvation.  In mercy God redeems, leads us out of Egypt, and by His strength guides us to glory.

CXXVII. Fear - Verses 14-16

Forty years later the people of Canaan were still afraid (Joshua 2:9-11).

CXXVIII. An Eternal Kingdom - Verses 17-18

Such language ultimately points to God's future purpose of grace toward Israel.  The ups and downs of the past thirty five hundred years have not changed God's plan to make Jerusalem the city of His rule (Isaiah 2:1-5).

CXXIX. The Women's Choir - Verses 20-21

The women went out on their own to dance and praise the Lord.  The dances were the equivalent of jumping for joy.  Even though Miriam was a prophetess she makes no attempt to lead the men in worship.  God has always had a proper order for the sexes.  Miriam later lost this proper spirit and was chastened (Numbers 12:1-15).

Exodus 15:22-27

Introduction

Much in Israel’s history is shocking.  How quickly unbelief followed God’s mighty works.  They walk through the Red Sea on dry land while God destroys the armies of Egypt.  Three days later their praise turns to murmuring.  What this says about human nature!

CXXX. The Leadership Of Moses – Verse 22

At the Red Sea Israel praised God and doubtless gathered spoil from the drowned Egyptians (Exodus 14:30-31).  In this happy frame of mind Moses led them to journey on. For three days they moved through a dry wilderness area.  One can almost see their mood decline, as they become weary and irritated.

CXXXI. Marah – Verses 23 – 25

Finally Israel comes to a place where water is to be found.  Their moods improve as they anticipate refreshment.  Their fears for the safety of their flocks and families are relieved.  Suddenly, however, hope is dashed.  The water is bitter.  They turn on Moses in a complaining spirit.  Consider here several lessons:

DL. God often leads us into situations that test our faith.  Trials were no sign that God had forsaken them or that Moses had erred.

DM. The proper response to trouble and need is prayer, not murmuring.  Verse 24 is the first mention of murmuring in scripture.  Murmuring always reflects a rebellious and sinful attitude.  How much better like Moses to cry out to God in times of need (Philippians 4:6‑7).

DN. In the tree of verse 25 Bible students have often seen a type of the cross of Christ. God’s children as others often endure discouraging and painful providences.  Our bitter waters, however, are sweetened by the knowledge that God works all things for our good (Romans 8:28, James 1:2‑4). It is Calvary’s tree that makes possible this special providence (Galatians 3:13, I Peter 2:24).  God blesses us through Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:3, Romans 8:32).  Like Naomi whose name meant “pleasant” we sometimes feel that bitterness is our lot in life (Ruth 1:19‑22).  Like Naomi we can also learn that clouds of trouble often pour down showers of mercy.

CXXXII. Jehovah’s Promise – Verse 25 – 26

Israel was to learn from this event.  God who turned the sweet waters of the Nile into blood turned the bitter waters sweet.  He can bless His children and judge His enemies.  To Israel He is “Jehovah Rophe’eka” the “Lord that healeth thee”.

CXXXIII. Elim – Verse 22

In God’s wisdom trials are interspersed with times of rest.  God knows how best to lead us along.

Exodus 16

Introduction

God will never lead His people into a place where He can not provide for them (Philippians 4:19).  He often however brings us into situations where only He can provide (Psalm 78:19).

CXXXIV. Murmuring - Verses 1-3

By this time the provisions carried out of Egypt were gone.  The usual means of supplying such a multitude with daily bread were non-existent in the wilderness.  Small bands of nomads used to such a life might scratch out enough to get by but a group the size of a large city would soon come to a point of starvation.

Is it not just like God to show us our need and helplessness before acting on our behalf.  Israel should have known this.  Had not the Lord met each need as it arose?  Instead the people murmured and expressed terrible ingratitude.  Were they really well off in Egypt?  Was not their problem just foolish unbelief in God’s care and power?

The human heart is exposed not only in their unbelief and ingratitude but also in the manner of their murmuring.  Men deceive and hide their guilt even from themselves.  Rather than attack God directly they murmured against His servants.  Was not this simply a veiled attack upon the Lord Himself.  Those who find fault with God’s people or attack His messengers need to consider their real intentions.

CXXXV. Grace - Verse 4

We would expect to read that God responded to their sorry complaints by raining fire and brimstone upon them.  Rather He promised to send “bread from Heaven”.  Indeed we learn that every need of Israel was supplied during the forty years of wilderness wonderings (Deuteronomy 29:5).

CXXXVI. Testing - verses 4-8

While God was gracious in His response yet Israel was to consider that He had heard their murmurings and knew against whom they were really directed.  The very provision of their needs was carried out in a manner that would test their desire to follow the Lord.  God’s methods expose the heart of man.  Consider the following:

DO. The manna was to fall daily.  No vast stores could be accumulated.  Israel will remain in a position where they must live by faith day by day.  Should not we also consider why God only permits us to ask for “daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).  Not a day is to pass that we do not look to Him.

DP. God was very explicit in His laws concerning the gathering of the manna and the Sabbath restriction.  Both faith and love for God were needed to motivate Israel to obedience.  Many never seem to grasp that true love for God is manifest in our obedience to the details of His word (John 14:15).

CXXXVII. Bread From Heaven - Verses 9-15

As a sign that the Lord would act His glory appeared in a special manner through the pillar.  The people were reminded of their sin and then God made His promises known through Moses.  Both flesh and bread would be provided.

There is no valid way to deny the supernatural character of God’s provision.  Deuteronomy 8:3 explains that the manna was given to produce faith.  Man does not live only by his own efforts to acquire his needs, but by faith in God who has but to speak and the need is supplied.  May we like Christ us this against the fiery darts of unbelief cast at us by Satan (Matthew 4:1-11).

Some have foolishly attempted to explain away the supernatural nature of these provisions.  Quail migrate in large numbers in this part of the world but who does not see God’s hand in the timing and size of the flock.

The sending of the manna gives even greater evidence of God’s power.  Consider the miraculous details:

DQ. A vast amount was required to supply two million people.  This need was fully met.

DR. The manna had never fallen before God promised it nor after Israel entered Canaan (Joshua 5:10-12).  Indeed the people had never seen it before.  

DS. Double the amount of manna fell on the sixth day.

DT. No manna ever fell on the seventh day.

DU. Manna kept over night always rotted except that gathered on the sixth day.

DV. The pot of manna gathered as a testimony lasted for generations.

CXXXVIII. An Equality - Verses 16-18

Worthy of notice is the manner in which God fed Israel.  None were placed above another or allowed to hoard or sell the manna.  It had to be gathered daily by each person.  Any stored would spoil.  We also learn that once the manna was gathered it was placed in a common store from which each person was measured out an omer.  Neither greed nor good fortune in gathering could hinder this equality.  What are the spiritual lessons to be gleaned here:

DW. Greed is a real danger to men.  Let us learn to be content with the provision of our needs (Proverbs 30:7-9, I Timothy 6:8).

DX. Political communism is not justified by these scriptures.  This system destroys the incentive for labor and is certainly beside the point being made here.  The manna was not the just reward of honest labor but a free gift like salvation and other spiritual blessings given to the undeserving.  The correct understanding is as follows:

1. Those who receive Christ as the bread of life have all they need in Him (Ephesians 1:3-4).  Christ’s salvation is free and cannot be hoarded or sold.

2. In God’s kingdom there is an interdependence that should produce equality. Each saint has spiritual gifts and strengths that are to be used for others.  Even physical wealth can be used to supply the needs of those who have met our needs in other ways.

Paul used this principle to promote an offering for the poor saints at Jerusalem.  They had shared their spiritual benefits with the Gentiles.  Now that they were in physical need the Gentiles were to provide for this need out of the bounty God had provided (II Corinthians 8:13-15).

Never hoard the blessings that God has given you.  They will only decay (Matthew 6:19).  Remember how much you have been blessed by others.  The person who finds much manna one day may become dependent the next.

CXXXIX. Disobedience - Verses 19-21

God had a distinct purpose for wanting the manna gathered daily.  Only on the Sabbath were they to eat yesterday’s manna.  As expected some did not obey.  God wants our unquestioning obedience (I Samuel 15:22).  As already mentioned this is the real test of faith and love.

CXL. The Sabbath - Verses 22-26

The Sabbath was a gift to Israel for their spiritual and physically well-being (Mark 2:27).  The principle still applies.  Man needs a day to rest and worship.  Let those who labor on the Lord’s Day for no other reason than material gain consider that God is still able to supply our needs (Matthew 6:33).

CXLI. Further Provocation - Verses 27-31

The manna provided a test and Israel failed at every point.  Consider well that none of the people of this generation entered Canaan (Hebrews 3:19).  

The manna for the Sabbath was to be gathered on Friday and also prepared on that day (verse 33).  Would not we be better off to leave the Lord’s day as free of distraction as possible so that it might be used for worship and rest.

CXLII. A Testimony For Future Generations - Verses 32-34

The Lord wishes his great works to be remembered.  Future generations are blessed by the record of God’s power and grace.  To this end a pot of manna was to be kept.  It was eventually placed in the ark of the covenant with the two tables of stone and Aaron’s rod that budded.  Let us be careful to leave a testimony and raise up an Ebenezer for future generations (Psalm 48:12-13, I Samuel 7:12).

CXLIII. Forty Years - Verses 35-36

God never closes one door of provision without opening another (Joshua 5:12).  For forty years no Israelite ever did without.

CXLIV. The True Bread From Heaven - John 6:32-33

Bible teachers have always found in the manna a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.  While some have overtaxed their imaginations in finding parallels yet it cannot be doubted that the manna was intended to point to the Saviour.  The following points somewhat expound the typology:

DY. Bread From Heaven

In John 6 we have the record of Christ feeding the multitude with five loaves and two fishes.  This miracle attracted the people to the Saviour.  Our Lord was grieved because their interest in Him was not of a spiritual nature.  They wanted physical not spiritual bread.  Even the manna was referred to in an attempt to convince Christ to duplicate the miracle (verses 31-32).  Their whole attitude caused Christ to preach His sermon on the true bread from Heaven (verses 26-65).

The Lord Jesus taught that He was the true bread that gave life (verses 33-35, 51). This was in contrast to the manna given to Israel (verses 32, 49-50) which did not give eternal life.  Our Lord was not denying that the manna was intended to be a type or picture of Himself.  He in fact assumed this when He referred to Himself as the “Bread of Life”.  The manna was however only a picture or type.

DZ. The Freeness Of Salvation

The manna was freely given to those who did not earn or deserve it.  Like salvation through Christ it was not for sale (Isaiah 55:1, Ephesians 2:8-9).

EA. Seeking The Bread Of Life

The manna had to be gathered by all.  This was done the first thing in the morning.  Likewise each sinner must seek Christ for their self.  Those who hope to find the Saviour need to seek Him early.

EB. Partaking Of The Bread Of Life

The manna was of no benefit unless it was eaten.  Likewise Christ spoke of our eating His flesh and drinking His blood.  This was symbolic language for the appropriation of Christ and His salvation by faith (Compare John 6:53-56 with verse 35).

EC. Daily Bread

The manna was to be gathered day by day.  In this the need for daily fellowship with Christ was typified.  We are not to live on yesterday’s blessings but we must maintain a daily communion with the Saviour.  This fresh and inner fellowship is referred to in Revelation 2:17.  The source of our life and strength is hid from the world.

ED. Equality In Christ

All Israelites received the same portion of manna.  In the same manner all saints receive a fullness of blessings through Christ (Ephesians 1:3).  Some come with weak faith while others with a strong faith, but all receive the same Saviour.  As Christians our growth and rewards depend upon obedience but each Christian is complete in Christ as far as salvation is concerned (Colossians 2:10).

EE. The Mixed Multitude


The manna was despised by the mixed multitude (Numbers 11:4-6).  Christ never satisfies the unsaved who profess to be God’s children.  Beware of those who want worldly fare in God’s house.  They grow bored with services where only the spiritual is emphasized (Acts 2:42).  The true manna is hidden from them (Revelation 2:17).  The mixed multitude is to be a warning to us (I Corinthians 10:1-6).

Exodus 17

Introduction

Israel, following God’s leadership, arrives at Rephidim where two trials await them.  Trials are not evidence that we are out of God’s will for our lives.

CXLV. Tested Again-  Verse 1

God does not tempt us to sin  (James 1:13), but He most certainly tests our faith.  Several thoughts here are worth consideration:

EF. When we are conscious of having obeyed God let us not get off our guard.  We tend to become lax, forgetting that God promises grace and help, not an absence of trial.  The sinless Son of God was led into trials (Matthew 4:1) and we are called to follow Him.

EG. Our Heavenly Father never leaves us without something to pray about.  The entire Christian sojourn is one of faith.

CXLVI. Moses Under Fire - Verses 2-3

Israel’s repeated unbelief would be shocking did we not know our own hearts.  Moses again reminds the people that their murmurings are really against God (Deuteronomy 6:16).  Men have great difficulty in being honest with themselves.

CXLVII. The Refuge Of The Righteous - Verse 4

Prayer is the real refuge of God’s people (Psalm 50:15).  Moses had learned meekness over the years.  He did not strike out at the people or flee in fear.  God was his recourse and resource.

CXLVIII. A New Type Of Christ - Verses 5-6

Once again God provided for Israel in a supernatural manner.  Even more wonderful is the fact that while the Lord provided relief for Israel’s thirst, He was providing food for our souls.  This incident gives another great type of Christ.  How often Israel received these symbolic manifestations of the Saviour.

EH. The Symbols Identified-  In order to understand the typology we must get the correct symbolism.  Fortunately this is not difficult.

1.  The rock is a type of Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 10:4).

2.  The rod was a symbol of God’s power, authority, and judgment.  This is seen repeatedly in the first sixteen chapters of Exodus.

3.  Moses symbolized the holy law of God.

EI. The Typology Expounded

1.  The rock had to be smitten.  How clearly this reminds us that Christ Jesus could only save us by suffering in our behalf (Isaiah 53:4-5).

2.  The rock was smitten by Moses.  Sin is a transgression of the law (I John 3:4) and death is its penalty (Romans 6:23).  Christ was born under the law (Galations 4:4), honored its precepts with a sinless life (Hebrews 7:26) and then took our place on Calvary.  The curse of the law rested upon Christ (Galations 3:13) because He bore our sins on the tree (I Peter 2:24).  All this is typified in the smiting of the rock by the lawgiver of Israel.

3.  The rock was smitten with the rod of Divine power and judgment.  As Christ suffered for us on Calvary it was the just wrath of the Father toward sin that fell on Him (Isaiah 53, Zechariah 13:7).

4.  The rock was smitten with the elders of Israel acting as witnesses.  In like manner the death and resurrection of Christ was verified by abundant witnesses (Acts 26:26, I Corinthians 15:3-8).

5.  The smiting of the rock supplied Israel with a stream of life-sustaining water (Psalm 78:15-16).   Only because Christ died does He become the water of life for us (John 7:37-39).  In every way He is superior to the empty pleasures and promises of this life (John 4:13-14).  Today the thirst are still invited to come for this life-giving water (Revelation 22:7).

6.  The rock followed Israel through the wilderness (I Corinthians 10:4).  The exact meaning of this expression has been much debated.  Did the rock literally follow them or was it the stream of water?  It would seem sufficient to understand that the spiritual presence of Christ followed them through their wanderings.  Even today we rest in the promise that the Saviour who sustains us will never leave us (Hebrews 13:5).

7.  The rock was never to be smitten again.  Christ died for our sins once and this was sufficient (Romans 6:9-10, Hebrews 9:26).  When Moses later smote the rock again he was severely punished for thus spoiling the type (Numbers 20:2-13).  What must God think of the teaching that Christ is sacrificed over and over in the Roman Catholic Mass.  There was a great finality in the cross.  If you need salvation, speak to the Rock (Numbers 20:7-8, Romans 10:13).

CXLIX. Sins Blot - Verse 7

Massah means “temptation” and Meribah means “chiding”.  The place stood as a reminder of Israel’s unbelief.  How could they question God’s presence in the very shadow of the pillar?  May we leave a better record for the future generations.

CL.  “Then Came Amalek” - Verse 8

In Deuteronomy 25:17-18 we are given the details of this unprovoked attack on Israel.  This was their first battle.  We see God’s feelings toward Amalek in Deuteronomy 25:18‑19.  He became their constant enemy (Exodus 17:16) and eventually destroyed them (Numbers 24:20).

Amalek was a descendant of Esau (Genesis 36:1,12,16).  The name means “war-like”.  God hated Amalek because of their treatment of Israel and because they feared Him not (Deuteronomy 25:18).  They attacked Israel in sight of the Pillar.

The Lord did not want Israel to forget that Amalek was their enemy (Deuteronomy 25:19).  Ironically it was an Amalekite that eventually killed Saul (II Samuel 1:1-8).  He had failed to fully carry out the judgement of God upon them (I Samuel 15:1-23).

We have given this background information so that we can better understand the spiritual lessons of this battle.  Most Bible teachers see in Amalek a type of the Christian’s warfare with the flesh.  This is why Amalek’s attack followed the miraculous supplying of Israel with water.  No one experiences this warfare until they receive Christ.

Only as new creatures in Christ Jesus do we feel the power of our old nature (Galation 5:17, I Peter 2:11, Romans 7:14-25, Romans 8:10).  Just as Joshua did not destroy Amalek so we will never eradicate the power of sin in our flesh during our earthly sojourn.  We are however to mortify the flesh and fight an unrelenting battle against the remnants of sin in our nature.  No mercy is to be shown to the enemy (I Corinthians 9:27). Those saints who become weak and distant from Christ are in the most danger (Deuteronomy 25:17-18, Matthew 26:4).  Let us battle until Christ comes to give us complete victory (Philippians 3:21, Romans 7:24-25).

CLI. The Power Behind The Christian Warfare - Verses 9-13

This scene lays before us a wonderful picture of intercessory prayer.  Herein is the true method of victory in spiritual warfare.  The lifting up of Moses’ hands is clearly meant to typify prayer (Psalm 28:2, I Timothy 2:8).  Consider now some of the lessons found here:

EJ. True prayer does not do away with the need for Christian labor (Verse 9).  We cannot pray for victories in a warfare we do not fight nor for blessings upon labor we do not perform.

EK. God’s warriors need prayer (Ephesians 6:18-19).  Why is it that churches lose ground and Christian lives are marred by the flesh?  Is not it a failure to pray on the part of God’s people?

EL. Prayer is hard work (verse 12).  How easy it is to grow weary in prayer.  Real prayer is the first duty we cease from when we stray from God.

EM. We need to uphold each other in prayer.  The best of men grow weary.  Fellowship and encouragement are necessary.  We may not be able to do what another can but we may hold up their hands.

CLII. A Memorial - Verse 14

Let us make an effort to see that God’s great works are not forgotten.

CLIII. Israel’s Banner - Verses 15-16

Jehovah Nissi means “Jehovah is our Banner”.  The name was another of the “Jehovah” titles.  How important it is to put the crown on the right head.  Neither Moses nor Joshua would take credit for the victory.  It must go to the eternal and self-existent God of Israel.  His name was their standard.  In all this there are lessons for us:

EN. May we always give God the glory for each victory (I Samuel 7:12).

EO. Let us never be ashamed to unfurl our banner and publicly proclaim God as our helper and strength (Psalm 20:5-7).  May Jehovah be the banner of our church.

Exodus 18

Introduction 

This chapter is not placed in the chronological order in which the events occurred.  Jethro’s visit came after Israel arrived at Mt. Sinai and had received the law.  This is evident in verses 5 and 16. Possible reasons for the placement of this narrative are:

1. We are in this way given a contrast of Jethro and the people of Amalek.  Not all Gentiles were enemies of Israel.

2. Moses related the events of Exodus 18 in this order so as not to interrupt the narrative of the giving of the law.

CLIV. A Visit From Jethro – Verses 1-2

These scriptures give us some new information about Moses.  He had sent Zipporah his wife back to Midian.  This probably occurred after the events of Exodus 4:24-26.  Moses no doubt saw that her presence would be a hindrance in Egypt.  There is no evidence that she ever aided Moses in God’s work.  While wives are to help their husbands in God’s work as well as other in other way (Genesis 2:18), an uncooperative wife is no excuse for a man to be unfaithful to God.

CLV. Moses’ Sons – Verses 3-4

Jethro was a wise man.  As much as he enjoyed the company of the daughter and grandsons he knew that they belonged with Moses.  It is a foolish parent who does not encourage children in their marriages (Titus 2:3-5).

CLVI. The Mount Of God – Verses 5-6

Only Sinai was referred to as the Mount of God.  The mountain was in Jethro’s neighborhood (Exodus 3:1).  Horeb seems to have been the range of mountains in which Sinai was found.

CLVII. A Happy Reunion – Verses 7-12

In typical eastern fashion the wife and children are kept in the background.  Moses and Jethro met in an affectionate manner.  What a wonderful example we have here of godly fellowship.  Their reunion took on the form of a worship service.  Moses told of God’s great works since they had last met.  Jethro praised God for His greatness and worshipped Him with an offering.  Aaron and the elders were included in a feast of celebration to honor God.  The feast was said to be held “before God” in verse 12.

CLVIII. Moses’ Heavy Load – Verses 13-16

No group of people can live together without laws and arbitration.  The law of Moses came from God and represented His holy character.  At this point Moses carried the load of dealing with the legal problems of nearly two million people.  Doubtless it was a crushing load.

CLIX. Jethro’s Advice – Verses 17-26

Jethro proposed a division of labor.  Men were appointed at different levels down to the one who judged over ten families.  This somewhat resembles our own judicial system with its various courts of appeal.  In all of this Jethro revealed himself to be a wise man.  Consider now the following:

EP. Jethro recognized that the present system would soon crush Moses and frustrate the people who would tire of waiting.  Even in America we speak of the right to a “speedy trial”.

EQ. Jethro recognized the unique position of Moses as the one who received God’s law (verse 19) and thus the final authority in legal questions (verse 22).

ER. Jethro recognized the need for not only the judges but the people to be taught God’s law (verses 19-20).  A civilization must have citizens who know the content and reasons behind their laws.  As our nation turns from God she is undermining the divine authority of her laws and inviting anarchy.

ES. Jethro realized that his plan could only be implemented if God so permitted (verse 23).

ET. May we also learn from Jethro the importance of a division of labor in God’s work.  Members are to use the gift that God gives them in the work of the church (I Corinthians 12:11-12).  Pastors must beware of becoming so busy that they fail to do the more important work.  This is why deacons are to be ordained (Acts 6:1‑6).  The pastor is to train others to do God’s work, not do it all himself.

CLX. Jethro’s Departure – Verse 27

Exodus 19

Introduction

Often in scripture we find mountains as the scenes of important events.  Think of Mt. Calvary where Christ was crucified and of Mt. Olivet where He will return.  In the Old Testament the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai stands preeminent in importance.

CLXI. Mt. Sinai – Verses 1-2

Israel arrived at Sinai forty-five days after the Passover.  The law was given on the fiftieth day after Passover upon which day the Feast of Pentecost was later celebrated.  Their arrival was prophesied of in Exodus 3:1&2.  

Those who have traveled in this area say it is rough, rocky, and desolate.  The Israelites camped on a huge plain about half a mile wide and several miles long.  The huge granite peak known as Mt. Sinai towered over them.  Some have called it the “pulpit of God” because of its towering appearance over the plain.

CLXII. The Old Covenant – Verses 3-6

After reviewing His gracious deeds God offered to enter into a covenant with the people.  This was the old covenant that established Israel as a theocratic nation.  As God’s special people this covenant would rule their conduct as they went into the land of promise (Deuteronomy 4:5, Joshua 7:11).

In keeping this covenant they were promised certain things.  They would be God’s personal treasure above all people on earth.  As a holy nation they would be set apart for God.  Israel as a kingdom of priests would have access to God by which they could have been a channel of blessing to earth’s other nations.

Every Bible student knows that Israel failed to keep this covenant (Hebrews 8:9).  They lost the promised blessings (Matthew 21:43).  Because of this God made a new covenant (Hebrews 8:8) which was established on better promises (Hebrews 8:6-7).  This new covenant was the promise of salvation through Christ and regeneration through His Spirit (Hebrews 8:10).  It was placed in force by the death of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 9:16, Matthew 26:28).  While the day will come when Israel as a nation shall enter this covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Romans 11:25-27), yet even now individual Jews and Gentiles can enter by faith in Christ (Romans 11:11).  God’s children today are His peculiar possession (Titus 2:14) and a nation of kings and priests (I Peter 2:9, Revelation 5:10).  

Here would be a good place to correct a common misconception.  Many assume that the law was given to save but having failed the gospel was brought in.  This is an error.  The law was never given to contradict or destroy the promise of grace made to Abraham (Galatians 3:13-24).

God’s purpose in giving the law was to reflect His perfect holiness and thus to reveal to man his sinful state.  The law cannot save (Galatians 2:21), show mercy (Romans 10:5) or do ought but condemn men (Romans 3:19).  This is not because the law is defective but because man is sinful (Romans 7:21).  The old covenant was perfectly designed to reveal to Israel her need of a Saviour (Galatians 3:24) and in its ceremonial provisions to point to His saving work.

CLXIII. Israel’s Response – Verses 7-9

The nation willingly entered into this covenant with God.  While they were right to have done so (Deuteronomy 5:29, Isaiah 64:6) they little seem to have comprehended what they were promising. 

CLXIV. The Scene On Mt. Sinai – Verses 10-25

The whole scene accompanying the giving of the law was intended to create awe in the hearts of the people of Israel.  Notice the fearful description:

EU. In verses 10-11 the people are commanded to be ceremonially cleansed in preparation. 

EV. In verses 12-13 they are warned that even to touch the Mount when God descends will bring death.

EW. In verses 14-15 we see a time of anxious waiting during which even normal marital relations are suspended.

EX. In verse 16 the scene was described as one of dark clouds, thunder, lightning, and fear.  A trumpet roared in the ears of the people announcing the presence of God.

EY. In verses 17-19 we read that the whole mount quaked and was covered with smoke.  The blast of the trumpet became more terrible.

EZ. In verses 20-25 the danger of curiosity was rebuked.  Death was the penalty for crossing the bounds.

FA. From other portions of scripture we learn that angels were present (Psalm 68:17, Acts 7:53, Hebrews 2:2).

What was the meaning of this awful and fearful scene?  Was not God teaching us what happens when sinful men come into contact with a Holy God outside of the mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 12:29)?  Let all who hope to escape God’s wrath outside of Christ consider this scene.  God is perfectly holy and His standards are perfect.  Man can never keep these standards nor would any wish to face the penalty of breaking God's law (Romans 3:23, 6:23).

Outside of Jesus Christ there is no hope for the sinner before God.  On Mt. Calvary our Saviour paid the penalty of our sin.  Those who believe in Christ find God to be a merciful Father rather than a unrelenting judge.  May the scene on Mt. Sinai make us appreciate the New Covenant (Hebrews 12:18-24).  May it also warn us of the danger in rejecting God’s mercy offered to us in the gospel (Hebrews 12:25, 2:3-4).

Introduction To The Ten Commandments

Introduction

Our study of the Ten Commandments will be greatly enriched by first considering the general topic of God’s law as it is presented in scripture.

CLXV. The Word “Law” In Its Various Shades of Meaning

The word “law” is often used to refer to different parts of God’s revelation of Himself.  When we hear the word it is necessary that we discern its precise meaning in the context in which it is being used.

FB. The word “law is often used to refer to the Pentateuch or first five books of Moses (Luke 24:27).  Moses in a very unique sense received and recorded the law of God (John 1:17).

FC. The “law” at times seems to refer to the entire word of God (Psalm 1:1-2, Psalm 19:7-10).

FD. The word “law” is often used to designate the entire ceremonial system of worship given to Israel.  This would include the tabernacle, priesthood, offerings, holy days, and dietary laws of the Old Testament (Hebrews 10:1, Hebrews 9:22).

FE. The civil laws to be observed by Israel were referred to as “law”.  Exodus 22-24 gives us an example of this part of the law.

FF. The phrase “moral law” is often used to refer to the basic standards of right and wrong that stand in all ages.  The ceremonial law could be done away with but the duty to love God is forever binding.  The Ten Commandments are often referred to as the moral law although Bible students differ as to if the Sabbath command should be included in this.

To a degree this knowledge of right and wrong has been implanted by God in the Human conscience (Romans 2:14-15).  In a more profound sense the law is written in the hearts of those who are born again (Hebrews 8:10, Romans 7:22).  They not only have a greater understanding of the laws’ demands but they also love and desire to obey its precepts.

CLXVI. Implications Of The Law

The very existence of law has some far-reaching implications.  Men seldom consider how much is proven by the very belief in right and wrong.

FG. Belief in law requires belief in a lawgiver.  To be consistent the atheist must refrain from any concept of moral absolutes.  If there is no God there is no such thing as right and wrong.  Murder and charity are nothing more than different forms of activity.

FH. The moral laws of scripture reveal God’s holy character.  Law always reflects the nature of the lawgiver.  Notice the impurity of laws made by wicked men or attributed to false gods.

The laws given in God’s word are perfectly holy.  The fact that love fulfills the law reveals the perfection of God’s nature (Romans 13:8, I John 4:8).  Consider that the Golden Rule is simply a condensed statement of our duty toward others.  Can we conceive of our Lord permitting abortion, gambling, or sexual impurity, as do our modern lawgivers?

FI. If God’s law is recognized then God must be viewed as our sovereign Creator.  Who but the Almighty could have authority to declare what is right and what is wrong?  Man’s governments only have authority as God ordains (Romans 13:1).  Civil government has no right to command disobedience to God (Acts 5:29).

FJ. Once admit the existence of right and wrong and the certainty of judgement is established.  Laws are never mere suggestions.  All law carries with it the threat of a penalty to those who break it.  Sin is the transgression of God’s law (I John 3:4) and carries a frightful penalty (Romans 6:23).

FK. The existence of God’s law proves the infinite nature of God.  God’s law revealed in scripture and in our own conscience condemns evil actions, words, and thoughts.  Only an all-knowing God could make laws that bind the very words and secret thoughts of men and angels.  Only an all-powerful God could bring every offender to justice.  Because He is everywhere present none can escape His judgement (Psalm 139, Acts 17:31).

This discussion could be greatly extended but this should suffice to prove the utter foolishness of atheism or the danger of worshipping false gods.  To do so is to either deny or corrupt the law that governs men. 

CLXVII. Attributes Of God’s Law

Many codes of law have been formed by man to govern society.  There are things however that may be said of God’s law that are not true of these.

FL. Perfect Purity- Men’s imperfections and limitations will be reflected in their laws.  The only perfectly holy system of law is God’s (Psalm 19:8).

FM. Spiritual- Men’s laws control the conduct and to a degree the words of society.   Only God’s law judges the heart.  What human government could make the Sermon on the Mount part of their legal system (Notice Matthew 5:28, 43-44).  This sermon however only expounds the true spirituality of God’s law.

FN. Broad- Human governments are always making new laws to cover unforeseen situations.  God’s law never needs additions.  It covers every duty of man in its principles and precepts (Psalm 119:96).

FO. Unity- One can break one of man’s laws yet be law abiding in other areas.  Such is not the case with God’s law (James 2:10).  This is because love is the foundation of all (Romans 13:8-10).  To sin in any area is to fail in love, which is the foundation of God’s entire law.

CLXVIII. The Nature Of The Decalogue

The Ten Commandments are often referred to as the “decalogue” or ten words.  In order to understand the Ten Commandments we need to consider several matters:

FP. The decalogue is divided into two tables.  The first four commandments deal with our duties toward God (Exodus 20:1-11).  These are summed up in scripture by the first great commandment (Matthew 22:35-38).  The last six commandments deal with our duty toward men.  These are summed up in the second great commandment.  This proves the doctrine of Paul in Romans 13:8-10.

FQ. Each of the Ten Commandments gives only the chief duty in a class of duties.  This mentioning of a part as representative of the whole is called “Synecdoche”.  For instance the command “Thou shalt not kill” forbids us to harm or even desire to harm our neighbor in any way (I John 3:15, Matthew 5:21-22).  In fact the opposite duty is included and implied.  The words “Thou shalt not steal” include the duty to protect our neighbor’s property from harm or loss when it is within our power (Exodus 23:4).  

FR. The laws of God forbid that which would incite or give occasion to sin (Compare Exodus 20:14 with I Corinthians 7:1-2).

CLXIX. The Purpose Of The Law

The law was never given to save the soul.  What then is its purpose?

FS. The law gives us a wonderful revelation of God’s holiness, power, and greatness.

FT. The law is used to reveal to men their sinful state and need of Christ (Romans 3:19-20, Romans 7:9).  Those who measure themselves by God’s perfect standard see how far short they fall.  Such come to understand the need of receiving a perfect righteousness imputed to them by faith in Christ.  Preachers of by gone days referred to the law as the needle that made way for the thread of the gospel.  Like a plow it breaks up man’s self-righteous heart so that the gospel seed may take root.

FU. The law gives us a rule of Christian conduct.  Saints are not under the law as a means of obtaining justification in God’s sight (Romans 10:4) yet it reveals to them what God wants for their life (Ephesians 6:1-3, I John 5:21 etc).

FV. The law will judge men at the last day.  Even those who have never seen a Bible often reveal in their judgement of others the extent to which God’s law is revealed in their hearts (Romans 2:14-15).

CLXX. Christ Jesus And The Law

A. The Lord Jesus Christ as our representative was born under the law and perfectly fulfilled each of its demands (Galatians 4:4, Matthew 3:17, Matthew 5:17).

B. When Christ Jesus died on the cross He was suffering for the sins of His people.  He paid the debt due to those who break God’s law (Romans 6:23).

C. Those who trust in Christ have His righteousness imputed to them (Romans 3:20-22, II Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9).  They are therefore free from the curse of the law and stand justified in God’s sight.

The First Commandment

Introduction

Remember that the Decalogue is divided into two sections.  The first four commandments deal with duty toward God while the last six cover our duty toward man.  These laws are prefaced by a reminder of God’s redemptive blessings upon the nation (Exodus 20:1-2).  This was to remind them of their debt to God and of His love for them.  Men easily forget that God’s laws are not the selfish restraints of a tyrant but the precepts of one who has our best interests in mind.  See how this is emphasized in Deuteronomy 6:3-15.  

While we as Christians are not under the Old Covenant let us recall that as New Covenant people the law is written in our hearts (Hebrews 10:16).  In reading the New Testament one notices how often the moral laws of God are mentioned.  These laws are not given as a means of salvation but as a standard of conduct and a display of God’s righteous nature (Ephesians 6:1-3, I John 5:21, Ephesians 4:28).

CLXXI. The First Commandment – Exodus 20:3

CLXXII. What This Law Forbids

FW. The Worship Of False Gods.  

Someone has said that “God created man in His own image and man returned the favor”.  This somewhat irreverent statement does hint at a great truth.  Men are always busy in the creation of new gods.  Much of this involves a reshaping of their concept of the true God.  Such is caused by men’s natural enmity against the Lord (Romans 1:23).  Even God’s people are warned of this danger (Deuteronomy 6:14-15).

False gods are created in several ways.

1.  The creation and worship of idols.

2.  The creation of a theology which retains the name of God yet redefines His nature and attributes.  Consider those heresies that speak of God yet deny His tri-unity, holiness, power, or sovereignty.  Every group that denies the deity of Jesus Christ is worshipping a false god.  Many who speak of “Jesus” or the “Spirit” are in truth referring to creations of their own mind (II Corinthians 11:4).

3.  Men make false gods when they place any being between man and God.  Even the more intelligent pagans recognize their many gods as intermediaries between themselves and the creator.  Men Christianize this paganism when they pray to saints, Mary, or angels.  How much worse is it to give worship to a mere man (Acts 10:25-26).  Think of the blasphemy of calling some mortal the “head of the church”.  This title belongs to Christ alone (Colossians 1:18).

FX. The making of anything but God the object of supreme regard man who detest naked idolatry still fail to give God His rightful place.  Notice things that men place before god and thus break the first commandment.

4.  Self – Matthew 16:24

5.  Possessions – Colossians 3:5

6.  Pleasure – Philippians 3:19

7.  Family – Matthew 10:37

CLXXIII. What The Law Commands

Remember that when God’s law is given as a negative the positive is implied.  If nothing is to come before God then God is to receive proper worship and honor.  This is done in the following ways:

FY. God is to be adored.  This duty involves:

8.  Loving God – Matthew 22:37-38

9.  Thinking Upon God – Malachi 3:16, Psalm 63:6

10.  Remembering God – Ecclesiastes 12:1

11.  Esteeming God – Psalm 71:19

12.  Delighting In God – Psalm 37:4

FZ. God alone is to be the object of out trust – Jeremiah 17:5-8

GA. God alone is to be prayed to – Matthew 6:9

GB. God is to be praised – Psalm 100

GC. God is to be thanked – James 1:17

CLXXIV. How This Law Convicts The Lost – Romans 3:20

Men often boast of their goodness because they fulfill certain outward moral duties.  This law reveals God’s true demands.  Man by nature has no love, much less a supreme love for God.  Even the worship of unsaved men is only an attempt to place God as far away as possible.  Anyone who honestly considers the real scope of the first commandment will see their need of a Saviour.

CLXXV. How This Law Guides The Saint

We as Christians must constantly remember that “Jesus first” is job one (Matthew 10:37, Philippians 1:21).

The Second Commandment

Introduction

The first commandment teaches us whom we are to worship.  The second commandment (Exodus 20:4-6) teaches us how God is to be worshipped.  It forbids all additions or inventions of man in the worship of the true God.  In order to evade the force of this commandment the idol-laden Roman Catholic Church pretends that this commandment is part of the first commandment.  They then divide the tenth commandment into two commandments.  In this way they attempt to make it appear that the second commandment deals only with the worship of false gods rather than the false worship of the true God.

CLXXVI. The Origin Of Idolatry

Idolatry springs from man’s natural enmity against God (Romans 1:21-23).  Men by nature wish to remove God as far from they as possible.  They would rather pray to or worship something that represents God than deal with a holy God personally.  Paul teaches that in doing this men are in reality worshipping a demon (I Corinthians 10:20).  God can only be worshipped in truth (John 4:24).  

CLXXVII. The Thrust Of the Second Commandment

God is not forbidding art or architecture but the unauthorized creations of man in worship. God must be worshipped according to the scriptures (Matthew 15:3).  The death of Christ for instance is made known in the preaching of the gospel (I Corinthians 15:3-4) and it is pictured in the Lord’s supper (I Corinthians 11:26).  The use of a crucifix is totally unauthorized.  God is not to be pictured or represented by sculpture or by things in nature (Exodus 20:4-6, Romans 1:23).

As always those who disobey God in these matters have attempted to defend their conduct.  Notice some ways in which this has been done:

GD. The ancient Catholic author Gregory wrote, “Images are the books of the unlearned”.  He felt that the simple-minded were helped by visible images.  Had he studied the Bible he would have found that idols are poor teachers (Jeremiah 10:8, Habakuk 2:18).  

GE. Men have argued that God used symbols of His presence.  This misses the point.  What God authorizes is lawful.  It is the creations of men that are forbidden.  Where in scripture do we find the saints using statues of Christ or images of God?

Those who make this argument also forget that there is a difference between a type or symbol and an image.  Noah’s ark was a type not an image of the Saviour.  The tabernacle contained many types of Christ but there was no image of God in that place.  This is especially significant when we remember that there were images of the cherubim in the Holy of Holies but no image of the invisible God.

To guard against unauthorized uses of art in worship God reminded Israel that when He descended on Mt. Sinai they saw no visible image (Deuteronomy 4:15‑16).  Consider also that even where God commanded the creation of something like the Brazen Serpent yet He did not want it to be worshipped (II Kings 18:4).

GF. A common defense of idolatry is that “we worship God not the image”.  Not only does this miss the point that God must be worshipped according to the scriptures but those who use it forget that even pagan idol worshippers make the same plea.  The Jews who worshipped Aaron’s calf claimed only that it was a symbol of Jehovah (Exodus 32:1-5).  Was this pleasing to God?

CLXXVIII. The Folly Of Idolatry

The very idea of idolatry is ridiculous.  Its popularity in every age is a witness to the depravity of man.  Notice the scorn poured upon it by Bible authors (Isaiah 44:9-20, Acts 17:29, Psalm 115:3-4).

Even pagan authors have often spoke of the folly of idol worship.  Horace the ancient Latin poet wrote, “I was once the trunk of a fig tree, a useless log, when a tradesman, uncertain whether he should make a stool etc, chose rather that I should be a god.”  Idols should be destroyed not worshipped (II Kings 23:24).

CLXXIX. The Danger Of Idolatry- Exodus 20:5

GG. God is jealous – We anger Him when we give His glory to anyone or anything else (Isaiah 48:11, Romans 1:23).

GH. God judges this sin.  Sadly even the children of idolaters can be infected and harmed by it (Exodus 20:4-6).  Look at the misery in idolatrous lands.

GI. Idols are “teachers of lies”.  Those who claim to teach the gospel by images never preach the truth of the gospel (I Corinthians 1:21).  Men are saved by hearing the gospel not looking at art (Romans 10:17).

CLXXX. A Warning To Baptists

In I John 5:21 even Christians are warned about idolatry.  May our worship come from the heart, be directed toward God, and conform to the word of God.  Baptist churches need to beware of representing the Godhead by pictures, in plays, or movies.  What would the prophets and apostles think of Baptist churches who have men play the role of the Lord Jesus in plays and movies.  Christ is revealed in the gospel.  He is seen and received by faith.

Baptist people also need to beware of participation in false worship.  To attend services where false religion and idolatry is practiced is to be a participant.  Idolatry is found wherever men pray to saints or bow before bread and wine believing it is to be Christ’s real body and blood.  The day is coming when all will be ashamed of their idols (Isaiah 2:20-21).  Let us avoid them now.  

The Third Commandment

Introduction

As already noticed the first four commandments cover man’s duty toward God.  The first teaches whom we are to worship.  The second guards the manner of worship.  The third commandment here informs us of the reverent or worshipful spirit that God demands.  This will be the topic of our lesson.

CLXXXI. God’s Name – Exodus 20:7

In Hebrew usage a name is always descriptive.  God’s name stands for everything that He has revealed about Himself.  This includes His names, titles, attributes, authority, word, and worship.  To trust God’s name is to trust in His power, love, and wisdom (Proverbs 18:10, Psalm 20:1).  To know God’s name is to know about Him (John 17:6).  To preach God’s name is to make Him known (Acts 9:15).  To act in God’s name is to act by His authority (Matthew 28:19, II Thessalonians 3:6).  The place where God has put His name is the institution where there is authority for service (Matthew 18:20, I Kings 8:29).

CLXXXII. The Duty Explained – Exodus 20:7

Having grasped the full meaning of “God’s Name” we may now understand the full import of the third commandment.  It demands reverence and a proper respect not just for God’s names and titles but for all that concerns Him or His work.  We are forbidden to lightly or wrongly worship God (Psalm 111:9).  His name is to be “hallowed” or set apart (Matthew 6:9).  Things of sacred association like God’s house or His word must be rightly respected.  Duties toward God’s name which are implied here are as follows:

GJ. Love- Love fulfills this law as well as all others (Romans 13:10).  Only those who truly love God keep this commandment (Psalm 5:11, Isaiah 26:8).  Matthew 6:9 teaches us that properly focused prayer only comes from those who love God’s name and desire to see it glorified.

GK. Fear- A due reverence for God is demanded (Deuteronomy 28:58).

GL. Trust- Nothing honors God like our confidence in Him (Psalm 33:21).

GM. Glorify- We should think, speak, and act to the glory of God (Isaiah 25:1, Psalm 113:1).

CLXXXIII. Things Forbidden By The Third Commandment

Men break the law when they use God’s names or titles, pray, worship, or speak of things associated with the Lord for any reason other than a desire to honor Him.  This may be done in many ways:

GN. Divine things should never be spoken of in an idle or empty way.  How much less should they be used in joke or jest.

GO. The Lord should never be spoken of, worshipped, or invoked without proper reverence.  Majesty is an attribute of God.  Irreverence seems to be a trait of modern worship.  

GP. God’s name should never be used in an empty or sinful curse (Jeremiah 23:10).  There is such a thing as a righteous curse (Galatians 1:8, I Corinthians 16:22).

GQ. God’s name should not be used in needless swearing when a “yes” or “no” will do (James 5:12).

GR. How frightful the thought that some go so far as to blaspheme or insult the Lord.  One type of blasphemy is unpardonable (Matthew 12:31-32).

GS. Euphemisms should be avoided.  A euphemism is a mild way of saying something.  Let us beware of expressions that mimic or sound similar to God’s names and titles.  Note how many common slang expressions begin with the letter “G”.  Even His attributes are used in empty expressions (Holy Cow, Holy Mackerel).

GT. Men take God’s name in vain when they use it to justify evil.  This would include all false worship or false doctrine taught as God’s truth.  Men who preach a false gospel take God’s name in vain.

GU. God’s name is used vainly when men use it for personal gain.  This would condemn those who enter the ministry or even sing Christian music for mere material profit.  Think of others who join churches for political or business reasons.

GV. All cold or formal worship is a transgression of the third commandment.  This law is broken more often in church than in worldly places.  Let us remember to have our hearts in tune before we come to worship the Lord (Matthew 15:8).

GW. People who falsely claim to be God’s children are taking His name in vain.  To profess Christ as Saviour is to take His name (Acts 11:26).  Let us be certain that His is truly our God (Deuteronomy 28:58).

GX. When we confess Christ as Saviour and dishonor Him with our lives we are taking His name in vain (Romans 2:24).

CLXXXIV. The Penalty – Exodus 20:7

All laws carry a penalty for those who disobey.  This commandment carries a specific warning of that.  Doubtless this is mentioned because men tend to think so lightly of this sin.  Most do not even recognize it as sin.  They think false or formal worship is good.  Even those who curse and swear and defend it as “only words” (Matthew 12:36-37).

Remember that even in society men can be sued for libel or copyright infringement.  Many will fight over a word spoken about self or family.  Judges penalize those who fail to show the court proper respect.  How much more will men be found guilty for the abuse or misuse of His name and a lack of reverence toward His person and word.

CLXXXV. The Use Of This Law

GY. God’s law brings men to a conviction of sin (Romans 3:19-20).  This third commandment has often brought men to see their guilt before God and their need of a Saviour.  Without a new birth men will never reverence God.

GZ. This command teaches us as Christians the duty of keeping our hearts in tune to worship and serve God (Proverbs 4:23).  The glory of God should be our first concern (Matthew 6:9).

HA. May we as a church learn well our responsibility to praise and honor God in public worship (Psalm 89:7).

The Fourth Commandment

Introduction

The Fourth Commandment is given in Exodus 20:8-11.  The word “Sabbath” means “rest” or “cessation”.  Notice how this command fits into the first table of the law:

First Commandment – Whom We Worship

Second Commandment – How We Worship

Third Commandment – Reverence and Reality In Worship

Fourth Commandment – Day of Worship

The Fourth Commandment is the only one about which evangelicals widely differ in their interpretation.

CLXXXVI. The Jewish Sabbath

The Sabbath was a sign of the covenant between God and Israel (Exodus 31:12-16).  On the seventh day Israel was to refrain from ordinary work, burdens, extended travel, kindling fires, gathering wood or manna and commerce (Exodus 35:3, 16:22-26, Nehemiah 13:15-22).  Only works of necessity, mercy, or piety were permitted (Matthew 12:1-13, Numbers 28:9-10, Leviticus 24:5-8).  Israel was to rejoice in the Sabbath (Isaiah 58:13-14), while Sabbath breakers were to be judged (Exodus 31:14, Numbers 15:32-36).  Israel’s abuse of the Sabbath was a common topic with the prophets.

CLXXXVII. The Lord’s Day

Following the resurrection of Christ the early saints began to worship on the first day of the week.  This was, of course, a definite alteration from Old Covenant practice.  Evidence of the above is as follows:

HB. Apostolic Example

The New Testament teaches by both precept and example.  Christ Jesus and His apostles set a clear precedent as to observance of the first day of the week.  See the following verses:

· Matthew 28:1

· John 20:19 & 26

· Acts 20:6–7

· I Corinthians 16:1–2

· Acts 2:1-47 (The day of Pentecost occurred on a Sunday)

HC. Historical Testimony

Philip Schaff, in his famous work on Church History (Volume 2, page 201), writes:

The celebration of the Lord’s Day in memory of the resurrection of Christ dates undoubtedly from the apostolic age.  Nothing short of apostolic precedent can account for the universal religious observance in the churches of the second century.  There is no dissenting voice.

HD. The Lord’s Day

Historically there has been great unity of consent in seeing Revelation 1:10 as a reference to the first day of the week.

CLXXXVIII. A Difficult Question

Having briefly looked at both the Old and New Testament day of worship we are now ready to consider the point of controversy.  What is the relationship between the Sabbath and the Lord’s Day?  Some believe that the Sabbath was moved to the first day of the week so Sunday is now the “Christian Sabbath”.  Others see the Sabbath as abolished at Calvary and the Lord’s Day as having no relation to it.

This question really concerns the nature of the Fourth Commandment.  Was it part of the unchangeable moral law or was it totally ceremonial and positive in nature?  Moral laws are commands that reflect the nature of God and the unchanging distinction between right and wrong (compare Exodus 20:16 with Titus 1:2).  Positive laws, on the other hand, are commands of God that may be abrogated by God when their purpose is fulfilled.  The Levitical sacrifices or baptism and the Lord’s Supper are examples of positive law.  Let us now examine both sides of the debate concerning the Sabbath.

HE. Arguments Used To Affirm the Sabbath Was Purely Positive In Nature

13.  The Sabbath is said to be a sign of the covenant with Israel and is, therefore, strictly Old Covenant in nature.

14.  The Fourth Commandment is the only one never reaffirmed after Calvary and was thus part of the ceremonial law.  No Christian in the New Testament was ever rebuked for Sabbath breaking.  Sunday is never called the Sabbath.

15.  No Christian is to be judged on the basis of Sabbath observance (Romans 14:5‑8).  On this same topic, Colossians 2:16-17 covers the entire Old Covenant system of Sabbaths and holy days.

16.  If the Sabbath were changed it would seem that the book of Acts and the epistles would record the discussion concerning this.  Surely the Jewish saints would have debated this matter.  No such discussion is recorded.

17.  Apostolic churches founded their observance of Sunday on Christ’s resurrection.  They never connected it with, or referred to it as, the Sabbath.

HF. Arguments Used To Affirm the Fourth Commandment Was Part of the Moral Law

Before we proceed it should be understood that even those who recognize a “Christian Sabbath” realize the Fourth Commandment contained some matters of a positive nature; otherwise, it could not have been changed in any way.  They understand that the matter of the seventh day or the laws referring to National Israel were temporary in nature.  That said; let us proceed to the proofs offered for the moral nature of the Fourth Commandment.

18.  The institution of the Sabbath harks back to creation.  The moral principle was incorporated into the Old Covenant but did not begin there (Genesis 2:1‑3, Exodus 20:11).  This is further confirmed by the fact that man has always reckoned time using a week of seven days.  Unlike the twenty four hour day, based on the earth’s rotation, the seven day week finds no basis in nature.  The Sabbath is a creation ordinance and reflects God’s will that man set aside one day in seven for rest, reflection and worship.

19.  All of the Ten Commandments were written in stone and reflect God’s holy nature and will for man.  Why would a law merely positive in nature be placed among them?  

20.  Christ made it plain that the Sabbath was given for man’s benefit (Mark 2:27, Exodus 20:8-11).  Seeing man has this need, surely the law is permanent that meets this need.

21.  Under the New Covenant Christians set one day out of the seven aside to worship God.  Does not this reveal the underlying Sabbath principle?

22.  Did not God often reveal His will by Apostolic example? Could not this apply to the change of the Sabbath day?

CLXXXIX. Conclusion

We have noted the seemingly contrary proofs used in this debate.  Sadly, it is not always easy to fully reconcile the various lines of truth revealed in the scripture.  Let us close with several observations that may be helpful.

HG. The Fourth Commandment is clearly unique in that it contains at least elements of positive law.  Hence the difficulties men have in interpretation of it.

HH. In difficult questions let us exercise charity toward those who differ from us.

HI. We should be careful to avoid extreme positions that fail to account for the whole body of scriptural information given on the subject.  For instance, while there is strong evidence for elements of a moral nature in the Fourth Commandment, it would be very easy to fall into legalism not compatible with the New Testament record.

HJ. While the debate over terminology may not be settled in our age, yet is not our duty clear?  Sunday is the Lord’s Day and should be observed in conformity with apostolic example.

The Fifth Commandment

Introduction

The fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12) is rapidly being forgotten in our society.  We see a great need for the re-emphasis of God’s law.

CXC. The Fifth Commandment’s Unique Position In The Decalogue

We have often noted that the Ten Commandments are divided into two tables.  The first deals with our duty toward God and the second with our duty toward man (Mark 12:28‑31).  At first glance the fifth commandment seems to merely be the first law dealing with our responsibility toward man.  A little reflection however will reveal that the fifth commandment is unique in that it holds a transitional position between the two tables.

In honoring our parents we are honoring the authority of Almighty God as it is delegated to man.  The fifth commandment actually deals with man’s attitude toward God-given authority.  The most ancient and basic form of this is that manifested in parenthood.  In honoring our parents we are bowing to the Lord who instituted and authorized the family. Consider that God himself is revealed as our “Father” (Matthew 6:9).  

Consider also that synecdoche was used in the writing of the Ten Commandments.  This is a literary device in which a part represents the whole.  Understanding this we learn that the fifth commandment covers our duty to honor all lawful authority.  Other forms of God given authority are:

HK. Civil Government (Romans 13:1-3).  We speak of our leaders as city, state, and national Fathers.  Disrespect for authority is a mark of wickedness (II Peter 2:10‑11).

HL. Employers – Titus 2:9-10

HM. Ordained Elders – Hebrews 13:7

HN. The Elderly are to be treated with due respect (Leviticus 19:32).

CXCI. The Duties Implied In The Fifth Commandment

HO. Respect- A failure to honor parents is an assault on God’s honor.  As parents in a society cease to demand and receive respect so we find that teachers, police and others in authority likewise find that they are not respected.  The breakdown in family government leads to chaos in society.  Sadly it sometimes seems that governments attempt to undermine the family.  Little do they realize that this is to undermine all lawful authority.

HP. Obedience (Ephesians 6:1-4, Jeremiah 35:18-19, Luke 2:51).  Obedience to parents is the most basic form of human government.  Obedience to parents also teaches a child how to submit to God.  A child’s first impression of what God is like should come from the loving firmness of their human father.  The child who is not made to obey parents will find it all the more difficult to bow to God.

Let this be an admonition to parents.  Basic respect for God begins with respect for parents.

(Because the authority of parents, government, pastors, etc comes from God it cannot go contrary to His Word.  No one has the right to enforce disobedience toward God.  There is a chain of command but God is supreme over every link – Acts 5:29, Matthew 10:37).

HQ. Attention To Instruction (Proverbs 1:8)

Good parents not only have more experience than their children but they also have their best interests at heart.  Children honor their parents by paying heed to their instructions.  May we as parents take seriously our duty to carefully teach our children (Deuteronomy).

HR. Care For Sick, Aged, or Needy Parents – I Timothy 5:4

HS. Gratitude – Proverbs 31:28

HT. Care Not To Harm Parents – The abuse of parents is an outrage.  Note in Exodus 21:15&17 what God thinks of this.  Let us also recall that foolish children often break the hearts of parents.  This is a fool’s work (Proverbs 10:1 & 30:17).

CXCII. The Promise – Ephesians 6:1-3

Paul notes that this is the first commandment with promise.  There are various applications of this promise:

HU. Israel as a nation enjoyed peace and prosperity as they obeyed God.  Rebellion brought war, invasion, and captivity.  The judgement of nations seems especially connected with the decline of family values.  A breakdown in family government destroys the stability of society.

HV. The physical wellbeing of children often depends on their obedience to parents (Proverbs 30:7).  How many have shortened their lives by turning a deaf ear to parental rebuke.

CXCIII. Reflections Upon The Use Of This Commandment

HW. May we often consider the importance of the family.  Two of the Ten Commandments were given to protect its sanctity.

HX. As parents let us take seriously the duty of being good parents.  We truly represent God in this position.

HY. Each of God’s laws show us our need of a Saviour.  Who does not see that they have often failed to honor their parents as they should.  

The Sixth Commandment

Introduction

The second table of the law is summed up by our Lord as “thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 22:39).  The truth of this is easily seen in an overview of these commands.

1. The sixth command protects our neighbor’s life (Exodus 20:13).

2. The seventh command protects our neighbor’s family (Exodus 20:14).

3. The eighth command protects our neighbor’s estate (Exodus 20:15).

4. The ninth command protects our neighbor’s reputation (Exodus 20:16).

5. The tenth command forbids the very attitude of heart that is at the root of so much of man’s mistreatment of man (Exodus 20:17).

Let us now return to our study of the sixth commandment.

CXCIV. The History Of Murder

Sin is of such a malignant nature that it leads those infected thereby to harm others.  No sooner was Satan a sinner than he became a murderer (John 8:44).  This same nature has been common to men since the fall.  The first man born into this world murdered his brother (Genesis 4:8).  Soon men boasted of violence (Genesis 4:23-24) until the earth was full of bloodshed (Genesis 6:11-13).  The history of human kind is the history of war.

CXCV. What The Sixth Commandment Really Teaches

Remember that each commandment mentions only the worst example in a particular category of sin.  We are to understand that the entire group of sins is forbidden.  The sixth commandment forbids us to harm our neighbor in any way.  Murder is the worst case scenario.  Because “love fulfills the law” we understand that even the positive duty of protecting our neighbor is implied.  Things forbidden by this law would include:

HZ. Hatred – Murder begins in the heart.  Christ did not add to the law in the Sermon on the Mount but rather He explained it (Matthew 5:21-22).  We must avoid bitterness, revenge, envy, or jealousy toward others.  The company of violent people must be avoided (Proverbs 22:24).

IA. Murder – Numbers 35:16-21

IB. Criminal Neglect – Exodus 21:28-29, Deuteronomy 22:8

IC. Careless or Dangerous Activity – A person who drives drunk is guilty of risking the lives of others.

ID. Evil Profit – We must never allow ourselves to profit at the expense of others.  The dope dealer and the bartender are guilty of much harm toward others.

IE. We must never be guilty of unconcern, neglect, or silence while the innocent suffer (Proverbs 31:8-9).

IF. Suicide – This is self murder.  Our lives are not our property to be disposed of as we see fit.

CXCVI. When Is Killing Not Murder

IG. Capital Punishment – God has given to the state the right and the duty to punish law breakers (Romans 13:13-14).  Those who use the sixth commandment to forbid capital punishment are using scripture in an irresponsible manner.  The very next chapter contains a command for the death penalty (Exodus 21:12). 

The sixth commandment is a law.  Laws always carry a penalty for those who transgress.  The penalty for murder is death (Genesis 9:6).  Notice in the following scriptures how that God holds civil government responsible to avenge innocent blood (Numbers 35:31, Deuteronomy 19:11-13, Deuteronomy 21:1-9).  

IH. Righteous War – Civil government has the right to wage war for righteous causes (John 18:36, Wars of Israel).  Needless to say war is often fought for sinful reasons (James 4:1-2).

II. Manslaughter – Deuteronomy 19:5.  Accidental death is not murder.

IJ. Self Defense – Exodus 22:1-4

CXCVII. Value Of The Sixth Commandment

IK. This law as others reveals to us our need of a Saviour.  Who dares say that they have never felt the desire to harm another (Matthew 6:21-22).

IL. This law sifts the true from the merely nominal Christian (I John 3:14-15).

IM. As Christians the law reminds us of our duty.  We must love and seek the welfare of our fellow man.  If it is wrong to neglect the safety of our neighbor’s body how much more must we watch over their souls.

IN. As citizens we learn the importance of just laws.  Abortion and unrestrained violence must be opposed in our society.

The Seventh Commandment

Introduction

As God’s law is forgotten sexual impurity becomes pervasive in a society.  Even God’s people need to exercise constant vigilance to think and act chastely.

CXCVIII. The Scope Of The Seventh Commandment - Exodus 20:14

We have often noted that the Ten Commandments were written using the literary device known as “synecdoche”.  Understanding this we realize that the seventh commandment covers all forms of sexual uncleanness.  This would include:

IO. Fornication - This is any form of illicit sexual intercourse and can include adultery.

IP. Adultery - This is the sexual unfaithfulness of a married individual.

IQ. Divorce and remarriage upon unscriptural grounds (Matthew 19:9).

IR. Sexual Perversion (Leviticus 18:22-25, Romans 1:24-28, I Corinthians 6:9).

IS. Incest  (Leviticus 18:1-19, I Corinthians 5:1, Mark 6:18).

IT. Unclean Thoughts (Matthew 5:27-28).

IU. Anything that leads to or encourages impurity.

We have already noted that the commandments each deal with a particular class of evil.  Often the most serious form of evil in each category is mentioned.  This being so one might wonder why the seventh commandment mentions adultery rather than some of the more shocking perversions.

This is understood when we remember that the purpose of the seventh commandment is to protect the family and the institution of marriage.  God Himself created and authorized marriage for the wellbeing of human kind (Genesis 2:21-25).  Not AIDS but the destruction of the family is the most dangerous effect of immorality.

CXCIX. The Casualties Of Sexual Uncleanness

IV. Marriages – Adultery and all other forms of impurity are an assault on the home.  Notice what divorce, illicit cohabitation, and now “same sex” marriages have done in America.  Strong homes are now the exception in America since the so-called sexual revolution.

IW. Children – How could God assure that every child would be welcomed into this world and provided a safe and loving environment?  He instituted marriage and legalized sexual love only between husband and wife.  In this way children would have a home with the nurture of both father and mother.  To see the damage done to children by sexual promiscuity one only needs to look around.  Divorce, illegitimacy, single parent homes, abuse and abortion are all the effects of our permissive lifestyles.  Only can only weep to think of the misery that uncontrolled lust has brought on children.

IX. Romantic Love – Permissiveness is not the aid but the enemy of true love.  Permanent commitment becomes rare as society becomes loose.  Studies have shown that couples that cohabit before marriage have a low success rate when and if they do marry.

IY. Physical health – In every age disease has plagued societies where God’s marriage laws were disobeyed (Proverbs 5:3-12).

IZ. God’s Honor – Immorality brings disobedience and dishonor to God.

23.  It is rebellion against God the Father who gave the law.

24.  It is a misuse of the body which in Christians belongs to Christ (I Corinthians 6:15-18).

25.  It is among Christian people a defiling of the Temple Of God (I Corinthians 6:19-20).

JA. Our Souls – All sin is damning apart from redemption through Christ.  Those whose lives are characterized by unrestrained impurity give no evidence of a new birth (Hebrews 13:4, Proverbs 6:32, I Corinthians 6:9-10).  True Christians can fall into sexual sin.  Those truly saved will be brought to repentance.  David’s psalm of repentance after his sin with Bathsheba is an example (Psalm 51). 

CC. Paths To Sexual Impurity – II Timothy 2:22, Romans 13:14

The Ten Commandments not only forbids sin but that which leads to it.  Those who would avoid immorality must avoid the paths that lead there.

JB. Evil Thoughts – Matthew 5:28

JC. Unchaste Looks – Matthew 5:28

JD. Failure to avoid compromising or tempting situations.  Temptations must not be trifled with.  Joseph gives us a wonderful example of how to flee temptation (Genesis 39:7-12).

JE. Careless Flirtation – Much adultery comes about as men and women allow flirtations to grow into infatuations.  In our day where the sexes are mixed in the workplace this is a real problem.  Our hearts must be guarded (Proverbs 4:23) and our minds fixed on our spouse (Proverbs 5:18).

JF. Immoral Literature and Entertainment (Philippians 4:8).

JG. Immodest Dress (I Timothy 2:8-10, Proverbs 7:10) – There is no excuse for sexually provocative dress.  Women are responsible for their influence.  We are all our “brother’s keeper”.

JH. Poor Marriages – Marriages are intended to be loving and mutually gratifying relationships (I Corinthians 7:1-3, Proverbs 5:15 & 18).

JI. Evil Companions – II Samuel 13:1-15

JJ. Intoxication – Proverbs 23:29-33, Habakkak 2:15

CCI. The Value Of The Law

JK. Contrary to the view of fools this law is the great protector of family and human happiness.

JL. This law like all others reveal our need of Christ.  Who can plead innocence in God’s sight (Romans 3:20).  The penalty is Hell but believers find forgiveness through Jesus Christ (John 8:1-11).

The Eighth Commandment

Introduction

The eighth commandment was given to protect our neighbor’s property (Exodus 20:15).  Remembering that love fulfills the law we know that this command is broad enough to cover the actions of the heart as well as those of the hand.  Love leads us not only to avoid theft but to protect and respect our neighbor’s property (Exodus 23:4).

CCII. The Right of Private Property – Exodus 20:15

The twentieth century will go down in history as one of unequalled barbarity and bloodshed.  The main cause has been the doctrine of political communism, which denies the rights of private possession and justifies the confiscation of private property.  The too common heartlessness of the wealthy and the greed of the envious poor have helped propel this evil system.

While communism is a direct contradiction of the eighth commandment, yet the record of other forms of government is far from pure.  Most war is caused by the desire to possess what belongs to others (James 4:1-2).

While our comments about governments may seem to be off the point we must recall that the actions of nations are the result of men’s character.  The same greed that destroys millions is behind every act of dishonesty.  What a different world this would be if men were all honest.  We cannot control the masses but the gospel can make a difference one person at a time.  Like salt the saved are the preserving influence of this world (Matthew 5:13).

CCIII. Causes of Theft

JM. Absence of Love – Romans 13:8-10

As with every sin there lies behind the act of theft an appalling lack of love for one’s fellow man.

JN. Discontent –  I Timothy 6:6-8

Rather than cultivate a thankful spirit many feel cheated in life.  They envy others and feel justified in their unlawful acquisitions.

JO. Unbelief – Matthew 6:33

Theft is totally incompatible with faith in God.  Why would one who believed that God would supply for them according to His infinite wisdom feel the desire to steal.

JP. Laziness – Ephesians 4:28

JQ. Pride – Many thieves seem to feel superior to their victims and able to “put one over” on their fellow man.

JR. Poverty – Proverbs 30:8-9

Nations that allow the masses to be oppressed and unfairly held down are making themselves ripe for communism and other forms of theft.

CCIV. Types of Theft

Who could begin to list all the ways in which the eighth commandment may be broken.  Think of the vast number of words in our English language that describe various forms of theft.  Man’s ingenuity in sin is amazing.  We can mention only a few ways in which dishonesty manifests itself.

JS. Robbery

JT. Dishonest Weights & Measures

JU. False Advertising

JV. Withholding Of Wages

JW. Laziness On The Job

JX. Falsefying Tax Returns

JY. Robbing God – Mal 3:8-10

CCV. The Evil Of Theft

JZ. Theft is the very opposite of love.  It is the epitome of self-centeredness and selfishness.

KA. Theft is unnecessary – Matthew 6:33

KB. Theft always goes hand in hand with other sins (Covetousness, Murder, Perjury).

CCVI. Living Honesty

We as Christians need to be strictly honest in all our dealings (I Thessalonians 4:6).  Our heart must be kept from covetousness (Proverbs 4:23) and everything which leads to dishonesty must be avoided.  We must also act in a way that gives no one cause or room to suspect us (Romans 12:17).

CCVII. God’s Law And The Lost

All sin is damning by nature (I Corinthians 6:10).  This law as others reveals to men their need of a Saviour.  Christ Jesus can both forgive thieves and deliver them from the power of this sin (I Corinthians 6:10-11, Compare Matthew 27:38 with Luke 23:43).

The Ninth Commandment

Introduction

The tongue is such a powerful force and capable of such evil (James 3:6-8) that two commandments are required concerning it.  One protects God’s name and another our neighbor’s (Exodus 20:16).

CCVIII. The Scope Of The Ninth Commandment

Synecdoche being used in the giving of the law causes us to understand that this commandment forbids all manner of falsehoods.  Slander is simple the worst in a class of sins (Deuteronomy 19:16-20).  The ninth commandment actually forbids all lying, fraud, false witness, deceit, excuses, hypocrisy, flattery, broken promises, duplicity…etc.  True love will cause us to be truthful in all our words and dealings.

CCIX. The Father Of Lies

Liars are following the example of Satan.  He was the first liar (John 8:44, Genesis 3:1-5), and the inspiration behind many subsequent lies (Acts 5:3).  He is also a slanderer and an accuser (Job 1:9-12, Revelation 12:9-10).  There is not one atom of love in his heart for others.  His whole kingdom is built on deception and deceit (Matthew 24:24, II Thessalonians 2:8-10).  May God give us grace to be like Christ the “true witness” (Revelation 3:14).

CCX. The Seriousness Of Our Speech

KC. Our words can harm others.  The man who says “its only words” is a fool.  Words have hurt more people than “sticks and stones” (Proverbs 18:21, 10:11, 26:18-19). Particularly dangerous is the man who lies in God’s name about God’s Word.

KD. God hates lying words (Proverbs 12:22).

KE. God will judge every word of man (Matthew 12:36-37).

KF. Lying leads to other sins.  One lie always demands another lie.  Lying also is the ploy that men trust in to protect them from the penalty of other sins.  What man would cheat, steal, commit adultery, or murder without feeling that if questioned he could take shelter in lying.  A man who is always truthful is delivered from a host of sins.

KG. Loss of credibility is the inevitable result of dishonest speech.  No liar remains successful in his deception.  The liar loses his right to be trusted and sooner or later men suspect his every word.  

KH. Loss of Peace – Sin destroys our inner peace and good conscience.  The liar soon forgets to whom he said what and comes to fear detection.

KI. Hell is the destiny of all liars not washed and changed by the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 21:8, Psalm 15:1-3).

CCXI. Help To Truthfulness

KJ. Let us instill into our children a strict regard for truth.  Our personal example of honesty is necessary for our instruction to be successful.

KK. May we remember God’s omniscience.  No one can successfully deceive God and no lie is hid from Him.

KL. We must always be scrupulous with our words and promises.  Let us carefully consider promises and commitments before we make them.  Once we promise let us carefully keep our promise.  We live in an age when men’s words mean nothing. 

KM. Let us use great care in speaking of others.  Only that which is strictly true should be spoken.  Beyond that we should keep the golden rule.  Negative things about our neighbors should only be repeated if there is a good reason for it (I Peter 4:8).  Ephesians 4:15 sums up our duty in this regard.

KN. Christians should refuse to listen to gossip and the unnecessary exposure of our neighbors’ faults.  If it is wrong to gossip it is wrong to encourage it by listening.  Such tattlers should rather be rebuked (Proverbs 25:23).

Conclusion – God’s law ever reveals His holy standard and reveals to man his lost condition.  God could easily condemn us on the basis of our speech.  Conviction of this shows men their need of Christ (Matthew 12:34-37).  Likewise we that are already saved use the law as our guide.  We learn to be careful in the use of our tongue (Psalm 19:14).  

The Tenth Commandment

Introduction

Only God can make laws that are binding on the heart of man (Exodus 20:17), for He alone knows and can judge the heart.

CCXII. The Seriousness Of Covetousness

Men commonly regard sins like covetousness as small matters.  The Creator however knows the exceeding sinfulness of sin.  Consider the evil and danger of this sin:

KO. Covetousness in the heart of man is a fountain of sin.  Covetousness caused Eve to sin in Eden, Judas to betray Christ, and David to fall into adultery and murder.  The tenth commandment is actually a guard to the rest for covetousness will cause a man to break all of the commandments.

26.  Covetousness causes us to put other things before God (Exodus 20:3, Job 31:24-28).

27.  Covetousness makes wealth our idol (Exodus 20:4, Ephesians 5:5).

28.  Covetousness causes men to swear falsely and use God’s name for mere gain (Exodus 20:7).

29.  Covetousness caused men to break the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8).  Today men work on the Lord’s Day for financial benefit.

30.  Covetousness can cause the neglect of parents (Exodus 20:12, Matthew 15:3‑6).

31.  Covetousness is responsible for war and murder (Exodus 20:13).

32.  Adultery begins when men covet what is not theirs (Exodus 20:14).  Think of how the entertainment industry exploits sex for money.

33.  Covetousness is the mother of theft (Exodus 20:15).

34.  Slander and deception may often be traced back to the sin of covetousness (Exodus 20:16).

KP. Covetousness reveals a heart that does not love its neighbor.  Perfect love would rejoice when others are blessed (II John 2).  Covetousness is the essence of selfishness and self-love.

KQ. Covetousness like all sin is damning (I Corinthians 6:10).

KR. Covetousness is disgraceful in a professing Christian (I Corinthians 5:11).

KS. Covetousness is what makes money to be wrongly loved (I Timothy 6:9-10).

KT. Covetousness is a foolish sin that blinds men’s minds (Luke 12:15-21).

CCXIII. Avoiding Covetousness

KU. May we learn to be content with God’s provision (Philippians 4:11, I Timothy 6:6‑9).

KV. Let us trust in God (Hebrews 13:5).  He will provide for us (Matthew 6:24-33) and in a way that is best for us.

KW. We need to cultivate a giving spirit (Acts 20:35).  One blessing of tithing is that we are helped to be free of covetousness. 

Exodus 20:18-26

Introduction 

The Old Covenant contained three forms of law:

A. The Moral Law – These basic precepts reveal the duty of men before God in every age (See lessons on the Ten Commandments).

B. The Ceremonial Law – Judaism included an elaborate system of ceremonial laws.  These laws revealed in type the sin of man and salvation through Christ Jesus.

C. The Civil Law – (Exodus 31-23:13)- This form of law gave the Jews their civil duties as citizens of the theocratic state of Israel.

Notice now how these different forms of law are tied together in the Old Covenant.  No sooner are the Ten Commandments given than the ceremonial law of the altar is introduced.

CCXIV. Mt. Sinai – Verses 18-21

The awe-inspiring scene on Mt. Sinai was a proclamation of God’s holiness.  It reminds us of how impossible it is for sinful man to approach God without a mediator.  The people seemed to immediately understand this.  They wished to deal with Moses rather than approach God directly.  God recognized this request for a mediator as a wise one.  In taking this position Moses became a figure of the Lord Jesus Christ (Deuteronomy 18:15‑18).

Moses called upon the people not to fear God in a servile manner.  God had not come to destroy them but to teach them the proper way to reverence and serve Him.  Moses then drew near to God in their behalf to hear more of His will for Israel.

CCXV. The Sin Of Idolatry – Verses 22-23

Israel is here warned of the danger of idolatry.  Jehovah was the living God.  He spoke with them from heaven without the use of some form, symbol, or representation (Deuteronomy 4:15-19).  They should learn form this not to worship Him by the use of images.

III. The Law Of The Altar – Verses 24-26

While men were not to make images of God yet under the Old Covenant they needed an altar to symbolize their need of a sacrifice for sin.

KX. This altar of earth was only intended to remain until the tabernacle was built.  The altar was built in Exodus 24:4 and met the need until the full Levitical system was set up.

KY. This altar was to be made of earth.  Several reasons for this seem evident. 

1. The altar was only for temporary use.  Had it been built of stone it might have later been used in a superstitious or unauthorized manner.

2. This altar revealed that salvation was a work of God not of man.  There was nothing to call away attention from the sacrifice.  As at Calvary it was the Saviour not the wood of the cross that saved.

3. Remembering that the detailed instructions for the altars of the Tabernacle were not yet given we realize that any artwork incorporated into this altar would have been a creation of man’s imagination.  How like men to have copied the idolatrous forms of the heathen.

KZ. This altar was a place where God placed His name.  This meant that God had given divine authority for this form of worship.  This authority is today found in the Lord’s churches.

LA. Men receive God’s blessing and salvation through the mediation of Jesus Christ.  This was symbolized when God promised to bless Israel in connection with this altar.

LB. Unlike the licentious worship of the heathen, God is to be worshipped in purity and decently.

Exodus 21

Introduction

In Exodus 21 God continues giving the details of the Old Covenant to Israel.  This chapter begins the judgments or civil law of the nations.

CCXVI. Divisions Of Law

Under the Old Covenant Israel was given three types of law:

LC. The moral law or the eternal principles of right and wrong.

LD. The ceremonial law which revealed the type of sinfulness of man and the gospel of Christ.  This form of law concerned the priesthood and the tabernacle along with the various sacrifices.

LE. The judgments which were the civil law of Israel as a nation.  We must remember that Israel was a Theocracy.  God was king and true religious observance of His laws was part of citizenship. 

Men have attempted to follow this pattern in New Testament times by joining church and state.  This completely corrupts the nature and work of the church and always leads to religious persecution.  Baptists have always upheld the separation of church and state as necessary to the true purpose of the church.  Notice now that Israel’s judgments were based on the Ten Commandments.  In this way the moral law was codified for civil use. 

While these judgments are not directly binding on nations today they do give us an example of how God’s moral law should be reflected in civil laws.  Nations should reveal God’s love and justice in their legal codes while refusing to bind men’s consciences in strictly religious matters.

Before moving on to the exposition of Israel’s law we should note that some are shocked at the mention of slavery and other offensive customs.  Remember that God’s law did not institute these things.  They were universal customs.  The judgments of Israel did protect the weak and as God’s law gained influence the offending customs ceased from society.

CCXVII. Israel’s Judgments

LF. Hebrew Servants – Verses 1-6. 

Perhaps these precepts could be viewed as Israel’s law of bankruptcy.  A man who could not pay his bills or support himself could be sold into bondage.  This was universal in the ancient world.  The difference in Israel’s law was the mercy involved.

1. The servitude could only last for six years.

2. A man who had a family before his time of servitude could not have it taken from him.

3. The man who took a wife while in servitude was given an option whereby the family could be kept intact.

4. The servant when released was to be treated in a brotherly fashion (Deuteronomy 15:12-18).  He was not to be hated or sent away empty handed.  (In my opinion these laws are more just and much healthier for society than our modern laws concerning bankruptcy or our system of welfare.)

LG. Christ The Servant – Verses 4-6.

Bible students have always seen in this ancient law a picture of Christ as the willing servant.  He willingly became a servant of the Father and had His ear “digged” or pierced through (Psalm 40:6).  As a servant Christ was under the law that He might keep it in our place and redeem up from bondage (Galatians 4:4-5, Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 52:13).

LH. Maidservants – Verses 7-11.

Ancient law protected the powerful and the rich.  God’s law protected all.  Even the poor, the weak, or the young girl had rights.  It is hard for us to understand how unique this was in ancient cultures where women were mere possessions and the poor had no rights.

The man who paid a dowry for a women and then decided no to marry her could not sell her into Gentile hands.  Her family had the right of returning the dowry and thus redeeming her back.  A woman who was married to a man who later took another wife was also protected.  She could not be mistreated or neglected.  If so she was free without a return of the dowry.  Even the weakest slave girl was to be treated as a daughter.

LI. Murder – Verse 12

Notice that God’s law distinguished between murder, manslaughter, and self-defense.  A murderer was to forfeit his life (Numbers 35:31).

LJ. Manslaughter – Verses 13-14

Here is laid the foundation for the concept of the future cities of refuge.  A man who committed manslaughter could flee to one of these and be safe from the avenger (Numbers 35).  Note how God’s sovereignty in providence is recognized even in “accidental” death (verse 13).

LK. Smiting Parents – Verse 15

Parents have authority from God and make up the most basic form of government. To smite a parent is to strike out against God.  The person who does this shows that they are devoid of any respect or honor for authority.  It was a capital crime.

LL. Kidnapping – Verse 16

LM. Cursing Parents – Verse 17

These laws remind us the importance of the fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12).

LN. Injurious Behavior – Verses 18-19

Those who harmed others were responsible for all medical bills and loss of time. 

LO. Injury Of A Servant – Verses 20-21

The murder of a servant was no crime in most ancient societies.  In Israel a master was held responsible for the murder of a servant.  In order for the master to be punished it had to be clear that murder was the intent.  A servant might be justly punished and die later of other causes.

LP. Accidental Abortion – Verses 22-23

Some have misused these scriptures to prove that abortion is not murder.  This is an error.  The loss of a child was obviously not the offender’s intent.  The law required that anyone whose rough behavior caused a miscarriage would be fined.  If the mother died it was viewed as an intentional murder.

LQ. Rigid Justice – Verses 24-25

Men have abused this scripture to justify private vengeance.  Christ condemned this (Matthew 5:38-40).   What the scripture actually teaches is that the state is to tailor the punishment to the severity of the crime.

LR. Protection Of Servants – Verses 26-27

Servants were valuable to their masters.  The law of Israel protected them by requiring them to be freed if seriously injured.  This would restrain a hot-tempered master.

LS. Criminal Neglect – Verses 28-36

Men were to love their neighbor by taking precaution for their safety.  Failure to do so brought punishment.

Conclusion

These laws seem strange to our ears.  We do not live in an agricultural or simple age.  They were, however, a great blessing to Israel.  As men turn from God they corrupt their laws as we see in America today.  

Exodus 22

Introduction 

Exodus 22 continues with the Judgments or Civil Law of Israel.  While these laws are not directly binding on other nations yet there is much to be learned here by those who make civil law.  We find in the Judgments a balance between the undue severity of some nations and the criminal laxity of many modern countries.  Some of Israel’s Civil Law was completely different than ours.  For instance there were no jail sentences.  Men either made restitution or in more serious cases they forfeited their lives.

CCXVIII. Theft – Verses 1-4

Wealth in Israel was counted in livestock.  Those who stole from their neighbor made restitution not only for that which was stolen but also for the time and trouble involved in recovering it.  The ox being necessary for plowing and farm work required a higher restitution if stolen because the owner lost not only his animal but also his means of making a crop.  The dishonest were taught that “crime does not pay”.

The law also regulated the treatment of thieves.  The thief who was killed in a night robbery was unavenged.  Self-defense was permitted plus the darkness would mask the thief’s identity and thus make his capture unlikely.

The property owner was not, however, permitted to act in vengeance.   They could not kill a man caught in the act of robbery if the daylight allowed his identity to be known.  The thief in this case could be apprehended by the proper authorities.  Neither could they hunt down a thief and kill him.  He was to be captured and sentenced to make legal restitution.  If the thief still had the stolen animals in his possession the amount of the restitution was lowered as recovery was simpler.  These laws are a model of justice and moderation.

Our society would do well to consider Israel’s Judgments.  Restitution is a principle missing from our civil law.  We give long prison sentences which do nothing to recompense the victims of crime and are costly to taxpayers.  In Israel criminals either paid for their thefts or were sold as laborers to make restitution.  While these exact laws would not work in an urban society they could be easily tailored and adopted to any situation.

CCXIX. Private Responsibility – Verses 5-6

Those who on purpose or through carelessness damaged the property of others were accountable to make restitution. 

CCXX. Trusts – Verses 7-15

These laws are self-explanatory.  Notice that the oath in all nations is recognition of God’s power, knowledge, and final justice.

CCXXI. Seduction of Virgins – Verses 16-17

The man who defiled a young woman either married her and paid an acceptable dowry or was simply made to pay at the father’s discretion.  A man was not forced to give his daughter to her seducer if the father did not feel it was in the girl’s best interest.

CCXXII. Witchcraft – Verse 18

In a theocracy the practice of magic or witchcraft was sin against God and treason against the state.  Those in early America who burned witches were trying to continue this theocracy by an unscriptural union of church and state.  They did not grasp the difference between Israel and the New Testament church.

CCXXIII. Sexual Perversion – Verse 19

CCXXIV. Idolatry – Verse 20

In a theocracy the worship of false gods was treason against the king (God).

CCXXV. Strangers – Verse 21

Strangers were to be treated kindly and fairly (Leviticus 19:9-10, 23:22, Deuteronomy 14:28-29).  We also need to remember this (Hebrews 13:2).

CCXXVI. The Weak – Verses 22-24

How sad that laws are needed to protect those who cannot protect themselves.  God often warns us that He is the avenger of all such.

CCXXVII. Prohibition of Usury – Verse 25

No one was permitted to take advantage of the poor by charging interest on loans made to them (Nehemiah 5:1-7)

CCXXVIII. The Pledge – Verses 26-27

The poor man might give his coat as a pledge of repayment on a debt.  Because the poor used these garments as a covering while sleeping the creditor had to return the garment every night.  While this protected the poor from cold and suffering yet it created sufficient trouble to insure that the debt would be paid as soon as possible.

CCXXIX. Magistrates To Be Honored – Verse 28

The “gods” mentioned here were not false gods but rather the civil leaders of Israel (John 10:34-35, Psalm 82:1&6).  These people were to be honored for civil government is an institution of God (Romans 13:1-7).  Note well the warning in Jude 8.

CCXXX. Offering Of The Firstfruits – Verses 29-30

May we learn to offer the first and the best unto God.  The best of our time, talents, and possessions.

CCXXXI. Ceremonial Purity – Verse 31

Israelites were not to eat blood and therefore were to avoid anything improperly butchered.  Their care in maintaining ceremonial purity is a picture of our need to maintain spiritual and moral purity.  

Exodus 23

Introduction 

In this chapter the remainder of the Judgments are delivered and some other matters bearing on Israel’s civil life are considered.

CCXXXII. Slander Forbidden – Verse 1

CCXXXIII. Partiality Forbidden – Verses 2-3

All legal decisions were to be strictly just.  Neither the greatness, number, nor poverty of men was to sway a judge from strict integrity of judgment.  While the poor are often oppressed yet sometimes a legal system will lean unfairly toward their side.  Compassion is not to be an excuse for criminality.  In modern America the rights and property of the wealthy have sometimes been trampled on in the name of charity.  Strict justice is to be made the rule (Leviticus 19:15).

CCXXXIV. Godly Kindness Enjoined – Verses 4-5

The golden rule has always been God’s rule (Matthew 5:44).

CCXXXV. The Poor To Be Treated Fairly – Verse 6

CCXXXVI. A Motive For Justice – Verse 7

God was the king in Israel and He would never be a party to evil or justify it.

CCXXXVII. Bribery Forbidden –Verse 8

CCXXXVIII. Strangers To Be Treated Justly – Verse 9

In many countries today an outsider is victimized.

CCXXXIX. The Sabbatical Year – Verses 10-11, Leviticus 25:1-8

Only God could make a demand like this for only He could supply the needs of those who obeyed (Leviticus 25:20-22).  This law had several benefits for Israel:

LT. The law permitted the land to rest and produce more crops in the long run.

LU. The law created an opportunity for Israel to learn that God can provide for those who trust in Him.  Children growing up would see God’s wonderful provision several times in their youth.

LV. The law was an aid to the poor and promoted a giving spirit.

LW. The law provided the leisure for Israel to gather and hear God’s law reaffirmed (Deuteronomy 31:10-13).  We need times in which we can concentrate upon the things of God.

The failure of Israel to keep this law was partially responsible for the Babylonian Captivity (II Chronicles 36:21).

CCXL. The Sabbatical Day – Verse 12

The Sabbath day is mentioned here as a civil right of work animals and servants.  Shame on businesses today that insist on a seven day workweek.

CCXLI. Israel Warned Against Idolatry – Verse 13

We are to avoid familiarity with evil.  The very names of false gods were to be forgotten (Numbers 32:38).

CCXLII. The Yearly Feasts – Verses 14-17

Every year Israel was to observe three one week feasts.  The Feast Of Unleavened Bread which began with the Passover.  The Feast Of Harvest which was called the Feast Of Pentecost because it took place fifty days after the Passover.  Lastly there was the Feast Of Ingathering which was known as the Feast Of Tabernacles because during this time Israel moved into temporary shelters (Leviticus 23:39-44).  The purposes of these feasts were:

LX. They helped to keep the tribes of Israel unified as a nation.

LY. They perpetuated the memory of great events in Israel history.

35.  The Passover.

36.  The Feast Of Pentecost reminded Israel of the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai.

37.  The Feast Of Tabernacles reminded Israel of their sojourning in the wilderness before they entered Canaan.

LZ. The feasts provided a time of relaxation and celebration for God’s people.  The Lord is concerned with the wellbeing of His people (Deuteronomy 16:1-16, Note verses 11&14).

MA. When the men went to appear before the Lord He protected their homes (Exodus 34:23-24).  Again this would strengthen the faith of Israel.  History reveals that God did protect Israel during these times.

CCXLIII. Laws Regarding Sacrifice – Verse 18

Leaven as a type of sin was not to be used with sacrifices.  The fat was to be burned and not allowed to spoil for Christ’s body saw no corruption (Acts 2:31).  All these sacrifices prefigured Calvary.

CCXLIV. The Firstfruits – Verse 19

May we also give to God first (Proverbs 3:9).

CCXLV. Barbarity Forbidden – Verse 19

To cook a young animal in its mother’s milk is contrary to the gentle and refined spirit God wants from His people.

CCXLVI. The Angel Of The Lord – Verses 20-23

This angel or messenger of God was clearly the pre-incarnate Christ (I Corinthians 10:9). God’s name was in Him (verse 21) which means that He had God’s authority and attributes.  He would lead and bless Israel but they must beware of provoking Him lest He judge their sins.  He was manifest in the smitten rock and in the pillar of cloud and fire.  His presence was their strength.

CCXLVII. God’s Promises – Verses 20-31

After giving the judgments to Israel God makes wonderful promises to them should they obey:

MB. Leadership – verse 20

MC. Destruction Of Enemies – verses 22-23, verses 28-30

MD. Provision Of Needs – verse 25

ME. Prosperity – verse 26

MF. Health – verse 25

MG. Generous Boundaries – verse 31

CCXLVIII. Final Warnings – Verses 24, 32-33

God destroyed the nations of Canaan because of their wickedness and vile idolatry.  Israel was to destroy all traces of their culture, refuse to make covenants with them, or to let them dwell in the land.  While we are not to segregate, as was Israel yet we are to be spiritually separate from the world (II Corinthians 6:17-18).

Conclusion 

How miserably Israel failed under the Old Covenant.  Thank God for the New Covenant in Christ.  

Exodus 24

Introduction

In this chapter we have a record of the formal ratification of the Old Covenant.  Let us begin with a brief overview of the sequence of events:

1. God proposes to make a covenant with the nation of Israel.

2. The Lord gives the three forms of law which are the terms of the covenant.

3. Israel agrees to enter into this covenant.

4. The covenant is formally ratified.

5. There is a feast that follows the making of the covenant.

As future studies will reveal it did not take Israel long to break this covenant.  Our reflection upon these chapters should remind us to rejoice that in Christ we have a new and better covenant (Hebrews 8:6-13).

I. The Ratification Of The Old Covenant – Verses 1-8

Seventy five men are invited up on Mount Sinai to worship the Lord.  There was Moses the prophet and his minister Joshua.  Aaron and his sons went up as representatives of the future Levitical priesthood.  The seventy elders no doubt represented the nation of Israel which began as seventy souls (Genesis 46:27).  Moses alone as the mediator of the covenant drew near the Lord.

Notice now the manner in which the covenant was actually ratified:

A. Moses carefully repeated all the words of the covenant to Israel (verse 3).

B. The people agreed to the three types of law which made up the covenant (verse 3).

C. Moses recorded a copy of the covenant law of God (verse 4).

D. Moses built an altar at the base of Mt. Sinai and the twelve pillars representing the twelve tribes.

E. As there was not yet a Levitical priesthood (Numbers 3:41).  Moses sent young men to make offerings unto the Lord (verse 5).  To make this possible God had given instructions for a temporary altar until the tabernacle was complete (Exodus 20:24).

F. Moses took half of the blood and sprinkled it upon the altar (verse 6).  The other half was set aside in basins.

G. The covenant was formally ratified as the blood was sprinkled on the nation (verse 8).  This event was used to prove the need of Christ’s blood in the dedication of the New Covenant (Hebrews 9:18-28).

H. Moses concluded by again reading the law or “book of the covenant” to which the people again assented (verse 7).

CCXLIX. The Meal – Verses 9-11

The parties of a covenant usually engaged in a fraternal meal (Genesis 31:43-55).  Does this help us to grasp the significance of the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-28)?

Concerning this feast on Mt. Sinai notice:

MH. When it is said that they “saw God” it means that they saw a reflection of His glory.  They did not see His glory or even a symbol of His presence (I Timothy 6:16, Deuteronomy 4:15-19).  Under God was a pavement that was like the blue vault of Heaven.  The sapphire stone is also mentioned in connection with God in Ezekiel 1:26.

MI. The words of verse 11 record the amazing fact that instead of God destroying the men they feasted in His presence.  This is amazing to those who understand the sinfulness of man and the holiness of God.  They “saw” God but did not die as they were entering into covenant with Him as the blood of a substitute had been offered.  Only through the blood of Christ can any sinner draw near the Lord (Ephesians 2:13).  Outside of Christ God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29).

CCL. The Ascent Of Moses – Verses 12-18

After the feast Moses ascended Mt. Sinai where he received the tables of stone and the instructions for the Tabernacle.  Aaron and Hur were left in charge during the forty days Moses was gone.  The record concerning the golden calf remind us of how soon and how terribly the people broke the covenant.

Moses was summoned up to the top of Sinai which was covered with a cloud as a manifestation of His presence.  On the seventh day God spoke to Moses and revealed His glory as a burning fire.

Moses spent forty days and forty nights receiving further instructions from the Lord.  This reminds us of the fact that after Christ ratified the New Covenant with His blood He spent forty days after His resurrection teaching the disciples (Acts 1:3).

Introduction To The Tabernacle

Introduction 

We are now embarking upon the study of the most important man-made structure ever built.  As Israel entered into the old covenant with God it was necessary that a place be prepared where He could dwell with them.  They also needed to have their religious education furthered by the preparation of this sanctuary where a system of divine worship could be instituted and the great truths of the gospel could be typically represented.  This completed the typological teaching begun with the institution of the Passover.

Those familiar with the Bible know how large a place the tabernacle occupies in scripture.  Even in the new Testament there are entire chapters dealing with its significance (Hebrews 9 & 10).  Truly in the Tabernacle God was creating a language and concepts that would enable us to understand the gospel.  A little reflection will remind us how much of our language concerning Christ comes directly from the Tabernacle and the system of worship surrounding it.  

CCLI. The Tabernacle Described

Before we begin our study of the various parts of the tabernacle we need to form a comprehension of the whole.  Let us attempt a brief description of the whole.

The tabernacle was placed in the center of Israel’s Encampment.  On each of the four sides at a distance of two thousand cubits three of the twelve tribes were camped.  They were each placed in a specific location.

The tabernacle was inside a rectangular court whose entrance faced the East.  The court was one hundred cubits long by 50 cubits wide enclosed by hangings of linen five cubits high.

As one entered the court they came first to the altar of burnt offering.  Here a fire of supernatural origin was always burning and sacrifices were constantly being offered. Preceding onward one would come to the laver of brass used for the washing of the priests.

Past the laver was the actual tabernacle.  This was a rectangular structure thirty cubits long, ten wide and ten high.  The tabernacle was formed of planks overlaid with gold.  There was no roof other than a series of coverings.  Entering into the tabernacle one would be in the Holy place which was twenty cubits long.  In the Holy place there were three pieces of furniture; the golden altar of incense, the golden lampstand, and the table of shewbread.

Proceeding, one would enter into the Holy of Holies.  This area was separated from the Holy Place by a thick veil.  Inside the Holy of Holies was a wooden chest overlaid with gold and known as the ark of the Covenant.  Inside the ark was the two tables of the law, a pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded.

The ark was covered with a golden lid known as the mercy seat.  At each end of the lid was a golden cherub with its wings spread.  Between the cherubim hovered the cloud of God’s revealed presence.  Into this Holy of Holies entered the great high priest once a year to place blood upon the mercy seat.  

This entire structure could be taken down and carried by the Levites as Israel journeyed.  Specific instructions were given by God concerning everything and everyone that had anything to do with the tabernacle.

This structure was referred to in scripture as the Tabernacle of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, and the House of the Lord.  It was built according to the divine pattern given to Moses on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 25:40).

CCLII. The Purpose Of The Tabernacle

MJ. The tabernacle was the place where God dwelt among His people (Psalm 80:1, Exodus 25:8).

MK. The tabernacle was the divinely appointed place of worship for nearly five hundred years.  It was replaced by Soloman’s Temple (I Kings 6:1).

ML. The tabernacle was an institution of divinely ordained types.  The great truths of God were herein illustrated.  The tabernacle revealed God’s holiness and man’s need of a mediator and a sacrifice.  That there were no images of God in the tabernacle proved His spirituality and rebuked the worship of idols.

MM. In particular the tabernacle illustrated the saving work of Christ.  The presence of the tabernacle in the midst of Israel was a picture of our Lord’s incarnation (John 1:14).  The sacrifices and service of the priests typified the substitutionary death of Christ and His intercession on our behalf (Hebrews 9:1- 10:1).

MN. Indeed the tabernacle was patterned after spiritual realities in Heaven (Hebrews 8:1-5, 9:1-9, 9:23-24).  In the Book of the Revelation scene after scene in Heaven reveals things typified in the earthly tabernacle (Revelation 1:12, 4:6, 6:9, 8:3, 11:19).

Conclusion

May God help us to appreciate the privilege that is ours in studying the tabernacle.  Gospel truth shines forth from every part.  

The Great Offering

Introduction 

The tabernacle was built of materials given by the children of Israel as an offering to the Lord.  The record of this offering is found in Exodus 25:1-9, 35:4-39, and 36:2-7.  Even today we have much to glean from the truths revealed here. 

CCLIII. Giving Unto The Lord

In Exodus 25:2 we find that God requested that His house be built of that which was offered to Him by the redeemed nation.  In every age part of the worship of God has consisted in the giving of offerings (Psalm 96:8).  What is God’s purpose behind this?  He certainly does not wish us to view Him as dependent upon man (Psalm 50:9-12).  Giving is in reality a privilege bestowed upon us for our blessedness (Acts 20:35).  Giving blesses us in several ways:

MO. Giving reminds us that God is our creator.  Everything we have comes from Him (James 1:17).  In our offerings we return to God an offering of thanksgiving.  We are stewards of God’s bounty not owners of our own wealth.

MP. God’s people give unto the Lord not only as their creator but also as their redeemer.  How appropriate that after Israel had been redeemed from slavery in Egypt they gave unto Him gifts of gratitude.  How much more reasonable is it that we as redeemed sinners give our best to Christ (Romans 12:1).

MQ. Giving protects us from the sins of covetousness and selfishness.  We learn by experience that “it is more blessed to give than to receive”.

MR. Giving teaches us to live by faith.  As we give unto the Lord we are recognizing Him as our all-sufficient source.

MS. Giving gives us opportunity to use our present temporary possessions to obtain eternal rewards (Matthew 6:20).

CCLIV. The Source Of Israel’s Wealth

Someone has calculated that the tabernacle contained 2500 pounds of gold, 8500 pounds of silver and 8000 pounds of brass.  The structure itself also contained expensive cloth and skins as well as the precious stones used in the high priest’s costume.

Where would a nation of slaves accumulate such wealth?  The answer is found in Exodus 12:35-36.  As Israel left Egypt they carried away the wealth of the nation.  It is also possible that some things were gathered at the Red Sea after Egypt’s army was drowned (Exodus 14:30).  What God asks of us He always supplies.  May we view our worldly goods as given us for the purpose of honoring God.

CCLV. The Spirit Of Giving

Circumstances today may seem quite different from those in Exodus yet the same principles of giving apply.  There are certain things required of those who would give to God in an acceptable manner.

MT. We must give to God freely (Exodus 25:2, 35:4-5, 21, 29).  The Lord is not to be served as a drudge would be forced to serve a despised master.  We must give out of love.  No one was or is now to be forced into giving (II Corinthians 9:7). 

MU. Giving should be an act of joy and worship (II Corinthians 9:7).

MV. Our giving is to be proportional.  We notice in Exodus that some gave gold, silver, and jewels while others gave lumber and oil.  What a great lesson is here.  Giving is not just for the rich.  We are to give as God has prospered us (I Corinthians 16:2).  God accepts our gifts not on the basis of what we do not have but what we do have (II Corinthians 8:13, Luke 21:1-4).

MW. God would have us to give generously.  In Exodus 36:2-7 we learn that the people gave more than was needed.  When God’s people have a liberal spirit there will always be enough for God’s work (II Corinthians 9:6 & 8:2).

CCLVI. Diversities Of Gifts

What a diversity of gifts were used in the Tabernacle.  The rich gave that which was rare and valuable while the poorer gave what was more common but still necessary (Exodus 35:24 & 27).  Some gave their riches while others gave their talent (Exodus 35:26, 36:2).  Both the gifts and abilities of men and women were needed (Exodus 35:22, 25-26). 

Does not this teach us something about the Lord’s house today?  The body of Christ (i.e. the local church) is made up of many members, each having a different spiritual gift (I Corinthians 12:11-12, 17-22).  All are different yet all are needed and should use what they have for the Lord (II Peter 4:10).  Some lead while others follow (Romans 12:5-8, Exodus 35:27).  Some have great wealth while others are more ordinary but just as needed.  Both men and women fill a place in God’s house (Philippians 4:3).  May we have the same spirit toward God’s house today that these willing-hearted Israelites’ had long ago:

Let none hear you idly saying, ‘There is nothing I can do’ 

While the souls of men are dying, And the Master calls for you

Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His work your pleasure be.

Answer quickly while He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me.”
CCLVII. The Glory Of Scriptural Giving

In Exodus 25:8 we learn that the gifts were used to build a sanctuary where God might dwell among His people.  May we be reminded that the greatest thing we can do with our time, talent, and wealth, is to build God’s house and glorify Him through it (Ephesians 3:21).  In this age the church is the house of God (II Timothy 3:15).  

We as redeemed sinners can be living stones in the Temple (I Peter 2:5).  Baptism places us in one of the Lord’s churches (I Corinthians 12:13).  As a member we use our spiritual abilities to build up the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:16).  Our offerings can assist in the work of the Kingdom.  In this age of materialistic thinking may we think more of God’s house than of our own estate (Haggai 1:3-9).

CCLVIII. The Importance Of The Pattern – Exodus 25:8-9

The fact that the people contributed to the building of the tabernacle did not give them liberty to design it.  Everything was to be done just as God revealed to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  Every detail had significance.  At a later date when David moved the ark in an unscriptural manner he learned the importance of following God’s blueprint (I Samuel 6:1-10, I Chronicles 15:12-15).

In our own age many feel at liberty to serve God or build His house as they see fit.  This is a grave error with serious consequences.  Everything that pertains to the church is to follow the scriptural pattern (I Corinthians 11:2).  The church belongs to Christ (Matthew 16:18) and is to be built upon the truths of the New Testament (Ephesians 2:20‑22).  Let us give to God while following Him.  

The Ark Of The Covenant

Introduction

Most studies on the tabernacle begin with the outside court and proceed inward to finish with the Ark.  We have chosen to follow Biblical order and begin with the Ark which was the most sacred object of the Old Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22, 37:1-9).  Really the entire tabernacle was built around the Ark where God’s presence was manifested.

CCLIX. A Description Of The Ark

The Ark was a box or chest made of what we would know today as acacia wood.  It was 2 ½ cubits long and 1½ cubits high and broad.  Within and without it was overlaid with pure gold.  At the top was a crown or cornice of gold.  There was a golden ring at each of the corners near the bottom.  Wooden staves overlaid with gold passed through these rings and were used to carry the Ark in an elevated fashion.

On top of the Ark was a golden lid known as the “mercy seat”.  Once a year on the great day of atonement the blood of a sacrifice was sprinkled on this by the great high priest.

At each end of the mercy seat was a golden cherub.  The two cherubims had their wings spread with their faces toward the mercy seat.  Above the mercy seat and between the cherubims was the Shekinah glory of God (Psalm 80:1, 99:1).  The Ark was the only piece of furniture in the Holy of Holies.

CCLX. The Ark’s Importance

The Ark was the center and heart of the tabernacle.  It preceded Israel in their marches (Numbers 10:33 & 35) and was even superstitiously revered at times (I Samuel 4).  Even as it was carried it was to be covered from view (Numbers 4:5-6).  No one was to touch the Ark (Numbers 4:15) which transgression was visited with death (I Samuel 6:19-20, II Samuel 6:6-7).  The Ark was the only piece of furniture used in both the tabernacle and Soloman’s Temple.  The others being replaced by new ones.  As already noted the account of the tabernacle begins with the Ark (Exodus 25:10-22).  Why did the Ark have such an important position:

MX. The Ark was the place where God dwelt among His people and communed with them (Exodus 25:22, I Samuel 4:4).

MY. The Ark and its Mercy Seat were a wonderful type of Jesus Christ and His atoning death.

CCLXI. The History Of The Ark

From the time of Moses until the captivity of Babylon the Ark was a central part of Israel’s worship.  It was in the tabernacle for over five hundred years and then in Soloman’s Temple.  Many times it is mentioned in connection with important events in Israel’s history (Joshua 3 & 6, I Samuel 4-6 etc).  The Ark disappeared when Babylon conquered Judah and we have no record of what became of it.

CCLXII. The Symbolism Of The Ark

There is no question but that the Ark was a figure of spiritual things as was the entire tabernacle (Hebrews 9:8-9).  It was a type or pattern of things in Heaven (Hebrews 9:23, Revelation 11:19).  Let us contemplate some of the particular aspects of this symbolism:

MZ. The Wood – The shittim wood used in the construction of the Ark has always been viewed as a type of Christ’s human nature (John 1:14).  It points to the condescension of Christ in coming in the form of a man (Isaiah 53:2). 

NA. The Gold – The Ark was overlaid with gold inside and out.  This has always been seen as a type of Christ’s divine nature (John 1:1).  The wood and the gold united in one Ark reveal the two natures of Christ united in one person (I Timothy 3:16).

NB. The Ark’s Contents – In Hebrews 9:4 the contents of the Ark are listed.  There is a symbolic significance associated with each of these items:

38.  The stone tables of the law received by Moses on Mt. Sinai were placed in the Ark and gave it the name “Ark of the Covenant”.  This pointed to Christ as the one who not only kept the law but had it in His heart (Psalm 40:7-8, Galations 4:4).  In Christ the law was fully honored while at the same time mercy was made possible (Psalm 85:10).

39.  Aaron’s rod that budded was placed in the Ark.  A careful reading of Numbers 16 & 17 will show that this rod was a symbol and proof of priestly authority.  In the Ark it signified that Christ was the great high priest of God’s choosing.

40.  A pot of manna was kept in the Ark.  This not only reminded Israel of God’s provision for them but also pointed to Christ as the bread of life (Exodus 16:32-34, John 6:48-51).

NC. The Golden Crown – The crown or cornice on the Ark called attention to the kingship of Christ.  As a priest after the order of Melchizedek our Saviour is both priest and king (Hebrews 7:1 & 17).  Some have referred to the Ark as God’s throne on earth.

ND. The Mercy Seat – The Mercy Seat was the solid gold lid that set on the Ark.  The Hebrew word translated “Mercy Seat” means “propitiatory” or “the place where propitiation is made”.  To propitiate means to pacify or conciliate an angry party.  God was angry with us as sinners but Christ became our propitiation or mercy seat (Romans 3:25, I John 4:10).

Once a year the great high priest would enter the Holy of Holies and sprinkle the blood of sacrifices on the Mercy Seat (Leviticus 16:1-15).  This was a foreshadowing of Christ’s redemptive work (Hebrews 9:1-8, 12, 24).  His blood enables the Father to forgive our sins (Ephesians 1:7).  The publican in Luke 18:13 prayed for mercy.  The Greek word translated “merciful” could be translated “propitious” or “mercy seat”.

NE. The Golden Cherubim – The cherubim overlooking the Mercy Seat reveal the interest that the angels have in the saving work of Christ (I Peter 1:12, Ephesians 3:10).  Note:  Some have used the cherubim to justify the use of idols and images in worship.  They forget that while there were images of cherubims there were no images of God.

NF. The Pillar – The Shekinah glory that hovered over the Mercy Seat was a manifestation of God’s glory (Psalm 80:1 & 99:1).  God met with His people through the mediation of Jesus Christ (I Timothy 2:5).  He dwelt with Israel at the place where the blood was sprinkled.  The entire tabernacle revealed God dwelling with His people through Christ (John 1:14).

The Table Of Shewbread

Introduction

The next piece of furniture in our study is the Table of Shewbread.  This is described in Exodus 25:23-30 and in Exodus 37:10-16.

CCLXIII. The Biblical Description

NG. The Location – The Table of Shewbread was located in the Holy place which was separated from the Holy of Holies by a thick veil.  In this same room was the Golden Candlestick and the Golden Altar of Incense.  

The Table was placed on the north or right side of the room (Exodus 31:8) and was surrounded by the beauty of the hangings and the veil.  In this Holy Place the priests ministered daily unlike the Holy of Holies which was entered only once a year.

NH. The Table – The Table was the same height and length as the ark but was half a cubit less in width (Exodus 25:23-28).  Like the Ark it was made of shittim wood overlaid with gold.  There was a crown, which probably served to prevent things from falling off the Table.  As with the Ark it was carried with staves.  There is, as would be expected, some debate as to the certain details of its construction.

NI. The Bread – Twelve loaves of bread were kept on the Table at all times (Numbers 4:7, II Chronicles 2:4).  The bread is described in Leviticus 24:5-9.  It was called “Shewbread” or “Bread of the face or presence” because it was laid before God continually.  Fresh bread removed from the Table was eaten by the priests in the Holy Place (Leviticus 24:8-9, I Samuel 21:6, I Chronicles 9:32).

NJ. The Spice – Frankincense kept on the Table was sprinkled on the bread.  Some of this was also burnt to create a sweet smell in the Holy Place.  In connection with this there were other utensils on the Table (Exodus 25:29). 

CCLXIV. The Symbolism

Anyone studying the Tabernacle becomes aware of the difficulty involved in interpreting the symbolism.  We have tried to stay with the obvious rather than allow our imagination and ingenuity to find symbolism perhaps not intended by the Holy Spirit.  Three things seem to stand out concerning the Table of Shewbread.

NK. The Table of Shewbread displayed our communion with God.  The Tabernacle was God’s house and so contained a table richly loaded where His children could feast and fellowship with Him.  The priests represented our position today as believer-priests in God’s house (I Peter 2:5-9).  As God’s children we feast at His table.

NL. The Shewbread pictured Christ as the bread of life (John 6:32-33), the spiritual food of God’s people.  Christ is ever before the Father’s face.  The Frankincense revealed Christ’s death as a sweet odor unto God (Ephesians 5:2).  Just as bread is made of wheat that has been ground and baked so Christ’s sufferings enabled Him to become bread for our souls.

NM. The fact that there were twelve loaves shadowed forth the identification of Christ with His people (i.e., the twelve tribes).

The Golden Candlestick

Introduction

The next piece of furniture in the Holy Place was the Golden Lampstand.  This is described in Exodus 25:31-40.  (The Golden Altar of Incense was also in the Holy Place but it is described further on in the Book of Exodus).

CCLXV. The Lampstand Described

The Golden Candlestick was actually an oil-burning lamp.  It stood on the south side of the Holy Place across from the Table of Shewbread (Exodus 40:24).  The Lampstand was not cast but beaten out by hand from a single piece of gold weighing around one hundred and twenty five pounds.  The task must have been one requiring immense skill and labor.

The Lampstand had seven lamps; one coming out of the central shaft and three coming out of either side on separate branches.  The entire piece was highly ornamented as described in Exodus 25:31-40.  The Lamp burned olive oil that was beaten out by hand (Leviticus 24:2, Exodus 27:20).

CCLXVI. The Symbolism Of The Lamp

The purpose of the Lampstand was to give light for the priests in the Holy Place.  In thinking of this divinely ordained light source several aspects of truth seem to be set forth in type:

NN. Immediately the Lampstand causes us to reflect on Christ as the light of His people.  We dwelt in spiritual darkness before coming to know Christ (II Corinthians 4:3-4, Ephesians 4:18).  Following Him as believer-priests we have the light of light (John 8:12).  

Consider also that just as the Lampstand shone by using oil so Christ means the “anointed one”.  Our Saviour as the Christ was anointed with the oil of the Spirit (Hebrews 1:9).  His wonderful words and works were by the Spirit’s power (Acts 10:38).  Christ Jesus has the fullness of the Spirit which is symbolized in Revelation 3:1.  The sevenfold ministry of the Spirit in Christ is explained in Isaiah 11:1-2.

NO. The Golden Lampstand also brings to mind the work of the Holy Spirit in God’s people.  He is our teacher (John 16:13) and reveals the things of Christ to us.

The Holy of Holies was illuminated by the Shekinah; the light of God’s glory.  It typified God’s presence in Heaven.  The Holy place however was illuminated by the Lampstand or the light of grace.  This typified the ministry of the Holy Spirit to saints in this present world.  While we do not see God’s glory with our physical eyes yet through the Spirit we apprehend spiritual truth.  

Apart from the Lampstand none of the beauty of the Holy Place would have been seen.  The Table of Shewbread, the Golden Altar of Incense, and the beautiful curtains would have been in darkness.  The priest would have had no light to perform their services.  So it is in Christianity.  Until the Spirit illuminates our mind the beauty of Christ is hidden (II Corinthians 4:6).  Service acceptable to God is an impossibility.  Only a new birth by God’s Spirit equips us for sight and service in God’s kingdom (John 3:3).

In teaching that the Lampstand represents both the work of Christ and the work of the Spirit we are not contradicting ourselves.  There is unity in their work.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ as He was sent by, and in the place of the Saviour (Galatians 4:6, John 14:26, John 16:7).  Christ lives through us by the power of His Spirit.  He died to purchase for us the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:33).

NP. Likewise we are not going beyond Biblical limits when we assert that the Lampstand represents Christ’s churches as light-bearers.  In fact we have divine authority for this (Revelation 1:20).  After His resurrection and ascension the Saviour sent His Spirit to empower the church for service (Acts 1:8).  The light of the gospel shines as Christ’s churches carry out the Great commission through His power (Matthew 28:18-20).  God’s people are enlightened as the churches perform their teaching ministry (I Timothy 3:15, Ephesians 4:11-15).  The local church is institution through which Christ’s truth is preserved and made known (I Timothy 3:15). 

The Curtains And The Coverings

Introduction

In Exodus 26:1-14 a description of the curtains and coverings is given.  As with everything connected with the tabernacle these things point to Christ.

CCLXVII. A Brief Description

The Tabernacle was an elaborate tent.  Four layers of differing material were used in the construction.

NQ. The curtains of fine twined linen made up the first or inside layer.  According to scripture these curtains were the “tabernacle” and were distinguished from the other layers which were called the “tent” and the “coverings” (Exodus 26:1&6, 35:11, 36:14, Numbers 3:25).

There were ten of these curtains.  Each was twenty eight cubits long and four cubits wide.  They had loops of blue on two edges and were coupled together with golden tacks to form one tabernacle (Exodus 26:6).  The curtains were blue, purple, and scarlet in color with golden cherubims embroidered on them.

The framework of the tabernacle was ten cubits high and ten cubits across.  As the curtains were twenty eight cubits long they hung on each side to within a cubit of the floor.  They were visible at the ceiling and probably hung inside the golden wall so that only a cubit of this wall would be seen around the bottom.

NR. The curtains of goat hair made up the next layer and are referred to as the “tent” (Exodus 26:11-12, Numbers 3:25).  Eleven of these curtains were made and each was thirty cubits by four cubits.  They were coupled together into one tent by fifty taches of brass (Exodus 26:11).  Part of one curtain hung over the back of the tabernacle (Exodus 26:12).  These curtains were probably black as this was the usual color of goats’ hair used in tent making (Song of Solomon 1:5).

NS. Over the tabernacle and the tent was a covering of rams’ skins dyed red.  No dimensions are given for this.

NT. The outside covering was made of badger skins.  Again, no dimensions are given. This formed the outside layer and was visible from the outside.  Bible students are not sure which animal is designated here as a badger.  We do know that these skins were used to make shoes and must have been very durable (Ezekiel 16:10).  This made it an excellent protectant for the other layers.

CCLXVIII. The Symbolic Significance Of The Curtains And The Coverings

NU. The first thing we notice in the use of the curtains and the coverings is that the tabernacle was intended to be a moveable structure.  It will move with Israel in their wanderings.  This pictures Christ who came into this world to “tabernacle” among us (John 1:14).

NV. Next consider the four layers made up of the curtains and the coverings:

41.  The fine linen curtains made up the actual tabernacle.  Fine linen signifies righteousness (Revelation 19:8), and reminds us of the glory of Christ.  The beautiful colors likewise point to the Saviour.  The blue to His heavenly origin, the scarlet to His glory, and the purple to His kingly office.  The cherubims remind us of the interest the angels have in Christ and of their protection over those in Christ.  The cherubim with spread wings overshadowed those in the Holy place.  Some think this is referred to in scripture (Psalm 61:4, 91:4, 17:8).

Another truth that seems strikingly evident here is that just as those alone who entered the tabernacle saw its beauty, so only those in Christ see His glory.  Men outside of Christ are blind to His beauty (Isaiah 53:1-3), just as those outside the tabernacle saw only badger skins.  Inside, however, the beautiful colors, cherubim, and golden furniture were illuminated by the golden lampstand.  By faith we come into Christ and He becomes precious (I Peter 2:7).

42.  The second layer of black goats’ hair curtains made up the tent.  They probably represent Christ as our sin offering as the goat was used in these offerings (Numbers 29:5, Leviticus 23:19).  The black reveals Christ as made in the likeness of sinful man.  He was judged for our sins.  Brass in scripture is used in connection with judgement and the tacks use to couple these curtains were made of brass.

43.  The third layer was the covering of rams’ skins dyed red.  The ram was the animal of substitution (Genesis 22:13).  It was the protector of the sheep, the defender of the flock.  The red reminds us of Christ’s blood shed for His sheep.

44.  The fourth or outer layer was the covering of badger skins.  Herein we see the humility of Christ as He came in the form of a servant (Philippians 2:5-8).  During Christ’s earthly ministry there was no glory seen in Him by the world.  Even today those out of Christ see not the glory revealed to those born from above. 

The Walls Of The Tabernacle

Introduction

In Exodus 26:15-30 we learn that the four layers of covering were draped not over tent poles but over golden walls.  As would be expected there are some precious truths typified in the construction of these walls.

CCLXIX. A Brief Description

The shittim wood boards were fifteen feet long by twenty-seven inches broad.  They were overlaid with gold.  Twenty made up the south wall, twenty the north wall, and six the west wall plus two used in some way as corner boards.  This made a total of forty-eight boards.

Each wall was held stable by the use of five gold covered bars of shittim wood that passed through rings fastened to the boards.  The middle bar on each side ran the entire length of the wall.

Each board had two tenons or “hands” that fitted at the ground into two sockets of silver. There were one hundred of these sockets.  Forty on the south side, forty on the north side, sixteen on the west or backside, and four across the house.  These four held the pillars which supported the veil (Exodus 26:31-32).  This Veil separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.  These one hundred silver sockets formed the foundation of the structure.

CCLXX. Typology Of The Walls

While the wood and gold of the boards remind us of the two natures of Christ further elaboration is difficult.  Some have suggested that we think of Christ’s body; the church.  The church as a temple is “fitly framed together” (Ephesians 2:21).  Difficult as the walls are of further exposition yet the scripture gives us the key to understanding the silver sockets.

The Jewish men twenty and above were to give a half a shekel of silver unto the Lord as atonement money (Exodus 30:11-16).  This was used in the Tabernacle (Exodus 30:16).  This half shekel coin was of small weight but 603,350 were collected, that being the number of the men (Numbers 1:46).  Six thousand of these coins made up a talent.  This silver then amounted to one hundred talents which were made into one hundred sockets each weighing a talent.  The 7/12 of a talent left over was used in the court wall.

That the silver in the sockets came from the atonement or redemption money is very instructive.  Redemption is the foundation of all Christ does for His people.  All needed redemption.  The same price would avail for rich and poor (Galatians 3:13).  These silver sockets were then a type of the real redemption Christ made for His people (I Peter 1:18‑19). 

Lastly should we see in the wall a picture of the church as the temple of God we understand why the foundation was made of the atonement money silver.  Truly only the Redeemer could be the foundation of the church (I Corinthians 3:11).  Only by Christ’s redemption could the Spirit come and cause the church to be a habitation of God (Ephesians 2:22).

The Veil

Introduction

In Exodus 26:31-37 we have a description of the two veils in the tabernacle.  The first veil was actually the door of the structure (Exodus 26:36-37).  While its colors were the same as the second veil there is no mention of the cherubims.  It was suspended on five golden pillars, which were held by sockets of brass.

Our real subject of study will be the inner or second veil (Hebrews 9:3).  This veil was blue, purple, scarlet and fine twined linen with embroidery of cherubims.  It was suspended from four golden pillars held by four sockets of silver.  This veil separated the Holy place from the Holy of Holies (Exodus 26:33).

One other note of explanation needs to be given before we begin our study on the symbolism of the veil.  Many of our Bible references will be referring to the veil of the Temple which existed during Christ’s earthly ministry rather than the veil of the tabernacle built by Moses.  This in no way affects our study as both veils had the same doctrinal significance.  Let us now begin our study of the symbolic significance of the veil.

CCLXXI. The Basic Concept Of The Veil

The purpose of a Veil is to cover or hide from view (II Corinthians 3:13-16, Isaiah 25:7).  The veil of the tabernacle hid from view the Holy of Holies.  It formed a barrier between God’s glory and sinful man (Leviticus 16:2).

CCLXXII. Christ’s Flesh A Veil

In Hebrews 10:19-20 we learn that Christ’s flesh was symbolically pictured by the inner veil of the tabernacle.  Our Saviour took upon Himself human form and thus veiled His glory (Philippians 2:5-11, Romans 8:3). Only on the Mount of Transfiguration did His divine glory shine through (Matthew 17:1-2).  Likewise the veil of the Tabernacle hid from men’s view the glory and presence of God.

CCLXXIII. The Rending Of The Temple Veil

The veil of Herod’s Temple was said by the Jews to be “four fingers” thick.  Several yoke of oxen could not have torn it.  This heavy veil was rent in twain at the time of Christ’s death (Matthew 27:50-51, Luke 23:44-45).  Truly this was one of the great signs surrounding Christ’s death.  Notice the great truths shadowed forth in type by this event.

NW. The rending of the veil was an act of God.  It was rent from the “top to bottom” (Matthew 27:50-51) to show that it was a work of God above and not man below. This was to reveal that Christ’s death and suffering were inflicted by God (Isaiah 53:10, Zechariah 13:7, John 10:18).  Men were only God’s instruments (Acts 2:23) and apart from God’s purpose could have had no power over Christ (John 19:8-12).  It was the Father who made Christ an offering for our sin (II Corinthians 5:21, John 3:16).  Christ was not merely an innocent murder victim but a divine sacrifice.

NX. The veil was rent down the middle (Luke 23:44-45) creating direct access to the Mercy Seat and the Shekinah Glory.  It was not a slight tear in the side but a bold exposure of the Holy of Holies.  Likewise Christ’s crucifixion created an open way to the Father (Hebrews 10:19-22, John 14:6).  His torn flesh was for us an opening of the gates of Heaven.  Through Christ we come boldly to the “mercy seat” or as it is called in Hebrews the “throne of grace” (Hebrews 4:16).

NY. The veil was torn as Christ cried “It is finished” (Compare Matthew 27:50-51 with John 19:30).  Our Saviour suffered in many ways but only at death was the veil rent.  That we might have access to God the wages of sin must be paid (Romans 6:23).  Not sweat or tears but blood was the key to Heaven (Ephesians 2:13).

Liberal preachers often extol the beauty of Christ’s life and the virtues of His teaching but deny the saving nature of our Lord’s death.  The folly of this is seen when we recall that not the beauty of the veil but rather its rending opened the way to the Mercy Seat.  Truly the beauty of the veil did typify the holy perfections of our Saviour.  Our Saviour rendered a perfect obedience to the Father in His life but apart from His death this could not have saved.

CCLXXIV. The Great Day of Atonement

Once a year on the great day of atonement the high priest entered past the veil into the Holy of Holies with the blood of a sacrifice.  In this we have a wonderful picture which typifies the veil’s significance.  The Biblical record of this is in Leviticus 16:1-19 & 34.

NZ. Only once a year did the High priest go past the veil into the presence of God.  In type this signified that Christ needed to die but once to open for us a way to the Father (Hebrews 9:28, 10:10 & 14).

OA. The only man who ever passed through the veil into the Holy of Holies was the high priest (Hebrews 9:6-7).  Christ is our great high priest (Hebrews 9:11, 10:21‑22) and by His death and resurrection He was enabled to appear in the presence of God for us (Hebrews 9:24, 7:25-27, 8:1-2).  He lives today to make intercession for His people (Romans 5:10).

OB. When the High Priest entered the Holy of Holies He did so with the blood of an animal already sacrificed on the Brazen altar.  This blood was sprinkled on the Mercy seat to make atonement (Leviticus 16:14-16).  Christ was not only our High priest but our sacrifice offered on the Brazen altar of Calvary.  With His own blood He enters Heaven to intercede for us (Hebrews 9:11-14).

A. Lastly notice what was implied in the existence of these symbols.  As long as the Temple veil hung as a symbol it was proof that Christ had not yet made a way for us into God’s presence (Hebrews 9:7-9).  As long as the earthly high priest entered the veil it was proof that the real atonement had not yet been made (Hebrews 10:1-4).  We rejoice in the symbols but are thankful that they have passed away.  Christ the great anti-type has fulfilled all the Old Testament types.

The Brazen Altar

Introduction 

We are given a description of the Brazen Altar in Exodus 27:1-8.  In Exodus 30:28 it is referred to as the altar of burnt offering.

CCLXXV. The Altar Described

The Brazen Altar stood in the court between the outer opening and the entrance to the Holy Place.  It was the first object one saw as they entered the court.  Between this altar and the Tabernacle sat the Laver.

The altar was a square box of shittim overlaid with brass.  It was five cubits long by five broad by three cubits high.  At each corner was a horn of brass.  The Altar was hollow with a grate inside.  A pan caught the ashes.  The altar was carried by brass-covered staves ran through four rings.  As with other pieces of furniture there are differences of opinion over some details of its construction.

On this altar burned a fire of divine origin (Leviticus 9:24).  This was always burning (Leviticus 6:13).  Here the burnt and meat offerings were consumed by fire.  The altar was in daily use.

CCLXXVI. The Symbolism Of The Brazen Altar

The Brazen Altar stood before the gate of the tabernacle court.  It typified the sacrifice of Christ at Calvary.  The location of the altar reminds us that we can only enter God’s presence by way of the cross (John 14:6).  We enter into a position of spiritual fellowship and blessedness through Christ (Ephesians 1:3).  Notice now several uses of the Brazen altar that typify Christ’s saving work:

OC. The altar was the place of burnt offering (Exodus 30:28).  This offering displayed Christ as our substitute suffering the penalty due our sin.  Brass signified “judgment” and foreshadowed Christ as judged in our place (II Corinthians 5:21). The fire consuming the sacrifice pictured judgment falling on the Saviour as He suffered God’s wrath on our behalf.  

All this is made plain in Leviticus 1:1-17 where instructions for the burnt offering were given.  In verse 4 we are told that the offering was an atonement for sin.  In verse 13 and verse 17 the offering is said to be a sweet savour unto the Lord.  Ephesians 5:2 makes it clear what is typified in this.  The death of God’s son was a pleasing sacrifice to God which satisfied His just law and enabled Him to accept us in Christ (Ephesians 1:6).  These sacrifices were to be offered as public confession of a person’s faith in God’s promised Saviour (Psalm 50:5).

OD. The Brazen Altar was the place where the meat offering was made (Leviticus 2:1-3).  Again this pointed to Christ.  The fine flour represented His perfect human nature.  The oil revealed Christ as anointed by the Spirit.  Part of this offering was burnt on the Brazen Altar as a picture of Christ’s obedience unto death.  The rest became food for the priests (Leviticus 2:1-3), even as Christ is our spiritual food (John 6:35).

OE. The Brazen Altar also had significance in other areas of the Tabernacle where Christ was typified.  The coals used to burn incense on the Golden altar came from the Brazen Altar.  This revealed that Christ’s death was the key that opened the door of prayer to the Father.  The blood sprinkled on the Mercy Seat came from a sacrifice offered on the Brazen altar.  Again we see that Christ’s death was the key to His coming into the Father’s presence on our behalf.

OF. Finally, the Brazen altar was a place of refuge.  Men in trouble would flee to take hold of the horns of the altar (I Kings 1:50-51).  The horn was a symbol of strength.  Christ is the horn of salvation (Luke 1:68-69).  He is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16).  By faith in Christ we lay hold of the Lord’s saving strength (Isaiah 27:5).

The Court

Introduction

In Exodus 27:9-19 we are given a description of the court that surrounded the Tabernacle.  As with everything pertaining to this subject there are valuable truths revealed here.

CCLXXVII. A Description

The court was one hundred cubits long by fifty cubits wide.  It was surrounded by a barrier of fine twined linen hangings supported by pillars of brass and wood set in sockets of brass.  A calculation of the amount of brass used in the Tabernacle proves that wood was used in these pillars.  There were sixty of these.

A gate of twenty cubits wide allowed the court to be entered on the east side.  This was made of the same colors and materials as the Tabernacle veils and was supported by four of the pillars.

Entering the gate one first saw the Brazen Altar.  Moving on one come to the Laver and then to the Tabernacle itself.  Even the location of things was significant.

CCLXXVIII. The Typical Significance Of The Court

OG. The wall and the court protected the Tabernacle from accidental or intentional profanation.  This reminds us to come reverently and thoughtfully into God’s presence (Ecclesiastes 5:1-6).  We are also reminded that the things of God; His church, ordinance, and worship are to be kept separate from the world.  

(Solomon who was a type of Christ was protected in his slumbers while traveling by sixty soldiers.  Many have supposed that the number of solders is an allusion to the sixty pillars of the Court.  This reference is in the Song of Solomon 3:6-7).

OH. The floor of the Court and of the Tabernacle was bare earth.  This reminds us that Christ in His incarnation and human origin was a “root out of dry ground” (Isaiah 53:2).  There was no earthly glory in His birth.

OI. The Court typified for us the fellowship and worship saints experience in the church.  Like the church which is God’s house today (I Timothy 3:15) the Tabernacle was the place where God met His people and where the gospel was pictured in symbolic ordinances.  In the court God’s people worshipped and offered their sacrifices (Psalm 84:1-2, 65:4, 100:1-4, 27:4-6).  Believers today are all priests who should serve God through the church (I Peter 2:5).  (It is interesting to remember that the first church met for worship in the courts of the Temple as seen in Acts 2:46.  No doubt the events of Pentecost occurred in the court of the Temple and not in the upper room as is often stated.

OJ. The wall of the Court is somewhat difficult to interpret.  Perhaps the following is the simplest and most correct. 

The brass sockets reveal our sin as judged on the cross.  The wood shadows Christ coming as a man.  The silver used in the pillars was what remained of the silver collected as redemption money and used to make the sockets of the Tabernacle.  It revealed the redemption purchased for us as Christ was judged for our sins.  The silver upheld the linen hangings.  The linen hangings pictured righteousness (Revelation 19:8).  Taken all together the wall could be interpreted one of two ways:

45.  The redemption made for us by Christ’s suffering upholds the righteousness of God in forgiving our sins (Romans 3:25-26).

46.  We could also see in the linen a type of the imputed righteousness of Christ that covers all who enter God’s presence by faith in Christ (II Corinthians 5:21).

OK. The Gate – Certainly the gate pictures Christ as the door and the way into God’s presence (John 10:9, 14:6).  There was only one gate into God’s presence.  It stood directly in front of the Brazen Altar which pictured Christ Jesus suffering for our sins.

What a lesson is here.  The first sight seen by those that entered was this altar.  We come home by the way of the cross.  The Jews entered God’s presence to first come with a sacrifice to this altar.  We enter God’s presence by faith in Calvary’s Lamb.

The Priesthood

Introduction

In Exodus 28:1 we learn that Aaron and his sons were set apart to fill the office of priest in the Tabernacle.  The subject of their office, garments, and consecration is introduced here because these things are to be viewed as part of the Tabernacle and its services.  As revealed in Exodus 39:32 the Tabernacle was not complete until the priestly garments were made.

CCLXXIX. A General Description

Since the entrance of sin into the world men have always felt the need of a priest.  Even pagan religions include a special priestly class to stand between the devotee and their god. This desire for a priest is caused by man’s feeling of guilt and his need for a mediator between himself and God.

The Levitical priests were ordained of God under the Old Covenant to serve in the 

Tabernacle and Temple worship.  Their work was symbolic and typical of the true priestly work of Jesus Christ our great high priest.

The work of these priests is summed up in Hebrews 5:1-2.  They were to be descendants of Aaron and were to meet strict qualifications (Leviticus 21).  Their uniform is described in Exodus.  All the services of the Tabernacle was under their care.  They offered sacrifices, sprinkled blood, burned incense, replaced shewbread, and moved the Tabernacle when necessary.  Many of the duties connected with the ceremonial purity of Israel was also in their hands (Leviticus 12-15 give us an example of this).  Finally the priests were to instruct the nation in God’s law (Deuteronomy 33:10).

CCLXXX. The Typical Significance Of The Levitical Priesthood

The Levitical priesthood was instituted to foreshadow the priestly office and work of our Lord.  These Jewish priests illustrated the work of Christ by way of both comparisons and contrasts.  The contrasts reveal the superiority of His priesthood.  Notice first the following comparisons:

OL. Levitical priests were anointed into their office (Exodus 29:7, Leviticus 8:12). Jesus is the Christ.  Christ means “the anointed one”.

OM. Our Lord like the Old Testament priests was made a priest by divine authority (Hebrews 5:4-5).

ON. The Levitical priests were men and could therefore feel empathy for the people (Hebrews 5:1-2).  Christ Jesus took upon Himself human nature so that He could be a compassionate high priest for His people (Hebrews 2:14-18).

OO. The Levitical priests offered sacrifices for the people and interceded with God on their behalf (Hebrews 5:1-2).  Christ as our great high priest gave Himself as our sacrifice and lives to intercede for us (Hebrews 9:11-12, 24-28).

OP. The qualifications for the Old Covenant priesthood ensured that at least ceremonially and officially they were holy.  Our Lord truly was perfectly holy (Hebrews 7:26).

Notice now some of the contrasts between Christ and the Levitical priests:

OQ. While the Levitical priests were merely men our great high priest was both God and man.  The Epistle to the Hebrews which speaks so much of Christ’s priesthood begins with a chapter asserting His deity (Hebrews 1:1-14).  As both God and man Christ can truly act as our mediator (I Timothy 2:3-5).

OR. While the Levitical priests were earthly priests over an earthly house our Saviour is a heavenly priest over a heavenly house (Hebrews 8:1-2, 9:24).

OS. While there was no oath connected in the consecration of the Levitical priests our Lord was made a priest by the oath of God (Psalm 110:4, Hebrews 7:21 & 28).

OT. The earthly priests were sinful and needed cleansing by sacrifice.  Our Saviour was sinless and holy (Hebrews 7:26-28).

OU. The Levitical priests never sat down in their work because it was never finished.  Their offerings never really put away sin (Hebrews 10:11).  Our Lord’s sacrifice put away sin once and for all.  He is now set down at the right hand of God (Hebrews 10:11-13).

OV. The sacrifices of the Levitical priests were many because as mere types they could not cleanse away sin (Hebrews 10:1-4).  Christ offered one sacrifice which is forever enough to save His people (Hebrews 10:10-14).

OW. The Levitical priests were many while our true priest is but one (Acts 4:12).

OX. The Old Testament priests died while our Saviour ever lives (Hebrews 7:22-25).

OY. The Levitical priests belonged to a typical and temporary system based on a covenant which was to be done away with.  Our Lord has a real and unchanging priesthood (Hebrews 7:11-12, 24-25).

OZ. Finally, the Levitical priests were of a different order than our Lord.  He was a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:17).  This will be explained in the next section.

CCLXXXI. The Priesthood of Melchizedek

We learn a great deal about our Saviour by contrasting the Levitical priesthood with that of Melchizedek.  Let us study the necessary background information and then make the important contrasts.

In Genesis 14:18-20 we meet Melchizedek.  This mysterious person was both a priest of God and a king of Salem (Jerusalem).  Abraham recognizing his greatness, paid him tithes.  In Psalm 110:4 we are told that Messiah would be priest after the order of Melchizedek.  The author of Hebrews uses this to teach some great truths:

PA. Abraham was the father (ancestor) of the Levitical priests yet he recognized that Melchizedek was his superior and paid tithes to him.  It therefore is obvious that the priesthood of Melchizedek is greater than that of Aaron (Hebrews 7:1-10).  Logically Christ as a priest after the order of Melchizedek is superior to the Levitical priests.

PB. The Levitical priesthood was based on human descent and lineage.  Levitical priests were born into a certain family and thus became priests.  There is no record of Melchizedek’s lineage (Hebrews 7:3).  Our Lord like Melchizedek was not a priest by virtue of descent from Aaron (Hebrews 7:12-15).

PC. Levitical priests were many because they died and needed successors.  There is no record of the death of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:2-3).  Likewise our Lord needs no successors for He ever lives to carry out His saving work (Hebrews 7:15-17, 23‑25).

PD. Unlike the Levitical priests Melchizedek was a priest and a king.  Our Saviour is also a priest and a king to which we might add that he also is a prophet.  Christ alone is prophet, priest, and king; the anointed one.

Conclusion

We might conclude that the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews uses the oath of Psalm 110:4 to prove that the Levitical priesthood was temporary.  The Levitical priesthood was not perfect or God would not have promised the coming of another type of priest.  The Levitical priesthood would only last until the coming of the Saviour (Hebrews 7:11-22) who would do away with the Old Covenant (Hebrews 10:9). 

Exodus 28:2-43

Introduction 

Exodus 28:2&40 explain that special garments “for glory and for beauty” were to be made for the priests.  Knowing that the priesthood’s office and work was to be symbolic of Christ’s priestly work it is easily understood that the garments also had symbolic significance.  Clothing in scripture is in fact often representative of the spiritual attributes and duties of those clothed therin (Ephesians 6:13-17, Isaiah 11:5).

CCLXXXII. The Wise Hearted – Verses 2-5

God gave to certain individuals the ability to do what was needed in His work.  These gifted individuals were to follow the instructions of the Lord explicitly.   So today Christians are blessed with spiritual gifts that enable them to serve in the various capacities in the church.  Likewise also we need to follow the scriptures in all that we do. We are no more at liberty than these “wise hearted” individuals were to do things in our own way.

CCLXXXIII. The Ephod – Verses 6-14

The Ephod was worn only by the high priest.  This garment was like a double apron held in place by a “curious girdle” which was so called to distinguish it from the plain girdle of the ordinary priests (verse 40).  Both the ephod and the curious girdle were made of the same material as the veils and inner curtains of the tabernacle.

The ephod was a symbol of priestly duty and function.  On each shoulder was an onyx stone set in an ouche of gold.  Upon these stones were engraven the names of the tribes of Israel.  What a precious truth is illustrated here.  When the high priest went in before God he bore the names of the covenant people.  He represented them in his duties and interceded for them before God.  The stones were on his shoulder to reveal that his strength was pledged for their welfare.

This pictures Christ who is the strength, representative, and intercessor of His people.  Our names are in the book of His covenant purposes (Revelation 13:8).  He represented us at Calvary and now lives to carry our names before the Father (John 17:9).  He is our strength and our salvation.

The girdle was the belt used to bind up the robe for work or travel.  In scripture it symbolizes strength and readiness.  Christ is ever ready to act in behalf of His people (John 13:3-5).  His work and service are always done in righteousness whether He be blessing His people or judging their enemies (Isaiah 11:5).

CCLXXXIV. The Breastplate – Verses 15-29

The breastplate was about nine inches square and inlaid with twelve precious stones engraven with the names of the tribes of Israel.  It was fastened to the ephod and the curious girdle by the chains of gold and lace of blue.

As the names engraven on the onyx stones revealed our Saviour’s strength so these reveal His love.  We are always on the heart of our great high priest (verse 29) just as the tribes of Israel were over the heart of Aaron.  It is wonderful to know that Christ intercedes for us because He loves us.  We are His jewels (Malachi 3:16-17).  He never goes before the Father without our names on His heart.

CCLXXXV. The Urim And The Thummim – Verse 30

The words “Urim” and “Thummim” mean “light” and “perfection”.  These objects which are always associated with the Ephod and the breastplate had to do with the priestly work of discerning God’s will (Numbers 27:21, I Samuel 23:9-11 & 28:6, Ezra 2:61-63).  They reveal Christ as the counselor and one who reveals the will of God (Isaiah 9:6).

Exactly what these were and how they operated has been the subject of extensive debate.  Basically there are two theories to which men have given many variations:

PE. Many believe that the Urim and the Thummim were two stones or objects kept in the pouch created when the breastplate was doubled (verse 16).  In some way these were used to discern God’s will.  Some think they were engraven with a “yes” and a “no” and somehow revealed the answer from God when men sought direction.

PF. Others believe that the Urim and the Thummim were simply the twelve stones of the breastplate which were referred to as the “light” and “perfection”.  The high priest wore this because he was the official representative of Israel before the Lord.  Because of the high priest’s position it is believed that God spoke to the people through him. 

While the author leans toward the latter theory we must remember that God could have made the details plain had He seen fit. The important thing to see in the Urim and the Thummim is that Christ as our high priest is also our prophet and revealer of the Father’s will.

CCLXXXVI. The Robe – Verses 31-35

Under the ephod was worn a robe of blue.  Robes seem symbolic of position, office, and character (Isaiah 61:10).  Our Saviour is pictured in a robe (Revelation 1:13). 

Why was the robe of the high priest blue?  Was it to remind us of Christ’s heavenly origin?  While this is probable yet Numbers 15:37-40 seem to give us more specific information.  The children of Israel were to wear a ribband of blue to remind them of God’s law.  Christ who perfectly fulfilled and honored God’s law is typified by a high priest clothed in a blue robe.

Beneath the hem of the robe hung in alternate order pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet.  Golden bells were placed between the pomegranates.

What is the meaning of this?  Perhaps it is best to see the pomegranates as a type of spiritual fruitfulness and the bells as a symbol of religious profession.  Herein we learn that unlike false christs, our Lord was perfect in deed and word (John 7:46, Mark 7:37).  He was all He professed to be.  May we also strive to “walk” our “talk” (Matthew 5:16).

CCLXXXVII. The Plate And The Mitre – Verses 36-38

Upon the high priest’s head was a “mitre”.  This word comes from the Hebrew and means to “wrap”.  It was probably some sort of turban.

A golden plate engraven with the words “Holiness To The Lord” was placed on His forehead.  The interpretation of this does not seem to be difficult.  The forehead in scripture is pictured as displaying the intent of an individual.  Christ our high priest was perfectly holy and totally devoted to the Father’s will.  As such He could die for our sins and make possible our acceptance with God (Ephesians 1:6).  It is also through Christ that our gifts and labors are accepted by the Father.  Even our prayers ascend in “Jesus” name.

CCLXXXVIII. The Embroidered Coat – Verse 39

The embroidered coat was the innermost garment of the high priest and was first placed on him after his purification (Leviticus 8:7).  Fine linen is symbolic in scripture of righteousness (Revelation 19:8).  Doubtless this coat should remind us that from head to toe, inside and out our Saviour was holy (I John 3:5).

CCLXXXIX. Garments For The Ordinary Priests – Verses 40-43

While there was some special typology connected with the high priests yet every Levitical priest was a type of the Saviour.  They were attired in white to reflect His purity.  No immodesty was permitted as man’s nakedness since the Fall reflects the sinfulness of human nature. 

Exodus 29

Introduction

This chapter gives the laws for the consecration of the priests into their office.  In Leviticus 8 we have a description of the actual consecration of these men.

Someone may ask why the priests as types of Christ needed cleansing.  We must remember that unlike our Saviour these men were sinners and needed cleansing (Hebrews 7:26-28).  Israel was thus taught that the Levitical priesthood was not perfect in itself but pointed to a coming greater priest.

CCXC. The Sacrifices Gathered – Verses 1-3

CCXCI. The Consecration Commenced – Verse 4

Aaron and his sons were taken out from among the people of Israel to act as priests.  They were first brought to the door of the Tabernacle.  As priests they were to stand between God and the people which was shown in their position between the Shekinah and the gate of the tabernacle.  They were washed as those who serve God must be clean (Isaiah 52:11).  In our day only those cleansed by the new birth can truly serve God (Titus 3:5).

CCXCII. Aaron Clothed – Verses 5-6

In the previous lesson we learned how these garments were used to typify the character and work of the Saviour.

CCXCIII. Aaron Anointed – Verse 7

The titles “Christ” and “Messiah” both mean the “anointed one”.  Jesus is the Christ because He was anointed with the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 61:1, Hebrews 1:8-9). To grasp the full significance of this we must go back to the typology of the Old Testament.

In Israel there were three important offices that prefigured the work of Christ.  Israel had prophets, priests, and kings.  In each case these people were anointed into office (I Chronicles 11:3, I Kings 19:16).  They foreshadowed Christ Jesus as our prophet, priest, and king.

Aaron was therefore anointed into office so as to picture Christ our high priest.  Psalm 133 is based on this.  The oil was poured copiously on the high priest to prefigure the full anointing of our Lord (Hebrews 1:8-9).  There was no limit to the power of the Spirit manifested in our Lord’s work.  The oil of course is a type of the Spirit. (Note that the recipe for the anointing oil is found in Exodus 30:23-30).  

CCXCIV. Aaron’s Sons Clothed – Verses 8-9

The ordinary priests differed somewhat in uniform from the high priest who alone wore the breastplate, mitre…etc.

CCXCV. The Sin Offering – Verses 10-14

The sin offering revealed the need of the priests to be cleansed from sin and thus accepted by God.  Their hands were placed on the head of the bullock to symbolically transfer the sins to the sacrifice.  Christ is our sin offering (II Corinthians 5:21, Isaiah 53:6-8).  The hands placed on the sacrifice is often used to foreshadow our faith in the Lord Jesus.

My faith would lay her hand

On that dear head of thine.

While like a penitent I stand

And there confess my sin.

My soul looks back to see

The burden thou didst bear.

When hanging on the cursed tree

And hopes her guilt was there.

The burning of the fat was a type of the Father accepting Christ’s sacrifice (Ephesians 5:2).  The burning of the skin and dung without the camp displays the shame Christ took upon Himself as He carried our sins (Hebrews 13:11-13).

CCXCVI. The Burnt Offering – Verses 15-18

In the consecration of the priests three separate sacrifices were used.  Perhaps the best explanation of the symbolism of this is given by Rabbi Levi ben Gerson as quoted by George Bush in his commentary on Exodus:

It is proper to notice the order in which these sacrifices were offered.  For first of all an atonement for sins was made by the sin-offering; of which nothing but the fat was offered to God (to whom be praise); because the offerers were not yet worthy of God’s acceptance of a gift and present from them.  But after they had been purified, to indicate their being devoted to the sacred office, they immolated to God (to whom be praise) a holocaust, which was entirely consumed upon the altar.  And after the holocaust they offered a sacrifice resembling a peace-offering, of which part used to be given to God, part to the priests, and part to the offerers, and which was to indicate their being now received into favor with God, so as to use one common table with him.

CCXCVII. The Ram Of Consecration – Verses 19-28

The second Ram reveals the priests as now accepted by God and consecrated unto Him.  The blood placed on the priests revealed their total consecration to God (verse 20).  Their hearing, work, and daily walk was for God.  It is the blood of Christ that cleanses us and makes possible our dedication and service to God.

The oil and the blood was then sprinkled upon the priests and their garments.  We are saved by the regeneration of the Spirit and the application of Christ’s blood.  It would seem that the beautified garments would have been stained by the blood.  However, this may have been we know that while ordinary blood stains the blood of Christ cleanses (Revelation 7:14).

Part of the ram and the bread were placed in Aaron’s hand for a wave offering.  The priests were now accepted and could offer a peace-offering unto the Lord.  Only through Christ are our spiritual sacrifices accepted.

CCXCVIII. Preparation For The Future – Verses 29-30

Aaron would one day die.  At that time the special garments would pass on to those who replaced him (Numbers 20:28).  Our Lord Jesus Christ needs no successors (Hebrews 7:24-25).

CCXCIX. Seven Days Of Consecration – Verses 31-37

For seven days this consecration was to be repeated daily.  Israel was to be impressed with the holy requirements of God.  Even the altar had to be consecrated.  Certainly a thoughtful Israelite must have seen in the repetition the need for a better sacrifice (Hebrews 9:24-26).  They must have seen that these oft-repeated offerings were only types of the real thing. 

Notice now that the sacrifices became the food of the priests.  Sacrifices and feasting went together.  We are reminded of this in the Lord’s supper (Matthew 26:26-28).  Christ died to become our spiritual food (John 6:33).

CCC. The Daily Sacrifice – Verses 38-42

Leaving the consecration of the priests we move on to their work.  Every day without exception two lambs were to be offered as a burnt offering.  Daily, Israel was to be reminded of their need of a Saviour.  May this daily sacrifice remind us to never let a morning or an evening pass without taking time to confess our sins, pray and worship Christ our Saviour.

CCCI. God Dwelling Among The People – Verses 43-46

The tabernacle, priesthood, and sacrifices constantly reminded Israel that God only dwells with His people because of Christ’s saving work.

The Golden Altar

Introduction

Exodus 30:1-10 gives us a description of the Golden Altar.  Seemingly this is out of order as the other furnishings of the holy place were described in Exodus 25.  Knowing, however, that the Bible is inspired we are assured that there is good reason for this.  As we proceed it will become obvious that the golden altar could not be understood until the brazen altar and its sacrifices were familiar to the reader.  In fact the golden altar could not be used until the brazen altar was in service.

CCCII. The Golden Altar Described 

The golden altar stood in the holy place before the veil.  It was rather small being a cubit in length and breadth, and two cubits in height.  Around the top was a crown or cornice of gold.  There was a horn at each top corner.  Like the ark and the table of shewbread it was carried by two staves covered with gold.  When transported the altar was covered with a cloth of blue over which was a covering of badger skins (Numbers 4:11).

The golden altar was not used for sacrifice.  Incense was burned on it morning and evening (verses 7-10).  The incense was of a special type which we will study in a later lesson (verses 34-38).  There was no grate on the golden altar, nor was fire ever kindled thereon.  The incense was burned on coals brought from the brazen altar.

CCCIII. Christ’s Intercessory Work

The brazen altar was a symbol of Christ’s substitutionary death at Calvary (Romans 5:8). It revealed God’s judgement on the Son as He suffered in our stead (Isaiah 53:10).  The golden altar pictured Christ’s present work of intercession.  He now lives on high to testify by His presence there that our sin debt is paid.  This present ministry of Christ is a major theme of scripture (Romans 5:10, Romans 8:34, Hebrews 9:24, I John 2:1).

The incense was a type of Christ’s intercessory influence on our behalf.  Its sweet smell revealed the Father as pleased with Christ’s saving work on the cross (Ephesians 5:2).  The daily use of the incense showed the Lord Jesus as ever living to carry out this work (Hebrews 7:25).

The connection of the incense with the atonement made on the brazen altar is vividly pictured in Numbers 16:46-48.  The incense reminded God of the atonement made on the brazen altar and thus judgement was stopped.  As Christ ever lives in the presence of the Father so the marks of Calvary are always present as a reminder that our sins are paid for.  Even in glory He bears the evidence of His former suffering (Revelation 5:6).  This is why the redeemed can never be condemned (Romans 8:34).

One way to better grasp the symbolic emphasis of the golden altar is to contrast it with that of the brazen altar.  In this way we see how each pointed to a different aspect of Christ’s saving work.

PG. Brass in scripture typifies judgement.  The brazen altar points to Golgotha where Christ was judged for our sin.  The gold of the golden altar revealed Christ in His glorified present state where He lives to intercede for His people.

PH. The brazen altar was outside the tabernacle to typify Christ suffering before the world.  The golden altar was inside the holy place.

PI. The brazen altar had a fire and a grate.  The golden altar had neither but burned incense with a coal borrowed from the brazen altar.  This is an important point. The incense ascended by virtue of a power (coals) borrowed from the brazen altar.  This clearly manifests that the success of Christ’s present intercession is based on His former death on Calvary (Romans 8:34).  Without the brazen altar the golden altar would have been useless.  These truths teach us why the use of “strange fire” was such a serious offense (Leviticus 10:1-3).  This was to teach acceptance with God by some means other than the cross.  Those who teach salvation by any form of human merit are bringing “strange fire” before the Lord.

PJ. The brazen altar was a place of suffering and sorrow.  The golden altar was a place of triumph and joy.  How blind are those who think that Christ is still offering Himself as a perpetual sacrifice for our sins.  No sacrifice was ever offered on the golden altar.  Christ died once and now lives to see that those purchased by His blood will never perish.

PK. The brazen altar had no crown.  The golden altar had a crown to typify Christ’s present glory.

CCCIV. Our Prayers

The golden altar also reminds us of the prayers of God’s people.  Incense is a type of prayer in scripture (Psalm 141:1-2, Revelation 5:8).  The people of Israel prayed as the daily incense ascended (Luke 1:8-10).

We are not contradicting ourselves when we see in the incense a type of both Christ’s and our own prayers.  In fact there is a wonderful harmony.  Because of Christ’s payment for sin He can come to the Father on our behalf.  Likewise through Calvary we have access to God.  Both we and our prayers are accepted through Christ’s finished work.  This is why we pray in Jesus’ name (John 16:23).  This is the picture painted in Revelation 8:3-5.  The incense of Christ’s precious name and work ascends with our prayers and causes them to be heard.

Just as the incense was burned daily both morning and evening let us then be constant in prayer. 

Exodus 30:22-38

Introduction

Exodus 30:22-38 gives instruction for the preparation of the anointing oil and the incense used in the services of the tabernacle.

CCCV. The Anointing Oil – Verses 22 – 23

The priesthood and the tabernacle were anointed with this specially prepared oil.  While all priests were anointed (Leviticus 8:30) there seems to have been a specific anointing for the high priest (Leviticus 8:12).  The high priest received a more copious anointing (Psalm 133) in order to better typify our Lord Jesus (Hebrews 1:8-9).

In explaining that the oil was to be compounded after the art of the apothecary we are most likely to understand that only the essence of the spices went into the oil.  The aromatic oil became a crown to the high priest (Leviticus 21:12) and must have given a sweet odor to the entire tabernacle.

PL. The oil was most certainly a type of the Holy Spirit.  Both the priesthood and the tabernacle as types of Christ had to be anointed.  Both “Christ” and “Messiah” mean “the anointed one”.  Our Lord Jesus was both God and man.  As man He was anointed by the Spirit was served through the Spirit (Luke 4:16‑21, Acts 10:38, John 1:32-34).  Like the high priest our Lord received a copious, unlimited anointing (Hebrews 1:8-9).  To a lesser degree we who are Christians and believer-priests are anointed with the presence of the Holy Spirit (I John 2:20 and 27).

PM. Warnings – Exodus 30:31-33

47.  This oil was not to be used for secular or personal uses.  God’s Spirit works for God’s glory and not for men’s gain or personal ends (Acts 8:14-24).  Today many who claim “special anointings” seem interested only in financial reward.  Think of the disgraceful conduct of many “faith healers”.

48.  The anointing oil was not to be imitated.  Often in religious circles we see what passes off as a work of the Spirit.  Men try to imitate true spirituality.  In many cases the work of an unclean spirit is touted as the ministry of God’s Spirit (I John 4:1, II Corinthians 11:4).

49.  The oil was not to be poured on men’s flesh but over the priests while they were in full costume.  The natural man and the Spirit have no fellowship (Galatians 5:17).

CCCVI. The Incense – Verses 34-38

Here is given the recipe for the incense burned on the golden altar (Compare verse 36 with Exodus 30:1-9).  As we have noted in former lessons the incense was a type of prayer and intercession (Psalm 141:2).  Christ interceded for His people and Christians may pray for themselves and others.

The incense in particular reminds us of Christ’s substitutionary death (Ephesians 5:2).  His atonement is the power behind His intercession and it is also the one thing that makes our prayers acceptable to God (Revelation 8:3-4).  This is why we pray in Jesus’ name (John 16:23).  Because Christ paid for our sins the Father can receive us.

Exodus 32

Introduction 

At this point it will be helpful to refresh our memory as to the position of Exodus 32 in the order of events.  In Exodus 24 Moses ascended Mt. Sinai to receive the details of the Old Covenant.  In Exodus 25-30 he received instructions concerning the tabernacle, priesthood, and offerings.  Exodus 31:1-11 identified the workman.  Further information concerning the Sabbath as a sign between God and Israel is next given in Exodus 31:12-17.  Exodus 31 closes with God giving Moses the two tables of law as the forty days come to an end.  In Exodus 32 Moses descends the mount to find that Israel had already broken the Covenant.

CCCVII. Testing – Verse 1

Forty seems to be the number of testing.  Our Lord was tempted by Satan after forty days of fasting (Matthew 4:1-2).  Unlike Israel He wonderfully overcame.  Their impatience with God led to sin as such impatience always will (I Samuel 13:1-14, Matthew 24:48).

Most that came out of Egypt had no real faith.  Even the pillar of smoke and fire soon ceased to make any impression upon them.  How easily they returned to the ways and pleasures of Egypt.  This warns us that many today who profess to have left spiritual Egypt still have the world in their heart and will never enter the promised land (I Corinthians 10:6-14).

CCCVIII. An Evil Plan – Verses 2-5

Here Israel broke the second commandment (Exodus 20:4-5) and instituted their own form of worship.  Sadly they had learned idolatry in Egypt where the bull was an object of worship.  Aaron made a pitiful spectacle as he quickly sways before the crowd.

Notice that in verse 5 the feast was to be unto the LORD (Jehovah).  Israel was not planning to altogether forsake God.  They just desired a visible image of Him (Psalm 106:19-20).

Men have such a lust for the visible and such a distaste for purely spiritual worship.  Faith is not natural to men.  They forgot the second commandment, which forbids the use of images even in the worship of the true God.  May we like Moses worship God with a faith that sees the invisible (Hebrews 11:27).

CCCIX. An Evil Feast – Verse 6

As men drift from God they lose all relish for true spiritual worship.  This is not to imply that religion has no attraction for worldlings.  Often it serves as a salve for men’s guilty conscience.  Worship over the Israelites felt better about their day of sinful indulgence.  Notice how popular early services are in modern churches.  Worship over the members can spend the Lord’s Day as they please with their consciences quieted.

We may feel shocked that many in Israel would stoop to immoral conduct as part of a religious feast.  It must be remembered that sexual impurity was a common part of ancient pagan worship.  The thought of this was not shocking to those raised in Egypt.

CCCX. Moses The Intercessor – Verses 7-13

God informed Moses of Israel’s sin and of His righteous hatred of it.  The words “let me alone” in verse 10 are anthropomorphic.  They picture God as though He were a man who was loath to be turned from His desire for vengeance.  In this we learn where man would be if justice alone operated in the mind of God.  

We also have illustrated by this anthropomorphic language the power of intercessory prayer.  Moses stood between God and Israel.  His pleading brought mercy to Israel.  Today as always there is a need for those who feel the burden to intercede for others (Romans 10:1).  Let us plead for those who deserve wrath but need mercy.

Concerning intercession we also have in Moses an example of how to succeed in this work.  Notice several keys to Moses’ success:

PN. Moses had a great compassion for the people.  Depth of feeling is a prerequisite for power with God in prayer (Romans 10:1).  Prayer that prevails is fueled by a burden of heart.

PO. Moses was unselfish in his desires.  God tested him in this matter (verse 10).  True intercession has no motive but God’s glory and the good of others.

PP. Moses knew how to wrestle with God in prayer.  Notice the arguments he brings before God:

50.  Moses reminds God of His own gracious nature (verse 11).  Israel deserved wrath yet God does not always deal with men on the basis of their just deserts.  As we pray to God for the salvation of sinners and the revival of churches let us use this argument.

51.  Moses pleads with God to act in a manner that will honor His own name.  Had Israel been destroyed the Egyptians would have doubted the love of God toward the chosen nation and His power to deliver them.  As we pray for the furtherance of God’s kingdom our motive must be the glory of His Name (Matthew 6:9-10).

52.  Moses made good use of God’s former promises (verse 13).  Had not the Lord made great promises to the patriarchs concerning Israel and the promised land.  What would become of these promises should Israel be destroyed.  Success in prayer requires an acquaintance with God’s word.  There is power in reminding God of His own promises.

CCCXI. The Power Of Prayer – Verse 14

In the anthropomorphic language of scripture we see prayers as an instrument of power that changes God’s mind.  This helps us as humans to understand that prayer is an instrument used of God in the carrying out of His merciful purposes.  Sinners deserve judgement but just as God in His mercy sent Christ to die so He burdens men to intercede.  There is power in prayer (James 5:16).

CCCXII. Righteous Indignation – Verses 15-19

Moses descended Mt. Sinai with the two tables of God’s law.  Though informed of Israel’s rebellion in advance, he was still unprepared for the sight of such unfaithfulness to God.  His anger was intense but the breaking of the tables was not a sinful act.  It signified the manner in which Israel had broken covenant with God.

CCCXIII. The Idol Destroyed – Verse 20

Destruction is the only proper treatment for idols.  Deuteronomy 9:21 gives us more information on what Moses did.

CCCXIV. Aaron’s Excuse – Verses 21-24

Aaron did not have the strength of character possessed by Moses.  Few people can stand against the crowd.  Aaron’s defense only made him sound ridiculous.  Were it not for the prayers of Moses he would have suffered the Lord’s judgment (Deuteronomy 9:20).

CCCXV. Judgement On The Brazen  – Verses 25-29

Even after Moses’ return some refused to cease from rebellion.  The Levites acted decisively as three thousand were slain.  Two matters here are worthy of meditation:

PQ. Judgment with God is always just.  The marvel is not that three thousand died but that the multitude was spared.  Judgment falls on some that the penalty of sin may be seen and God’s grace may be admired by those who see what their sin deserved.

PR. Let us always take God’s side against sin; even our own (Psalm 51:3-4).  How often churches are corrupted by those who wink at the sins of family or friends or self.  Our weapons today are spiritual.  Those who openly rebel against God should be lovingly reproved and led to confession (Galatians 6:1).  Church members who remain hardened in their rebellion need public reproof (I Timothy 5:20).

CCCXVI. A Broken Heart – Verses 30-35

Again we see Moses in intercession for the people.  God is pictured as an angry man who must be held back by man’s entreaty.   This teaches us what our portion would be apart from Christ.

The prayer of verses 31-32 reminds us of Paul’s spiritual burden (Romans 9:1-3).  He felt he could not live if Israel were destroyed.  The book mentioned was the “book of the living”.

How eloquent the dash of verse 32 is.  It speaks to us in a very illuminating manner about the nature of true prayer:

PS. Often a groan in the best prayer (Romans 8:26).  Not fancy words but depth of desire reaches the heart of God.

PT. Sometimes love and compassion are the only arguments we have.  What excuse could Moses make for Israel?  What could he offer God as a bribe?  Israel deserved nothing.  His only plea was a broken heart and a burning desire to see mercy bestowed upon the nation. 

Exodus 33

Introduction 

Exodus 33 tells of Moses’ struggle as intercessor to bring about a restoration of the former relationship between God and Israel.  His success encourages him to seek a greater manifestation of God for himself.

CCCXVII. Israel’s Repentance – Verses 1-6

Moses remains in fellowship with God but Israel is estranged.  God promises His aid to Israel but not His presence.  An angel will accompany them into the promised land but God will not be in their midst.  Israel has broken the covenant.  Sin always causes God to withdraw from His people.

Hearing these words Israel seems to sincerely mourn and regret their action.  In anthropomorphic language God is pictured as mulling over the fate of Israel.  True repentance always turns God from His threatened judgement.

CCCXVIII.  “Without The Camp” – Verses 7-11

God moved His visible glory far outside the camp of Israel.  The tabernacle mentioned was probably the official tent or “office” of Moses.  The tabernacle described in Exodus 25-30 had not yet been built.  Those who wished to see God had to do so “outside the camp”.  Even today those who wish to draw near God must do so “outside the camp” of human approval and respectable religion (Hebrews 13:13).

Verse 11 mentions the special relationship that Moses had with the Lord.  What prophet was like him (Numbers 12:6-8)?  The phrase “face to face” does not mean that Moses saw God’s essence.  Unlike other prophets that heard God’s voice, Moses saw the Lord’s constantly manifested glory.

CCCXIX. Further Intercession – Verses 12-17

Like all successful intercessors, Moses had a great love for the people he prayed for (Hebrews 11:24-25, Acts 7:23).  He desired God to return to the nation and to remember that they were His people.  Moses wished to be sure that the angel which accompanied them was the “angel of the LORD” and not just an ordinary angel.  The “angel of the LORD” in the Old Testament was the Son of God.  This is how He was manifested before the incarnation.

Moses was completely successful in his prayers.  Two things are worth consideration:

PU. Prayer avails much (James 5:16).  Why should we as Christians let such power go untapped.

PV. God’s presence is better than God’s gifts (Psalm 16:5).  Even the wicked receive gifts from God (Matthew 5:45).  Let us never be satisfied with less than fellowship with the Lord.

CCCXX. A Hunger For God – Verses 18-23

The man who spends time with God in behalf of others becomes increasingly drawn to the Lord himself.  Prayer creates a thirst for God.  This is seen in Jacob’s life (Genesis 32:29).  Moses receives an answer to his prayer but now wants a greater knowledge of God for his own soul.

God agrees to reveal more of His glory to Moses.  God’s name is His glory and attributes. The Lord will display His character as one to whom mercy is a prerogative.  God’s nature is gracious but He is sovereign in the operation of His grace.  Mercy is not a debt or obligation that God owes to any.  Grace is freely bestowed as God sees fit.

In preparation for this God further explains that no one can see His unshielded glory and survive.  Moses will be hid in a cleft in the rock while God passes by.  He will then see God’s “back parts” or His indirect and reflected glory.

What a great God we serve.  Old Testament saints had a great fear of seeing too much of God’s glory (Genesis 32:30, Judges 6:22-23).  Even today no man can look directly upon the Lord.  This causes us to treasure the revelation of God we have in Christ (John 1:1&14, Hebrews 1:1-3).  Christ is “God manifest in the flesh” (I Timothy 3:16).  Christ is our rock and our hiding place.  In Him we as sinners can draw near to the Father.

Exodus 34

Introduction 

Israel had broken the covenant but Moses’ intercession for them was successful.  Exodus 34 tells how the covenant relation was restored between God and Israel.

CCCXXI. Moses Instructed – Verses 1-3

Moses receives the details concerning renewal of the broken covenant.  Here Moses had to hew out the stone tables.  The broken ones had come directly from God (Exodus 32:15-16).

CCCXXII. The Lord Revealed – Verses 4-7

In restoring the covenant God reveals His glory to Moses.  God’s glory is His attributes.  He is “Jehovah” the self-existent God.  The Lord possesses every good trait including a righteous hatred of sin and a determination to judge it.  People imagine a god who can love yet is incapable of wrath or righteous indignation.  Such a being would be a moral travesty.  No one is good who does not hate evil.  

CCCXXIII. The Lord Worshipped – Verses 8-9

The proper response to God’s glory is worship.  The greatest good is His presence.  Moses’ chief desire for Israel was “God in the camp”.

CCCXXIV. God’s Great Promise – Verses 10-11

Never before or since has an earthly nation had a relationship with God such as Israel enjoyed.  He promised to do great works in their behalf and to drive out those who possessed their land.

CCCXXV. Israel Warned – Verses 12-17

As Israel came to possess the promised land they would face a danger.  Not armed resistance but moral and spiritual contagion was the risk.  They must beware of forming alliances or emulating the ways of the heathen.

Even today we are in the same danger.  Not persecution but defilement is our main danger from the world.  We are to be a separate people.  To follow the ways of worldly religion is spiritual whoredom (James 4:4).  One cannot be a friend of God and a friend of the world (II Corinthians 6:16-18).  God is jealous over His people.  Spiritual unfaithfulness provokes Him to anger.

CCCXXVI. The Terms Of The Covenant – Verses 18-27

These matters have been covered in a former lesson.  Israel is here reminded of their covenant duties.

CCCXXVII. Forty Days – Verse 28

This fast was humanly impossible.  Its length proved that Moses was the object of divine support.  God was upholding Moses so that he might intercede for Israel (Deuteronomy 9:18).  Interestingly when Elijah was attempting to bring about a renewal of the covenant he fasted on Mt. Sinai for forty days (I Kings 19:8).

CCCXXVIII. Moses Veiled – Verses 29-35

Moses came down from the mount with his face shining from being in God’s presence.  As this frightened Israel he veiled his face when speaking to them.  In the New Testament Paul explains the typical significance of this:

PW. The shining of Moses’ face revealed the glory of the Old Covenant (II Corinthians 3:7-9).  While the Old Covenant is superceded by the New, yet there was a wonderful revelation of God’s power and holiness in the Old Covenant.

PX. The obscurity of the Old Covenant is seen in Moses’ veil (II Corinthians 3:12-13).  The Old Covenant led the way to Christ but did not possess the plainness of the New Covenant.

PY. The veiling of Moses’ face teaches us the blindness of the Jews (II Corinthians 3:14-15).  Even today when the Old Testament is read its true meaning is veiled from their view.  Indeed all unsaved people have a veil on their hearts (II Corinthians 4:3-4).

Conclusion

This chapter will conclude our studies in Exodus.  Chapters 35-40 chronicle the actual erection of the tabernacle.  This subject was covered in our studies of Exodus 25-31.
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